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Greg Childs………………..(260) 424-8231
Mary’s Kids Director
Judy Parrott...….………….(260) 424-8231
Liturgical Environment
Chuck Luther………………(260) 424-8231
Wedding Coordinator
Rebecca Silkworth………..(260) 223-7018

Parish Mission Statement
“Believing in faith in action, St. Mary Mother
of God Catholic Church strives to reach out to
others through the joyful celebration of Word
and Sacrament, embracing diversity, and
working for peace, justice, and non-violence.”

Office & Hall Manager/Bulletin Editor
Sue Koester ...................... (260) 424-8231
Business Manager
Celeste Streicher .............. (260) 424-8231
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Karen Grashoff.................. (260) 424-8231
Bell’s Program Administrator
John Barnett ………………(260) 424-8231
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Tom Freehill………………(260) 424-8231
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Diane Day …………………(260) 426-1217
St. Mary’s Soup Kitchen Asst. Director
John Barnett………………(260) 426-1217
Soup Kitchen Volunteer Coordinator
Dee Kumfer……………….(260) 422-4968
Soup Kitchen Volunteer Coordinator—
Weekends
Val Vorndran……………..(260) 450-5170
Ave Maria House
Dottie Carpenter…………..(260) 424-3355
Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council
Joanne Miller………………(260) 492-9273

Sacraments

Matrimony
Arrangements are to be made with priest at least
6 months in advance. Pre-marriage instruction
required.
Sick and Communion Call
Please keep the Church Office informed of the
sick and homebound, particularly when there is
serious illness.
Baptism
For details please call the Church Office.
Baptismal Preparation is required for parents.
Reconciliation
Sunday: 10:00am-10:30am OR
Anytime by appointment.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
Call Parish Office for information.

Parish Pastoral Council
Nov, Jan, Mar, May, 1st Sunday, after Mass

Bulletin Deadline

Monday 12:00 pm
Call or email submissions.

Parish Membership Welcome

Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us, whether visitors, long time residents, or newly
arrived in the parish. We thank God for you. If you wish to register, please call the parish
office, pick up a registration form in the pew, or complete below and place in collection basket.
Name__________________________________________ Phone No _______________________
Address________________________________________________________________________
City___________________________________________ Zip _____________________________
Check one:
____ New Parishioner ____ New Address ____ New Phone Number ____ Moving, remove from list

ST. MARY MOTHER OF GOD CATHOLIC CHURCH

FORT WAYNE, IN
PRAYER REQUESTS

Kindly pray for…

May 9, 2021 - 6th Sunday of Easter
“Remain in my love,” and, “I call you friends,” are powerful
words that are found in John’s Gospel. Most of us probably
have them committed to memory or have at least heard them
proclaimed dozens of times. They are words that can easily
become trite and quickly glossed over without fully pondering
and digesting their profound beauty. When we take the time
to immerse ourselves in them, they can radically change our
lives and our relationships. They can open up new doors of
adventure and hold countless possibilities for meaning. The
essence of love and friendship are things that can easily be
taken for granted. They have always been there and are a significant part of our lives. Many would say that they could not
live without love and friendship, and they put a great deal of
care into preserving, deepening and sustaining them. Love and
friendship share a mutual relationship with each other that
deserves more reflection.
Where does love come from? We can consider relationships
that have not succeeded and conclude that they were somehow due to our “failures in love.” In doing so, we assume that
human beings are the ones responsible for love, its success
and also its failure. While our weakness, emotional composition and sinfulness can easily impact our ability to love, its
origin is not human. God is love. God is love’s author and
origin. When we love, it is God who loves in and through us. It
is because of this divine closeness that Jesus is able to call us
friends! It is not because of anything we have done but simply
because of who we are. Realizing and contemplating this awesome reality becomes a game changer across the board. It
gives us reason to clear the table of anything that can adversely affect the way we love so that we can open the door for its
author to shine forth.
Coming upon this truth is what leads folks like St. Francis of
Assisi to leave that which is comfortable and worldly and live a
radical life. They relate with the love of God that radiates in
and through all living things and appreciate their sacredness. It
was having an intimate experience of God’s love and friendship that propelled St. Francis and others to embrace simplicity, act nonviolently, pursue humility, love enemies, care for
the earth and open up avenues for true justice. Understanding
this profound truth will also help us find peaceful solutions to
world’s problems, restore relationships with our sisters and
brothers, bring the grace of loving stewardship to creation and
heal many wounds. Once we begin to see how wonderfully
holy all of life really is, we discover joy. We lose our need for
fear, develop a fierce fortitude, act prudently and seek justice.
There is great power in love because it comes from God. It will
never fail. It also enjoys the company of two other friends who
are eager to become our friends as well: faith and hope. These
are just as important to have and to share.
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Sunday, May 9, 2021 - 6th Sunday of Easter
Sacristan: SuzAnne Runge
Commentator: Judy Wagoner
First Reading: Melinda Reyes
Second Reading: John Brennan
Ordinary Minister of Holy Communion: Deacon Kohrman
& Pat McBride
Ushers: Ken Yahne, Patrick Swartz, Val Vorndran

