May 17, 2020
Sixth Sunday of Easter

ST. MARY
MOTHER OF GOD
CATHOLIC CHURCH
“Serving the People of God
Spiritually and Physically since 1848”

1 1 0 1 S. L A FAYE T T E , F T. WAY NE , IN 4 6 8 0 2
FATHER PHILLIP A. WIDMANN, Pastor
WWW.STMARYSFW.ORG

Mass Schedule
Sunday - 10:45 am
Holy Day - 5:15 pm

Parish Office
1101 S. Lafayette • Ft. Wayne, IN 46802
Hours........... Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4:00 pm
Fri. 8:30 am-2:00 pm
Telephone .......................... (260) 424-8231
Fax ...................................... (260) 426-2029
Email ................ stmarysfw@stmarysfw.org
Mail .................................... P.O. Box 11383
Ft. Wayne, IN 46857-1383

Parish Staff
Pastoral Associate & SVDP
Anthony Henry .................. (260) 424-8231
Sacramental Coordinator
Mary Kay Matasky ............ (260) 424-8231
Music Director
Greg Childs ....................... (260) 466-8770
Mary’s Kids Director
Therese Spencer………….(260) 747-4242
Liturgical Environment
Chuck Luther ..................... (260) 424-8231
Wedding Coordinator
Rebecca Silkworth ............ (260) 223-7018

Parish Mission Statement
“Believing in faith in action, St. Mary Mother
of God Catholic Church strives to reach out to
others through the joyful celebration of Word
and Sacrament, embracing diversity, and
working for peace, justice, and non-violence.”

Office & Hall Manager/Bulletin Editor
Sue Koester ...................... (260) 424-8231
Business Manager
Julie Crouch ...................... (260) 424-8231
Receptionist
Karen Grashoff ................. (260) 424-8231
Nursery Director
Judy Parrott ...................... (260) 420-1929
Building Operations/SK Deliveries
Tom Freehill……………….(260)424-8231
St. Mary's Soup Kitchen Director
Diane Day ......................... (260) 426-1217
St. Mary’s Soup Kitchen Asst. Director
John Martin………………..(260) 426-1217
Soup Kitchen Volunteer Coordinator
Dee Kumfer ...................... (260) 422-4968
Soup Kitchen Volunteer Coordinator—
Weekends
Val Vorndran……………...(260) 450-5170
Ave Maria House
Dottie Carpenter…………..(260) 424-3355
Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council
Joanne Miller………………(260) 492-9273

Sacraments

Matrimony
Arrangements are to be made with priest at least
6 months in advance. Pre-marriage instruction
required.
Sick and Communion Call
Please keep the Church Office informed of the
sick and homebound, particularly when there is
serious illness.
Baptism
For details please call the Church Office.
Baptismal Preparation is required for parents.
Reconciliation
Sunday: 10:00am-10:30am OR
Anytime by appointment.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
Call Parish Office for information.

Parish Pastoral Council
Nov, Jan, Mar, May, 1st Sunday, after Mass

Bulletin Deadline

Monday 12:00 pm
Call or email submissions.

Parish Membership Welcome

Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us, whether visitors, long time residents, or newly
arrived in the parish. We thank God for you. If you wish to register, please call the parish
office, pick up a registration form in the pew, or complete below and place in collection basket.
Name__________________________________________ Phone No _______________________
Address________________________________________________________________________
City___________________________________________ Zip _____________________________
Check one:
____ New Parishioner ____ New Address ____ New Phone Number ____ Moving, remove from list

