
Parish Mission Statement 
 

“Believing in faith in action, St. Mary Mother 
of God Catholic Church strives to reach out  to 
others through the joyful celebration of Word   
and Sacrament, embracing diversity, and 
working for peace, justice, and non-violence.”

January 16, 2022 
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

“Serving the People of God  
Spiritually and Physically  since 1848” 

 

Receptionist 
 Karen Grashoff ................. (260) 424-8231 
Building Operations/SK Deliveries 
   Vacant………………(260) 424-8231 
Mary’s Kids  
 Sunday Morning 9:30 AM—10:30 AM 
Wedding Coordinator 
 Rebecca Silkworth 
Bell’s Program Administrator 
  John Barnett ………………(260) 424-8231 

St. Mary's Soup Kitchen Director 
 Diane Day …………………(260) 426-1217 
St. Mary’s Soup Kitchen Asst. Director 
 John Barnett………………(260) 426-1217 

Soup Kitchen Volunteer Coordinator 
 Dee Kumfer……………….(260) 422-4968 
Soup Kitchen Volunteer Coordinator—    
 Weekends 
  Val Vorndran……………..(260) 450-5170 
Ave Maria House 
 Dottie Carpenter………….(260) 424-3355 

Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council 
 Kathleen Smith  
           Kathleen.smith@cityoffortwayne.org 

Parish Membership Welcome 
Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us, whether visitors, long time residents, or newly 
arrived in  the  parish.  We  thank  God  for  you.  If  you  wish  to  register,  please  call  the  parish  
office,  pick up a registration form in the pew, or complete below and place in collection basket. 
Name__________________________________________  Phone No _______________________ 
 

Address________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City___________________________________________  Zip _____________________________ 
 

Check one: 
____ New Parishioner  ____ New Address  ____ New Phone Number  ____ Moving, remove from list 

 

     

Parish Pastoral Council 
Nov, Jan, Mar, May, 1st Sunday, after Mass 
Bulletin Deadline       Monday 12:00 pm 
Email submissions to stmarysfw@stmarysfw.org 

 

FATHER DON WIMAL JAYASURIYA, Pastor 
wjayasuriya@stmarysfw.org 

 

Mass Schedule            
Sunday - 10:45 am 

Holy Day - 5:15 

1101 S.  LAFAYET TE,  F T.  WAYNE,  IN 46802  

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

ST. MARY 
MOTHER OF  GOD 

Parish Office  
 

1101 S. Lafayette • Ft. Wayne, IN 46802 
Hours .......... Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4:00 pm 
  Fri. 8:30 am-2:00 pm 
Telephone.......................... (260) 424-8231 
Fax ..................................... (260) 426-2029 
Email ................. stmarysfw@stmarysfw.org 
Mail..................................... P.O. Box 11383 
  Ft. Wayne, IN 46857-1383 

Parish Staff  & Volunteers 
 

SVDP Pastoral Services 
 Gary Lebrato/Angela Greven/ Kate Brogan
  .......................................... (260) 424-8231 
Music Director 
 Greg Childs………………..(260) 424-8231 

Baptism Coordinator 
 Mary Kay Matasky ............ (260) 424-8231 
Liturgical Environment 
  Anne Tkacz……………… . (260) 424-8231 
Business/Office Manager 
 Sue Jordan ....................... (260) 424-8231 
Parish Newsletter 
   Rosemary Mausser….rdmausser@msn.com 

Sacraments 
Matrimony 
Arrangements  are  to  be made with priest at least  
6 months in advance.  Pre-marriage instruction 
required.  Contact Fr. Wimal Jayasuriya 

Sick and Communion Call 
Please  keep  the Church Office informed of  the  
sick and homebound, particularly when there is  
serious illness. 

Baptism 
For details please call the Church Office. Baptismal 
Preparation is required for parents. 

Reconciliation 
Sunday:  10:00am-10:30am or anytime by appoint-
ment 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Call Parish Office for information. 



 

 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

PRAYER  REQUESTS  
Kindly pray for… 

 

† Let us pray all those suffering from religious discrimination and 
persecution; may their own rights and dignity be recognized, 
which originate from being brother and sisters in the human  
family. 
 
†  Ted  Brown  †  Mary Ellen Nolte 

†  Rita Berghoff  †  Don and Kathy Magner 

† Jerry Chambers  †  Dottie Carpenter 

†  Chris Koenig  †  Barb Chmiel’s brother Ralph and son 

      Edward 

†  Metrice Smith  †  Gemma Maria—granddaughter of  

†  Amy Miller    Susan and Irv Arnold 

†  John Webster  †  Eugenia Barnett and her sister  

†  Judy Zern    Elfrida Wilson 

†  Mica                             †   Nancy Jo Lauso, G. Bachinsky’s cousin 

†  Ken Lehto  †  Kathy, daughter of Tom Rumschlag 

†  Matt Whitacre  †  Carol Taylor 

†  Pam Mitoraj  †  Mica                                     

†  Rena Zirille’s sister Gina 

†  All who are suffering from COVID-19 

Week of  January 16 

Sun:    Is 62:1-5/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 7-8, 9-10 [3]/1 Cor 12:4-11/Jn 2:1-11 
Mon:   1 Sm 15:16-23/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23/Mk 2:18-22 
Tues:   1 Sm 16:1-13/Ps 89:20, 21-22, 27-28/Mk 2:23-28  
Wed:   1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51/Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10/Mk 3:1-6  
Thurs:  1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7/Ps 56:2-3, 9-10a, 10b-11, 12-13/Mk 3:7-
 12 
Fri:       1 Sm 24:3-21/Ps 57:2, 3-4, 6 and 11/Mk 3:13-19  
Sat:      2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27/Ps 80:2-3, 5-7/Mk 3:20-21  
Next Sunday: : Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15/1 Cor 12:12-30 
 or 12:12-14, 27/Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-21 
  
