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9 Things You Need to Know About Epiphany

The magi followed the star and found Baby Jesus. What are we to make of this
mysterious event?
On January 6th (or in the United States, the first Sunday after Jan. 1) the Church celebrates
the feast of “Epiphany.”
This feast commemorates the mysterious visit of the magi to the Baby Jesus.
Who were the magi? What led them to visit Jesus? And what lessons should we - and
shouldn't we! - learn from this incident?
Here are nine things you should know...
1. What does the word “Epiphany” mean?
“Epiphany” means “manifestation.” It comes from Greek roots that mean "to show, to display" (phainein) and "on, to" (epi-). An
epiphany is thus a time when something is shown, displayed, or manifested to an audience.
2. What is the feast of the Epiphany about?
According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church: The Epiphany is the manifestation of Jesus as Messiah of Israel, Son of God
and Savior of the world. The great feast of Epiphany celebrates the adoration of Jesus by the wise men (magi) from the East,
together with his baptism in the Jordan and the wedding feast at Cana in Galilee.

In the magi, representatives of the neighboring pagan religions, the Gospel sees the first-fruits of the nations, who welcome the
good news of salvation through the Incarnation. The magi's coming to Jerusalem in order to pay homage to the king of the Jews
shows that they seek in Israel, in the messianic light of the star of David, the one who will be king of the nations. Their coming
means that pagans can discover Jesus and worship him as Son of God and Savior of the world only by turning towards the Jews
and receiving from them the messianic promise as contained in the Old Testament.
The Epiphany shows that “the full number of the nations” now takes its “place in the family of the patriarchs”, and acquires
Israelitica dignitas (is made “worthy of the heritage of Israel”) [CCC 528].
3. When is Epiphany celebrated?
This varies from country to country. In some countries, Epiphany is a holy day of obligation (Canon Can. 1246 §1). Where that is
the case, it is celebrated on January 6th. In the United States, Epiphany is not a holy day of obligation, and its celebration is
transferred to the first Sunday after January 1 (source).
4. Why is Epiphany connected with January 6th?
Latest News Pope Benedict explains: It is hard to say how far back the beginnings of the Christmas feast go. It assumed its
definitive form in the third century. At about the same time the feast of the Epiphany emerged in the East on January 6th and the
feast of Christmas in the West on December 25.
The two feasts had different emphases because of the different religious and cultural contexts in which they arose, but essentially
their meaning was the same: the celebration of the birth of Christ as the dawning of the new light, the true sun, of history [The
Spirit of the Liturgy, pp. 106-107)].

Eventually, however, the emphasis on January 6th shifted — particularly in the west (and in some parts of the east) — to reflect
manifestations of Christ beside that which occurred at his birth (namely, those that occurred at the coming of the magi, at his
baptism, and at the wedding feast of Cana).
5. Who were the Magi?
Pope Benedict explains: In the relevant sources, the concept of Magi (mágoi) encompasses a wide range of meanings, from the
wholly positive to the wholly negative. To the first of the four principal meanings, Magi are understood to be members of the
Persian priestly caste.
In Hellenistic culture they were regarded as “rulers of a distinctive religion,” but at the same time their religious ideas were
thought to be “strongly influenced by philosophy,” so that the Greek philosophers have often been portrayed as their pupils (cf.
Delling, “mágos,” p. 356).
No doubt this view contains some not easily definable element of truth: after all, Aristotle himself spoke of the philosophical work
of the Magi (cf. ibid., p. 357).
Continued on Page 5

Sunday, January 3rd - Epiphany of the Lord
Sacristan: Chuck Luther
Commentator: Judy Wagoner
First Reading: John Brennan
Second Reading: Dottie Carpenter
Ordinary Minister of Holy Communion: Deacon Kohrman
Ushers: Andy Johnson, Katrina Johnson, Kera Parrott

Sunday, January 10th - The Baptism of the Lord
Sacristan: Chuck Luther
Commentator: Carmen Doyle
First Reading: Katie Lamee
Second Reading: Rosemary Mausser
Ordinary Minister of Holy Communion: Deacon Kohrman
Ushers: Dennis Doyle, Patrick Swartz, Mike Rorick