† All the unborn, all expectant Mothers, and
those who celebrated their Birthday this past week.
† those who celebrated their Wedding Anniversary
this past week.
† Barb Chmiel’s Brother-Ralph; Metrice Smith;
Judy Zern; John Webster; John Martin;
Mary Ellen Nolte - medical procedure; George
Bachinsky's cousin Mary Jo; Pam Mitoraj;
Don and Sharon Luther-parents of Chuck Luther;
Jim Horrell; Marilyn Horrell; Elfrida-Sister of
Eugenia and John Barnett; Rita Berghoff;
Don & Kathy Magner; Gemma Maria
granddaughter of Susan & Irv Arnold;
and all who are suffering from the effects of the
COVID-19.
† All who have died, especially all who have died as a
result of the COVID-19.
† Our world all people, both military and civilian
who are in the midst of war, natural disasters,
or social unrest.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 9, 2021
Sunday 5/9 :

Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48/Ps 98:1, 2-3,
3-4 [cf. 2b]/1 Jn 4:7-10/Jn 15:9-17
Monday 5/10: Acts 16:11-15/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and
9b [cf. 4a]/Jn 15:26—16:4a
Tuesday 5/11: Acts 16:22-34/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8
[7c]/Jn 16:5-11
Wednesday 5/12:Acts 17:15, 22—18:1/Ps 148:1-2, 11-12,
13, 14/Jn 16:12-15
Thursday 5/13: Acts 18:1-8/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [cf. 2b]/
Jn16:16-20 Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2
-3, 6-7, 8-9 [6]/Eph 1:17-23 or Eph 4:1-13
or 4:1-7, 11-13/Mk 16:15-20
Friday 5/14:
Acts 1:15-17, 20-26/Ps 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7
-8 [8]/Jn 15:9-17
Saturday 5/15: Acts 18:23-28/Ps 47:2-3, 8-10, 10 [8a]/Jn
16:23b-28
Sunday 5/16: Acts1:1-11/Ps47:2-3,6-7,8-9[6]/Eph1:1723 or Eph 4:1-13 or 4:1-7, 11-13/Mk 16:15
-20 Seventh Sunday of Easter: Acts 1:1517, 20a, 20c-26/Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20
[19a]/1 Jn 4:11-16/Jn 17:11b-19

Sunday, May 16, 2021 - 7th Sunday of Easter
Ascension of the Lord
Sacristan: Sue Koester
Commentator: Dottie Carpenter
First Reading: John Barnett
Second Reading: Judy Wagoner
Ordinary Minister of Holy Communion: Deacon Kohrman
& Sue Koester
Ushers: Ken Yahne, Patrick Swartz, Val Vorndran