ST. MARY MOTHER OF GOD CATHOLIC CHURCH

FORT WAYNE, IN

Second Reading
1 Peter 3:15-18
A reading from the first Letter of Saint Peter
Beloved:
Sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts. Always be ready to give
an explanation to anyone who asks you for a reason for your
hope, but do it with gentleness and reverence, keeping your
conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who
defame your good conduct in Christ may themselves be put to
shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that be the
will of God, than for doing evil. For Christ also suffered for
sins once, the righteous for the sake of the unrighteous, that
he might lead you to God. Put to death in the flesh, he was
brought to life in the Spirit.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Gospel
John 14:15-21
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John
Jesus said to his disciples: “If you love me, you will keep my
commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give
you another Advocate to be with you always, the Spirit of
truth, whom the world cannot accept, because it neither sees
nor knows him. But you know him, because he remains with
you, and will be in you. I will not leave you orphans; I will
come to you. In a little while the world will no longer see me,
but you will see me, because I live and you will live. On that
day you will realize that I am in my Father and you are in me
and I in you. Whoever has my commandments and observes
them is the one who loves me. And whoever loves me will be
loved by my Father, and I will love him and reveal myself to
him.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Sixth Sunday of Easter - May 17, 2020
First Reading
Acts of the Apostles 8:5-8, 14-17
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed the
Christ to them. With one accord, the crowds paid attention to
what was said by Philip when they heard it and saw the signs
he was doing. For unclean spirits, crying out in a loud voice,
came out of many possessed people, and many paralyzed or
crippled people were cured. There was great joy in that city.
Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had
accepted the word of God, they sent them Peter and John,
who went down and prayed for them, that they might receive
the Holy Spirit, for it had not yet fallen upon any of them;
they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.
Then they laid hands on them and they received the Holy We hope for many things: passing an exam, finding our true
love, securing sustainable work, or surviving an illness. We
Spirit.
often seek to have God be a part of what we hope for and
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
desire, almost trying to convince Him that our agenda is what
is ultimately important. While our particular hopes may
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20 appear to be what needs to be achieved in order for us to be
R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.
happy, they really are not. Our lesser, more personal hopes
Shout joyfully to God, all the earth, sing praise to the glory of can distract us from true hope.
his name; proclaim his glorious praise. Say to God, “How
tremendous are your deeds!”
When God became a human being, a powerful message was
R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.
sent: all that is authentically human is found in the divine. As
“Let all on earth worship and sing praise to you, the human Jesus lived and died in order to show us that he
sing praise to your name!” Come and see the works of God, truly is the universal Christ, we have to keep our sight
his tremendous deeds among the children of Adam.
focused on our eternal truth and destiny and who we truly
R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.
are. We have to be careful when we allow our earthly
He has changed the sea into dry land; through the river they concerns to distract us. True hope is found when we place our
passed on foot; therefore let us rejoice in him. He rules by his trust in Christ’s promises and don’t rely on our own strength.
might forever.
True hope focuses on striving toward the fulfillment of God’s
R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.
promises and not simply on achieving what we think we need
Hear now, all you who fear God, while I declare what he has in this life. Hope always travels with two friends — faith and
done for me. Blessed be God who refused me not my prayer love. In this trio of virtues, we find the very presence of God
or his kindness!
born in every human being. These are God’s greatest gifts,
R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.
and they lead us to the fullness of His presence.

Gospel Reflection - continued
As with faith and love, we cannot see hope with just our
human eyes. We don’t carry this virtue within us to use solely
for our own personal agenda. Hope is not something that
simply comes with the human package. As with faith and
love, hope is a gift that is given to us to draw us closer to our
eternal truth. Faith, hope, and love are signs that there is
something far greater going on in us and something greater
to persevere in obtaining. The true divine gift of hope is what
will endure any hardship we encounter, especially those that
will come from authentically living the Gospel. With all that is
happening in our lives, in our church, and in our world, what
is the reason for our hope? Ask God for the fortitude to see
His eternal gift as the reason we get up in the morning and do
the things we do.
©LPi

“to everything there is a season and a time for every purpose
under heaven”
“a time to be born…”
“a time to love…”
“a time to be healed…”
John Martin, Jim Horrell, Sue Pierce, Mary Blaettner,
Pam Mitoraj, Angela, Sister of Melinda Reyes,
and all who are suffering from COVID-19
“a time to die”
All who have died as a result of the COVID-19
“and a time for peace”
in our world all people, both military and civilian who are in
the midst of war, natural disasters.
Ecclesiastes 3:1f

Let us remember in prayer during the month of May, our
Blessed Virgin Mary intentions as we, as a country, renew
the consecration to her as our source of protection and
strength.

GUIDELINES FOR MASS RESUMPTION ON MAY 24, 2020
It has certainly been quite some time since we have all been together, and I know all of us are looking
forward to seeing each other again to share in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass in our spiritual home, and
rightly so. Having said this, there will be some adjustments and changes that must be followed to keep
everyone as safe as possible. PLEASE follow these guidelines when returning to mass:
•