PENITENTIAL ACT
I confess to Almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my words, in
what I have done and what I have failed to do, we strike our breast
during the next phrase: through my fault, through my fault, through
my most grievous fault; therefore I ask the blessed Mary
ever-Virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers and
sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God.
GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of
good will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we
glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, Lord God,
heavenly King, O God, almighty Father, Lord Jesus Christ,
Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; you take
away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; you are seated at
the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you
alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in
the glory of God the Father. Amen.
NICENO-CONSTANTINOPOLITAN CREED
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of
God, born of the Father before all ages. God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were
made. For us men and for our salvation he came down from
heaven, At the words that follow, up to and including and became man, all bow,
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and
became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered
death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in
accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in
glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have
no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and
the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets.
I believe in one, holy catholic and apostolic Church. I confess
one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

PRAYER TO SAINT MICHAEL
Saint Michael, the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our
protection against the wickedness and snares of the devil. May
God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do you, O Prince of the
Heaven Host, by the power of God, cast into hell Satan, and all
the evil spirits who prowl throughout the world seeking the ruin
of souls. Amen.
ANIMA CHRISTI
Soul of Christ sanctify me; Body of Christ save me; Blood of
Christ inebriate me; Water from the side of Christ, wash me;
Passion of Christ, strengthen me; O good Jesus hear me; Within
Your sacred wounds hide me; Separated from You, let me never
be; From the evil one protect me; At the hour of my death, call
me; And bid me to come to You; That with Your saints, I may
praise You forever and ever. Amen.
READINGS FOR SUNDAY—EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
Reading 1
Isaiah 60:1-6 (20ABC)
A reading from the Book of Prophet Isaiah
Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! Your light has come, the glory
of the Lord shines upon you. See, darkness covers the earth,
and thick clouds cover the peoples; but upon you the LORD
shines, and over you appears his glory. Nations shall walk by
your light, and kings by your shining radiance. Raise your eyes
and look about; they all gather and come to you: your sons come
from afar, and your daughters in the arms of their nurses.
Then you shall be radiant at what you see, your heart shall throb
and overflow, for the riches of the sea shall be emptied out
before you, the wealth of nations shall be brought to you.
Caravans of camels shall fill you, dromedaries from Midian and
Ephah; all from Sheba shall come bearing gold and
frankincense, and proclaiming the praises of the LORD.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13
R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.
O God, with your judgment endow the king, and with your
justice, the king's son; He shall govern your people with justice
and your afflicted ones with judgment.
R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.
Justice shall flower in his days, and profound peace, till the
moon be no more. May he rule from sea to sea, and from the
River to the ends of the earth.
R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.
The kings of Tarshish and the Isles shall offer gifts; the kings of
Arabia and Seba shall bring tribute. All kings shall pay him
homage, all nations shall serve him.
R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.
For he shall rescue the poor when he cries out, and the afflicted
when he has no one to help him. He shall have pity for the lowly
and the poor; the lives of the poor he shall save.
R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. Heaven and earth are full
of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who
Reading 2
Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in he highest.
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Ephesians
LAMB OF GOD
Brothers and sisters: You have heard of the stewardship of
Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world, have mercy God's grace that was given to me for your benefit, namely, that
on us. Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world, have the mystery was made known to me by revelation. It was not
mercy on us. Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world, made known to people in other generations as it has now been
grant us peace.
revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that the
Gentiles are coheirs, members of the same body, and copartners
INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION
Priest: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.
sins of the world. Blessed are those called to the supper of the The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Lamb.
Gospel Acclamation - Alleluia
Matthew 2:2
R. Alleluia, alleluia.
Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but We saw his star at its rising and have come to do him homage.
only say the word and my soul shall be healed.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.
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Gospel
Matthew 2:1-12
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of
King Herod, behold, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem,
saying, "Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his
star at its rising and have come to do him homage." When King
Herod heard this, he was greatly troubled, and all Jerusalem
with him. Assembling all the chief priests and the scribes of the
people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born.
They said to him, "In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it has been
written through the prophet:
And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah,
are by no means least among
the rulers of Judah;
since from you shall come a ruler,
who is to shepherd my
people Israel."
Then Herod called the magi secretly and ascertained from them
the time of the star's appearance. He sent them to Bethlehem and
said, "Go and search diligently for the child. When you have
found him, bring me word, that I too may go and do him
homage." After their audience with the king they set out. And
behold, the star that they had seen at its rising preceded them,
until it came and stopped over the place where the child was.
They were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on entering the
house they saw the child with Mary his mother. They prostrated
themselves and did him homage. Then they opened their
treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod,
they departed for their country by another way.
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