PENITENTIAL ACT
I confess to Almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my words, in
what I have done and what I have failed to do, we strike our breast
during the next phrase: through my fault, through my fault, through
my most grievous fault; therefore I ask the blessed Mary
ever-Virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers and
sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God.
GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of
good will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we
glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, Lord God,
heavenly King, O God, almighty Father, Lord Jesus Christ,
Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; you take
away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; you are seated at
the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you
alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in
the glory of God the Father. Amen.
NICENO-CONSTANTINOPOLITAN CREED
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of
God, born of the Father before all ages. God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were
made. For us men and for our salvation he came down from
heaven, At the words that follow, up to and including and became man, all bow,
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and
became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered
death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in
accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in
glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have
no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and
the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets.
I believe in one, holy catholic and apostolic Church. I confess
one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.
Amen.
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. Heaven and earth are full
of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in he highest.
LAMB OF GOD
Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world, have mercy
on us. Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world, have
mercy on us. Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world,
grant us peace.
INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION
Priest: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the
sins of the world. Blessed are those called to the supper of the
Lamb.
Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but
only say the word and my soul shall be healed.
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PRAYER TO SAINT MICHAEL
Saint Michael, the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our
protection against the wickedness and snares of the devil. May
God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do you, O Prince of the
Heaven Host, by the power of God, cast into hell Satan, and all
the evil spirits who prowl throughout the world seeking the ruin
of souls. Amen.
ANIMA CHRISTI
Soul of Christ sanctify me; Body of Christ save me; Blood of
Christ inebriate me; Water from the side of Christ, wash me;
Passion of Christ, strengthen me; O good Jesus hear me; Within
Your sacred wounds hide me; Separated from You, let me never
be; From the evil one protect me; At the hour of my death, call
me; And bid me to come to You; That with Your saints, I may
praise You forever and ever. Amen.
READINGS FOR SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Reading 1
Acts of the Apostles 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
When Peter entered, Cornelius met him and, falling at his
feet, paid him homage. Peter, however, raised him up, saying,
“Get up. I myself am also a human being.”
Then Peter proceeded to speak and said, “In truth, I see that
God shows no partiality. Rather, in every nation whoever fears
him and acts uprightly is acceptable to him.”
While Peter was still speaking these things, the Holy Spirit
fell upon all who were listening to the word. The circumcised
believers who had accompanied Peter were astounded that the
gift of the Holy Spirit should have been poured out on the
Gentiles also, for they could hear them speaking in tongues and
glorifying God. Then Peter responded, “Can anyone withhold
the water for baptizing these people, who have received the
Holy Spirit even as we have?” He ordered them to be baptized
in the name of Jesus Christ.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 98:1, 2-3, 3-4
R. The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power.
Sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done wondrous deeds;
His right hand has won victory for him, his holy arm.
R. The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power.
The LORD has made his salvation known: in the sight of the
nations he has revealed his justice. He has remembered his
kindness and his faithfulness toward the house of Israel.
R. The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power.
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation by our God.
Sing joyfully to the LORD, all you lands; break into song; sing
praise.
R. The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power.
Second Reading
1 John 4:7-10
A reading from the first Letter of Saint John
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is of God; everyone who loves is begotten by God and knows God. Whoever is
without love does not know God, for God is love. In this way
the love of God was revealed to us: God sent his only Son into
the world so that we might have life through him. In this is love:
not that we have loved God, but that he loved us and sent his
Son as expiation for our sins.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation
John 14:23
R. Alleluia, alleluia.
Whoever loves me will keep my word, says the Lord,
and my Father will love him and we will come to him.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel
John 15:9-17
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John
Jesus said to his disciples: “As the Father loves me, so I also
love you. Remain in my love. If you keep my commandments,
you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and remain in his love.
“I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and your
joy might be complete. This is my commandment: love one another as I love you. No one has greater love than this, to lay
down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do
what I command you. I no longer call you slaves, because a
slave does not know what his master is doing. I have called you
friends, because I have told you everything I have heard from
my Father. It was not you who chose me, but I who chose you
and appointed you to go and bear fruit that will remain,
so that whatever you ask the Father in my name he may give
you. This I command you: love one another.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus, Christ.`

DIOCESAN WORLD
YOUTH DAY
High school youth are invited
to join Bishop Kevin C.
Rhoades and nationally
acclaimed speaker Father
Agustino Torres, CFR, at
Headwaters Park in Fort
Wayne on Saturday, August
28th, for Diocesan World
Youth Day. This annual
celebration in downtown
Fort Wayne offers young people a dynamic celebration of our
faith with speakers, food trucks, music, activities and Mass
and Adoration with Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades. Learn more and
register at diocesefwsb.org/youth-conference.