•

•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•

•

It is especially important that if you have a cough or fever, or otherwise feel sick, you should NOT
come to church. It is further advised that “all individuals who are 65 and above or who have an
underlying at-risk health condition to stay home.” The dispensation from the obligation to attend
Sunday Mass has been extended for ALL Catholics in the Fort Wayne-South Bend Diocese through
August 15, 2020.
You MUST wear a mask. If you refuse, you will be turned away and we do not want that! If you do
not have access to one, the church will have a limited supply available. The exceptions to this will be
young children under the age of 2, and those who would have trouble breathing.
Social distancing of 6 feet is required and will be enforced. There will be no visiting INSIDE or
OUTSIDE of the St. Mary Mother of God Church grounds. If you miss talking with someone, please
reach out to them through the many outlets we have available today (telephone, Facebook, etc.!)
There is a mandated limit of the number of people that may attend mass at any given time,
therefore a head count will be taken upon entering the church. There may be a possibility that you
will be turned away, but we are trying to utilize as much space as possible for that NOT to occur.
The restrooms will be monitored as well and only a limited number can be in there at one time, so it
might be a good idea to keep that in mind before you head out to church.
You MUST use hand sanitizer upon entering the Sanctuary. It is being made available to you at the
entrance.
You will notice that pews have been blocked off, DO NOT use them. Social distancing of 6 feet will
also be required in the pews between individuals or family units.
You will notice that all hymnals, missalettes, and all worship aids have been removed.
No singing will be permitted during the Liturgy at this time until further notice.
The collection baskets will not be utilized; however, baskets will be placed in the back of the
Sanctuary and at the entrance of the church to place your Sunday Collection in.
There will be no holding hands during the “Our Father” and no “Sign of Peace” will be offered.
During the reception of communion there will be only two lines. One down the center aisle and one
on the west side of the Sanctuary. Again, you must follow the 6 feet distancing, which you will notice
an “X” placed on the floor as a recommended guideline.
You must use hand sanitizer prior to Holy Communion. You will notice hand sanitizer dispensers in
the center aisle in the recessed section of the pews on both sides for your use. Also, hand sanitizer
will be available in the aisle along the west side of the church.
The Blood of Christ will not be offered. If you have a dietary restriction for gluten, please call the
church office and other arrangements may be made.
Following the final Blessing, please remain seated until the ushers dismiss your row. Parishioners
and visitors seated in the Gathering Area will be dismissed first, then they will dismiss each row
beginning from the back of the Sanctuary.
Again, there must be NO visiting or congregating following mass INSIDE or OUTSIDE of church.
Upon exiting, please continue to follow the 6 feet social distancing recommendations.

If you have any questions, please call the church office. Prior to mass there will be our Ushers ready to
answer any questions or give you guidance. Please help us make this a reverent and peaceful
celebration and follow ALL these guidelines. The mandates given to us are from the State of Indiana
and the Fort Wayne-South Bend Diocese to ensure the safety and well-being of everyone. THANK YOU
and WELCOME BACK to each one of you!

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

As of the March 22, 2020, Mass,
all intentions will be rescheduled
when Sunday Mass resumes.

Saint Mary’S Soup Kitchen
Please mark your grocery lists for our Soup
Kitchen. This week we are asking for
MACARONI.
Soup Kitchen Weekend Volunteers
Saturday 10:00 am-1:00 pm
Sunday 11:30 –1:00 pm
Sunday, May 17th
Liz & John Peterson
Shanebrooks

Saturday, May 23rd
Jennifer and Sergio
Sunday, May 24th
Friends
AVE MARIA HOUSE PANTRY NEEDS
Toilet Paper and Paper Towels

MAY 17, 2020

ATTENTION PLEASE
There are still continuing concerns regarding the uncertainty
of the COVID - 19 world-wide pandemic, and every precaution
is being taken in order to ensure the safety and the well-being
of our parishioners, guests, volunteers, and staff. Following
the guidelines of the Indiana Back on Track Plan, St. Mary
Mother of God Church is making the following changes to
their schedule: CHURCH OFFICE will resume normal business
hours on Monday, May 18th, however, the church itself will
remain locked until further notice. You may call the church
office and appointments may be scheduled. The AVE MARIA
HOUSE will remain closed until further notice. The SOUP
KITCHEN will resume it’s normal business hours on Tuesday,
May 26th. INCOME TAX PREP will resume its service on
June 1st and run through June 17th and will continue its
“Drop Off” only procedure. If you have any questions or
concerns, please feel free to call the church office. Thank You!

May 17:
May 21:
May 24:

Weekly Church Offering
Ascension
Weekly Church Offering

You may mail in your offerings to the parish office, P.O. Box
11383, Fort Wayne, IN 46857-1383, during this time or you
may use the Online Giving option on the parish website
(www.stmarysfw.org). Thank you!

Do you feel a calling to minister to
our shut-ins? Please call the church
office at 424-8231 for more
information, or if you know of a
parishioner who may be homebound
and in need of communion brought
to them.

JUST TO LET YOU KNOW…
With the many changes that are occurring with the reopening
of Indiana churches, agencies, businesses, etc., please
continue to check in at the St. Mary Mother of God Parish
website stmarysfw.org, the Facebook page “St. Mary Mother
of God Catholic Church (Official Page)”, for updates as we
receive them. You may also call the church office at 424-8231
or email stmarysfw@stmarysfw.org any time with any
questions or concerns. Thank you and remain in hope...

ALL REGIONS: SUNDAY MASS WITH
BISHOP KEVIN C. RHOADES
Participate in a livestream Mass with Bishop Kevin C.
Rhoades every Sunday at 10 a.m.. To join, visit the Diocese of
Fort Wayne-South Bend YouTube or Facebook pages. Search
“@diocesefwsb.”
FORT WAYNE AREA TELEVISED MASSES:
7 am: WPTA Ch. 21.3 (MyTV) | Frontier: 9, 509 | Comcast:
252, 1024, 1172 | DirecTV, 22
10 am: WISE CW Ch. 33.1 | Frontier 6, 506 | Comcast 19,
1033 | DirecTV 33 | Dish 34