January 3, 2021 - The Epiphany of the Lord
“Where is that thing?” mumbled Bob as he searched frantically
on his dimly lit desk for the current electric bill. “I know I put it
right on top of these papers this morning!” Growing in
frustration and bordering on anger, he flies stuff around, moves
books and opines why simple tasks need to be so hard. Enter his
wife, who calmly says, “Maybe it would help if you put the light
on, dear.” The desk light goes on and lo and behold, there is the
electric bill right where Bob left it earlier. All it took was a little
light!
We stubbornly refuse to turn on the lights! Either we are
distracted, determined, disinterested, preoccupied, stubborn,
apprehensive, or all of the above. Or perhaps, we fail to do the
obvious. We would rather live our lives with the dimmest of
lights or even in total darkness. Why are we afraid to do
something so that we can actually see? It might help us to find
quicker and better answers to problems, the meaning of life,
relationships, happiness, and what is ultimate truth. Yet, we
stumble along, moving things from one side to the other, getting
angry, feeling cheated, being unsettled, resigning ourselves to
the agony of defeat once again.
“And behold, the star that they had seen at its rising preceded
them, until it came and stopped over the place where the child
was.” The light has come into the world in the person of Jesus
Christ! We no longer have to fumble in the darkness. We have
been gifted with the illumination we need to see our way
through things and find what we really are looking for. All these
years later, however, so many are still reluctant to accept him.
Perhaps they are unconvinced, disinterested, preoccupied,
stubborn, apprehensive, or all of the above. Everyone has their
own reason for not wanting to turn on the switch.
But there are so many answers to so many of our problems in
this humble Child of Nazareth. A simple birth teaches us about

God’s tender wedded relationship with humanity. It speaks to
the expanse of God’s salvation across the globe, and the
incarnate Divine wonders and blessings that are a part of our life
moment to moment. It calls us to understand the design of world
order God intended as found in the Beatitudes, the sacredness of
every human life and all of creation and the meaning of things
we struggle with most, like suffering and death. We have a lot of
Good News to share, not just with a privileged few but with all
the world. All races and creeds can receive God’s healing word.
God continues to manifest himself even now! Use the light to
find what you are really looking for!
©LPi

PRAYER REQUESTS
Kindly pray for…
† All the unborn, all expectant Mothers, and
those who celebrated their Birthday this past week.
† Those who celebrated their Wedding Anniversary
this past week.
† Father Widmann, John Webster, Beth-sister of
Rosemary, Greg Childs, Don and Sharon Luther parents of Chuck Luther, Miranda Horrell Rockey daughter of Jim and Marilyn Horrell,
Elfrida - Sister of Eugenia and John Barnett,
Molly - Sister of Kelly & Tony O’Neil,
Sister Ruth Herber, Rita Berghoff, John Martin,
Jim Horrell, Pam Mitoraj, Mary Ellen Nolte,
Barb Chmiel’s Brother-Ralph, Judy Ann,
Gemma Maria-granddaughter of Susan &
Irv Arnold, Bob Yurosko, and all who are
suffering from the effects of the COVID-19.
† All who have died as a result of the COVID-19
† Our world all people, both military and civilian
who are in the midst of war, natural disasters,
or social unrest.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 3, 2021
Sunday 1/3 :
Monday 1/4:
Tuesday 1/5:
Wednesday 1/6:
Thursday 1/7:
Friday 1/8:

Saturday 1/9:
Sunday 1/10:
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Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 [cf. 11]/
Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12
1 Jn 3:22—4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a [8ab]/Mt 4:1217, 23-25
1 Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8 [cf. 11]/Mk 6:3444
1 Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13 [cf. 11]/Mk
6:45-52
1 Jn 4:19—5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc, 17 [cf.
11]/Lk 4:14-22a
1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20 [12a]/Lk
5:12-16
1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 6a and 9b [cf.
4a]/Jn 3:22-30
Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 [11b]/Acts
10:34-38/Mk 1:7-11 or Is 55:1-11/Is 12:2-3,
4bcd, 5-6 [3)]/1 Jn 5:1-9/Mk 1:7-1