For St. Mary Mother of God

Sunday, May 9th
Coffee and donuts resumes
following mass and will be
hosted this month by Judy
Wagoner and Rosemary Mausser.
Come and join us!
• May Crowning will take place
following mass.
•

Children across the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend invite
faithful of every age to join them in praying the Rosary on
May 13, the 104th anniversary of the Blessed Mother’s first
appearance at Fatima. A rosary led by our school children will
be made available on diocesefwsb.org/let-the-children-lead
as well as on the diocesan Facebook and YouTube channels
@diocesefwsb. You are invited to join our school children as
they follow Mary and her message at Fatima, either at 10
a.m. when this will be prayed in schools or on your own time.

May 9th:

Weekly Church Offering
St. Vincent de Paul
Catholic Charities
May 16th: Weekly Church Offering
You may mail in your offerings to the parish
office, P.O. Box 11383, Fort Wayne, IN 468571383, during this time or you may use the
Online Giving option on the parish website
(www.stmarysfw.org). Thank you!

PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS
CALLING ALL PARISHIONERS…
Do you want to be involved more within the parish? Here’s an
opportunity for you! Parish Council Elections will be taking
place in the month of June. Anyone interested in becoming a
member, please see Joanne Miller or Becky Silkworth after
mass or call the parish office at 424-8231.
RIDE NEEDED
If you live in the Huntertown area
and would be willing to transport
someone to and from mass, please
call Sue Koester in the Church
Office at 424-8231. Thank you!

Join us to recite the rosary every
Sunday at 10:15 a.m. during
the month of May, for our
intentions and those of our Blessed
Mother, Mary.

CORRECTION
Please note a correction in this bulletin on the last page which
indicates the monthly Church Support. It should state for the
month of April 2021 instead of March 2021. My apologies for
the confusion.
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GUIDELINES FOR MASS
The restrictions for mass have changed, however, we do ask that you continue to follow these guidelines
when returning to mass.
It is especially important that if you have a cough or fever, or otherwise feel sick, you should NOT come
to church. It is further advised that “all individuals who are 65 and above or who have an underlying
at-risk health condition to stay home.” The Indiana bishops hereby extend the dispensation from the
obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of obligation until further notice. The Indiana
bishops will continue to monitor the situation to determine when it might be advisable to modify or lift
the dispensation.
•

•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•

You MUST wear a mask. If you do not have access to one, the church will have a limited supply
available. The exceptions to this will be young children under the age of 2, and those who would have
respiratory issues.
Social distancing of 3 feet is required.
There is a mandated limit of the number of people that may attend mass at any given time. In the
event that the Sanctuary is full, you may be asked to be seated out in the Gathering Area to observe
mass. There is now a television in this area that you will be able to view the mass.
Hand sanitizer should be used upon entering the Sanctuary.
Pews have been blocked off, DO NOT use them. Social distancing of 3 feet will also be required in
the pews between individuals or family units.
Singing will be permitted during the Liturgy now, but we do ask that it not be with a boisterous voice.
Collection baskets will not be utilized; however, baskets will be placed in the back of the Sanctuary to
place your Sunday Collection in.
All should refrain from holding hands during the “Our Father” and the “Sign of Peace” should not be
given by the customary handshake.
During the reception of communion there will be three lines. One down the center aisle, one on the
west side of the Sanctuary, and one at the back of the Sanctuary. The "Middle Section" is to remain
in their seats until the "Choir Section" has received. Then, after the last one receives, the Middle
Section will receive from the minister and then return to their seats by way of the center aisle." Again,
you must follow the 3 feet distancing, which you will notice an “X” placed on the floor as a
recommended guideline.
Please use hand sanitizer prior to Holy Communion. Hand sanitizer dispensers are available in the
center aisle in the recessed section of the pews on both sides for your use. Also, hand sanitizer will be
available in the aisle along the west side and the back of the church.
The Blood of Christ will not be offered. If you have a dietary restriction for gluten, please call the
church office and other arrangements may be made.

"If you have questions, please call the Church office or consult the ushers prior to Mass. Please help us
make this a reverent and peaceful celebration and follow ALL these guidelines. The mandates given to us
are from the State of Indiana and the Fort-Wayne South Bend Diocese to ensure the safety and well-being
of everyone. THANK YOU and WELCOME BACK to each of you!
Updated 05-03-2021.

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

MAY 9, 2021

Sunday, May 9th
10:45 a.m. - Joan Gospodareck
Monday, May 10th
Tuesday, May 11th
Anna Mae Williams
Wednesday, May 12th
Kevin Koester
Thursday, May 13th
For the People of
St. Mary Mother of God
Friday, May 14th
Gerard Bellistri
Saturday, May 15th
Father Phillip A. Widmann
Sunday, May 16th
10:45 a.m. - Paul & Carol Smith
If you would like to request a mass intention on a specific day for a
deceased loved one or for a special intention, please contact the
Parish Office at 424-8231. Two or more names may be submitted for
one mass if they are related, (i.e. husband/wife; father/son; living
and deceased of the Frank Jones and Sam Smith Families).
According to Canon Law, the Bishops of a Province determine the
offering amount that seems appropriate. The Bishops of Indiana
Province have determined that the appropriate offering is $10 per
mass. Envelopes are available in the Gathering Area.

When did you last offer a Holy Mass? Mass intentions are
valuable opportunities to offer in thanksgiving to our Father in
Heaven:
*Birthday’s for yourself or family members
*Wedding Anniversaries
*A special need or intention for yourself or another
*Repose of a loved one’s soul

INDIANA CATHOLIC BISHOPS EXTEND
MASS DISPENSATION
Public Masses in the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend have
been permitted to resume since the weekend of May 23-24,
2020, so long as current diocesan directives are adhered to.
Note that if individual counties or other local governments
within the diocese issue more restrictive directives, these must
also be closely followed.
Parishes that are not equipped to implement all the necessary
precautions should not celebrate public liturgies.
In addition, the dispensation from the obligation to attend
Sunday Mass is extended for all Catholics in the diocese until
further notice.
FORT WAYNE AREA TELEVISED MASSES:
7 am: WPTA Ch. 21.3 (MyTV) | Frontier: 9, 509 | Comcast: 252,
1024, 1172 | DirecTV, 22
10 am: WISE CW Ch. 33.1 | Frontier 6, 506 | Comcast 19, 1033
| DirecTV 33 | Dish 34
St. Mary Mother of God Live-Stream Mass
Our live stream Mass is on our parish's Facebook page located
at https://www.facebook.com/groups/237495779612838 called
St. Mary Mother Of God Catholic Church, Fort Wayne, Indiana
(Official Page), as well streaming on our YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsPPPuN77xcFklyafnJEDA/ , called St. Mary Mother of God Parish Fort Wayne.
PRAYER TO MAKE A “SPIRITUAL COMMUNION”
Saint Alphonsus Liguori
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy
Sacrament. I love you above all things and I desire to receive
You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You
sacramentally, come at least into my heart. I embrace You as if
you were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never
permit me to be separated from You. Amen.

Pope Paul VI said, “The Mass is the most perfect form of
prayer!” It has immense power and countless miracles and
conversions have occurred throughout the centuries by offering
Masses for a specific intention or person. Mass intentions are a
great treasure of the Church and have a spiritual weight that is

incalculable.

CHURCH SUPPORT
Saint Mary’S Soup Kitchen
Please mark your grocery lists for our Soup
Kitchen. This week we are asking for
INSTANT POTATOES.
Soup Kitchen Weekend Volunteers
Saturday 10:00 am-1:00 pm
Sunday 11:30 –1:00 pm
Sunday, May 9th
Lynn Berkeley, & Fairmans
Saturday, May 15th
UAW
Sunday, May 16th
Gerry Family
AVE MARIA HOUSE PANTRY NEEDS
PRE-SWEETEND KOOLAID AND DRINK MIXES

Monthly & Fiscal Year-to-Date Summary
Adult Collection-Budget
Adult CollectionActual TOTAL
*Online Portion of Adult
Collection TOTAL
Loose Collection-Budget
Loose Collection-Actual
% of Parishioners Giving
SVDP Collection

March 2021
$ 16,400

July 1-June 30, 2021
$ 176,750

$ 16,589

$ 166,283

$ 5,070
$ 1,200
$
707
33%

$
$
$

48,307
12,900
5,378
34%

$

$

7,824

615

Many thanks for all your support to
St. Mary Mother of God Parish!