9 Things You Need to know about Epiphany - continued
other meanings listed by Gerhard Delling are as follows:
possessors and users of supernatural knowledge and ability,
magicians, and finally deceivers and seducers. . . .
For the Magi in Matthew 2, it is the first of the four meanings
that applies, at least in a broad sense. Even if they were not
exactly members of the Persian priesthood, they were nevertheless custodians of religious and philosophical knowledge
that had developed in that area and continued to be cultivated
there [Jesus of Nazareth: The Infancy Narratives].
6. Why did the magi come to see Jesus?
They apparently had material of a prophetic nature (some have
suggested that they got it from an eastern Jewish community,
such as the one in Babylon) that allowed them to identify the
birth of the new "king of the Jews" astronomically. They may
have been especially motivated to come see this king of the
Jews since there was an expectation at the time that a universal
ruler would shortly come from Israel. Pope Benedict explains:
We know from [the Roman historians] Tacitus and Suetonius
that speculation was rife at the time that the ruler of the world
would emerge from Judah-an expectation that [the Jewish
historian] Flavius Josephus applied to [the Roman emperor] Vespasian, consequently finding his way into the latter’s
favor (cf. De Bello Judaico iii, 399–408) [Jesus of Nazareth:
The Infancy Narratives].
7. Why did they go to Herod?
Probably, because they assumed the newborn king would be a
son of Herod — the current "king of the Jews." Pope Benedict
comments: It is quite natural that their search for the newborn
king of the Jews should take them to Israel’s royal city and to
the king’s palace. That, surely, is where the future king must
have been born [Jesus of Nazareth: The Infancy Narratives].
This, of course, played into Herod's paranoia for his throne and
led to the slaughter of the innocents.
8. What was the star?
It is hard to know. Some question whether the star was a
natural phenomenon at all, pointing out that it seems to lead
the magi to Jerusalem, disappear, and then reappear and hover
over the house in Bethlehem.

But this isn't what Matthew says. He does not say that the star
led them to Jerusalem. They merely report that they had seen
the new king's star "in the east" (Matthew 2:2; that is, back in
their homeland), which is why they came to Jerusalem.

question of this star has been revisited [Jesus of Nazareth: The
Infancy Narratives].
Various proposals have been made, including for rare
astronomical phenomena like the conjunction of certain planets
in certain constellations, or supernovas. Which of these, if any,
might have been the Bethlehem star depends on precisely when
Jesus was born, which is too complex a discussion for this post.
9. Does this mean astrology is okay?
No. As the Catechism explains: All forms of divination are to
be rejected: recourse to Satan or demons, conjuring up the dead
or other practices falsely supposed to “unveil” the future.
Consulting horoscopes, astrology...contradict the honor, respect,
and loving fear that we owe to God alone [CCC 2116].
God may have arranged for certain signs to attend the birth of
his Son, but this is the opposite of what astrology involves. Pope
Benedict explains: The Fathers have emphasized a further
aspect. Gregory Nazianzen says that at the very moment when
the Magi adored Jesus, astrology came to an end, as the stars
from then on traced the orbit determined by Christ (cf. Poem.
Dogm. V 55–64: PG 37, 428–429).
In the ancient world, the heavenly bodies were regarded as
divine powers, determining men’s fate. The planets bear the
names of deities. According to the concept prevailing at the
time, they somehow ruled over the world, and man had to try to
appease these powers.

Biblical monotheism soon brought about a clear demythologization: with marvelous sobriety, the creation account describes the
sun and the moon—the great divinities of the pagan world—as
lights that God placed in the sky alongside the entire firmament
of stars (cf. Gen 1:16f.).
On entering the Gentile world, the Christian faith had to grapple
once again with the question of the astral divinities. Hence in
the letters he wrote from prison to the Ephesians and the
Colossians, Paul emphasizes that the risen Christ has conquered
all the powers and forces in the heavens, and that he reigns over
the entire universe.
The story of the wise men’s star makes a similar point: it is not
the star that determines the child’s destiny, it is the child that
directs the star [Jesus of Nazareth: The Infancy Narratives].

Jimmy Akin Blogs (01/05/20) https://www.ncregister.com/blog/9-things-you-needto-know-about-epiphany

What he does say is: When they had heard the king they went
their way; and lo, the star which they had seen in the East went
before them, till it came to rest over the place where the child
was [Matthew 2:9].
This does not necessarily mean that the star appeared to move
in the sky in a way that stars don't ordinarily. Departing from
Jerusalem at night, they may have noted on the short (6 mile)
trip to Bethlehem that the star was in front of them in the sky
— a coincidence arranged by divine providence. Then, when
they got to the house, they noticed it was directly over the
house — again, a coincidence arranged by divine providence
but not necessarily an unusual motion for a star. Thus the
question of whether it could have been a natural phenomenon
remains. Pope Benedict remarks: Nevertheless, the question
whether or not this was an astronomically identifiable and
classifiable celestial apparition was not going to go away.
It would be wrong to dismiss it a priori on account of the
theological character of the story. With the emergence of
modern astronomy, developed by believing Christians, the

For St. Mary Mother of God
•
•
•

Sunday, January 3rd
No Mary’s Kids today!
Sunday, January 10th
No Mary’s Kids today!
RCIA - Mary Kay will be available for questions
following mass.

January 3rd: Weekly Church Offering
January 10th: Weekly Church Offering
You may mail in your offerings to the parish
office, P.O. Box 11383, Fort Wayne, IN 468571383, during this time or you may use the
Online Giving option on the parish website
(www.stmarysfw.org). Thank you!
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GUIDELINES FOR MASS
It has certainly been quite some time since we have all been together, and I know all of us are looking
forward to seeing each other again to share in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass in our spiritual home, and
rightly so. Having said this, there will be some adjustments and changes that must be followed to keep
everyone as safe as possible. PLEASE follow these guidelines when returning to mass:
• It is especially important that if you have a cough or fever, or otherwise feel sick, you should NOT come
to church. It is further advised that “all individuals who are 65 and above or who have an underlying
at-risk health condition to stay home.” While commending our pastors and pastoral life coordinators
who have gone to great lengths to assure safe worship spaces in our churches, given the continued
increase of Covid-19 cases in our state, the Indiana bishops hereby extend the dispensation from the
obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of obligation beyond 1 November 2020 until
further notice. The Indiana bishops will continue to monitor the situation to determine when it might be
advisable to modify or lift the dispensation.
• You MUST wear a mask. If you refuse, you will be turned away and we do not want that! If you do not
have access to one, the church will have a limited supply available. The exceptions to this will be young
children under the age of 2, and those who would have respiratory issues.
• Social distancing of 6 feet is required and will be enforced. There will be no visiting INSIDE or OUTSIDE
of the St. Mary Mother of God Church grounds. If you miss talking with someone, please reach out to
them through the many outlets we have available today (telephone, Facebook, etc.!)
• There is a mandated limit of the number of people that may attend mass at any given time, therefore a
head count will be taken upon entering the church. There may be a possibility that you will be turned
away, but we are trying to utilize as much space as possible for that NOT to occur.
• The restrooms will be monitored as well and only a limited number can be in there at one time, so it
might be a good idea to keep that in mind before you head out to church.
• You MUST use hand sanitizer upon entering the Sanctuary. It is being made available to you at the
entrance.
• You will notice that pews have been blocked off, DO NOT use them. Social distancing of 6 feet will also be
required in the pews between individuals or family units.
• You will notice that all hymnals, missalettes, and all worship aids have been removed.
• No singing will be permitted during the Liturgy at this time until further notice.
• The collection baskets will not be utilized; however, baskets will be placed in the back of the Sanctuary
and at the entrance of the church to place your Sunday Collection in.
• There will be no holding hands during the “Our Father” and no “Sign of Peace” will be offered.
• During the reception of communion there will be only two lines. One down the center aisle and one on
the west side of the Sanctuary. Again, you must follow the 6 feet distancing, which you will notice an “X”
placed on the floor as a recommended guideline.
• You must use hand sanitizer prior to Holy Communion. You will notice hand sanitizer dispensers in the
center aisle in the recessed section of the pews on both sides for your use. Also, hand sanitizer will be
available in the aisle along the west side of the church.
• The Blood of Christ will not be offered. If you have a dietary restriction for gluten, please call the church
office and other arrangements may be made.
• Following the final Blessing, please remain seated until the ushers dismiss your row. Parishioners and
visitors seated in the Gathering Area will be dismissed first, then they will dismiss each row beginning
from the back of the Sanctuary.
• Again, there must be NO visiting or congregating following mass INSIDE or OUTSIDE of church. Upon
exiting, please continue to follow the 6 feet social distancing recommendations.
If you have any questions, please call the church office. Prior to mass there will be our Ushers ready to answer any questions or give you guidance. Please help us make this a reverent and peaceful celebration and
follow ALL these guidelines. The mandates given to us are from the State of Indiana and the Fort WayneSouth Bend Diocese to ensure the safety and well-being of everyone. THANK YOU and WELCOME BACK to
each of you!

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

Sunday, January 3rd
10:45 a.m. - Louise Henry
Monday, January 4th
Mike Laughlin
Tuesday, January 5th
For all who are suffering from COVID-19
Wednesday, January 6th
Steve Campbell
Thursday, January 7th
Steve Laughlin
Friday, January 8th
Richard Wiley
Saturday, January 9th
For the Benefactors of the Church,
Soup Kitchen, and Ave Maria House
Sunday, January 10th
For the People of St. Mary Mother of God Parish
If you would like to request a mass intention on a specific day for a
deceased loved one or for a special intention, please contact the
Parish Office at 424-8231. Two or more names may be submitted for
one mass if they are related, (i.e. husband/wife; father/son; living
and deceased of the Frank Jones and Sam Smith Families).
According to Canon Law, the Bishops of a Province determine the
offering amount that seems appropriate. The Bishops of Indiana
Province have determined that the appropriate offering is $10 per
mass. Envelopes are available in the Gathering Area.

MASS OFFERINGS
Have you considered a Mass offered at important annual events
of your life such as birthdays and anniversaries for yourself or
loved ones, both living and deceased? That’s a better way to
show our gratitude to God, the author of life. Because the Mass
is the highest form of worship on Earth, there are many fruits
and graces that result from having a Mass said. The reason that
this tradition has been passed on for centuries is because of the
many spiritual fruits that result from this form of prayer. The
celebration of the Eucharist is the highest form of worship in the
Catholic Church because we unite ourselves with Christ's
sacrifice on the cross in worship of his Father. Let us not miss out
on these graces for yourself and those you love!
St. John Paul II emphasized the graces that
come when a Mass is offered. "The Church
believes that she will be heard, for she prays
in union with Christ her Head and Spouse,
who takes up this plea of His Bride and joins
it to His own redemptive sacrifice."

Saint Mary’S Soup Kitchen
Please mark your grocery lists for our Soup
Kitchen. This week we are asking for
INSTANT POTATOES.
Soup Kitchen Weekend Volunteers
Saturday 10:00 am-1:00 pm
Sunday 11:30 –1:00 pm
Sunday, January 3rd
Lynn Berkeley
Saturday, January 9th
Christine Lyons
Sunday, January 10th
Shanebrooks
AVE MARIA HOUSE PANTRY NEEDS
INDIVIDUALLY WRAPPED SNACKS

JANUARY 3, 2021

INDIANA CATHOLIC BISHOPS EXTEND
MASS DISPENSATION
INDIANA CATHOLIC BISHOPS EXTEND MASS DISPENSATION…
While commending our pastors and pastoral life coordinators
who have gone to great lengths to assure safe worship spaces
in our churches, given the continued increase of Covid-19
cases in our state, the Indiana bishops hereby extend the dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and
Holy Days of obligation beyond November 1, 2020 until further notice. The Indiana bishops will continue to monitor the
situation to determine when it might be advisable to modify
or lift the dispensation.
FORT WAYNE AREA TELEVISED MASSES:
WPTA Ch. 21.3 (MyTV) | Frontier: 9, 509 |
Comcast: 252, 1024, 1172 | DirecTV, 22
10 am: WISE CW Ch. 33.1 | Frontier 6, 506 | Comcast 19,
1033 | DirecTV 33 | Dish 34
7 am:

St. Mary Mother of God Live-Stream Mass
Our 10:45 a.m. Sunday mass is now being live-streamed!
Please go to our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/237495779612838
You may also see our mass on YouTubehttps://www.youtube.com/channelUCsPPPuN77xcFklyafnJEDA/ to participate in the Liturgy if you are unable to be
here with us.
PRAYER TO MAKE A “SPIRITUAL COMMUNION”
Saint Alphonsus Liguori
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy
Sacrament. I love you above all things and I desire to receive
You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You
sacramentally, come at least into my heart. I embrace You as if
you were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never
permit me to be separated from You. Amen.

For the Month of January 2021
Human Fraternity
May the Lord give us the grace to live in full fellowship
with our brothers and sisters of other religions,
praying for one another, open to all.