 
 
Feast Days: 
 

Mon:    St. Anthony, Abbot  
Tues:    Week of Prayer for Christian Unity  
Wed:    St. Bassian, Bishop of Lodi 
Thurs:  St. Fabian, Pope and Martyr; St. Sebastian, Martyr  
Fri:   St. Agnes, Virgin and Martyr  
Sat:         Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children  
  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. MARY MOTHER OF GOD CATHOLIC CHURCH                                                        FORT WAYNE, IN 

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

God delights in you. How do you feel when you hear 
that? Delight usually comes with an exuberant flow of joy 
that seemingly arises from one’s toes with the expression 
of great glee. Reflecting upon the deep measure of joy 
God has in us can be a source of joy for ourselves. Delight 
is infectious. A very young brother and sister were play-
ing on the beach when the all too familiar ice cream truck 
made its daily rounds. The boy shook with excitement and 
delight as he took his sister’s hand and exclaimed, “The 
ice cream man is here, isn’t it great!” As they ran off to-
ward the truck, one could hear the girl reply, “Yeah, I 
can’t wait!” The experience of a child’s delight in some-
thing so simple as ice cream, lifts our spirits from our bur-
dens and transports us to the lighter, more innocent side of 
life. 
 
Life is not meant to be a burden. Believe it or not, God 
actually wants us to be happy! In fact, the wedding feast 
at Cana shows us that God even puts His blessing on our 
happiness. It is okay to celebrate the wonder of ourselves 
and others. Life is good. It is always interesting to note 
that Jesus saves the good wine until last. You would think 
it would be the other way around. The superb quality of 
Jesus’ wine points to the superior quality of life we find in 
Christ. It is not a life of burdens but a life of wonder and 
delight! In Christ, we are lifted from the superficial and 
mundane to a life of purpose, hope, and love. 
 
God is with us through the long haul, through the chal-
lenges and sorrows as well as the successes and accom-
plishments. In spite of the fact that we often wander from 
the path, God’s celebratory delight in us remains. As 
spouses are asked to remain faithful to each other through 
whatever life brings, God remains faithful too. This prom-
ise remains through this life and into the next. All we 
have to do is take the advice of Jesus’ mother to heart 
when she says, “Listen to him.” This wisdom saves us 
from foolishly giving in to the illusion that we can make 
better wine than Jesus. 
 
 
      ©LPi 

January 16th          2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Sacristan:   Katrina Johnson 
Commentator/Petitions:  Carmen Doyle 
Servers:   Lauren O’Neil, Timmy O’Neil        
First Reading:   Melinda Reyes                
Second Reading:  Katie Lamee 
EMHC:   Louise Yahne, Celeste Streicher 
Ushers:  Ken Yahne, Dennis Doyle, Andy Johnson 

January 23rd         3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Sacristan:   SuzAnne Runge 
Commentator/Petitions:  Rosemary Mausser 
Servers:   Victoria Koenig, Luisa Koenig 
First Reading:   Aric Koenig               
Second Reading:  John Brennan 
EMHC:   Ken Yanhe, Louise Yanhe 
Ushers:  Jim Huth, Julie Huth, Patrick Swartz 



2022 Mass Requests  
Request a Mass Intention on a specific day for a deceased loved 
one or for a special intention. The Mass stipend is $10 per mass.   

2ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

           Sunday, January 9 — Darlane Deck 

        Sunday, January 16 — Fr Phil Widmann 

       Tuesday, January 18 — Kathy Imler 

        Sunday, January 23 — Pearl Curtis 

JAN. 16, 2022 

Alcoholics Anonymous Program 
5pm every Thursday - St. Mary’s Oechtering Hall 

WEEKLY EMAIL PARISH UPDATES  
Are you interested in receiving a weekly email about happen-
ings at St. Mary’s?  It includes late breaking news, updates on 
people in need of prayer and upcoming events.  Contact Rose-
mary Mausser to get on the list or to update your email address. 
rdmausser@msn.com or call 705-0494.   

                 Offertory 1/2  $2,978 
Online Giving Dec. 27-Jan. 2         $1,150 

You may mail in your offerings to the parish office, P.O. Box 
11383, Fort Wayne, IN 46857-1383, or you may use the Online 
Giving option on the parish website (www.stmarysfw.org).   

Thank you! 

Parish Library 
Visit the Parish Library before or after Mass. The library is 
located in the hallway outside the nursery on the outer wall. 
Check out books on an honor system and bring them back 
when you are finished reading.  Advent reading—prepare the 
way of the Lord. 

HOMEBOUND EUCHARISTIC VISIT 
Are you, or someone you know wanting to receive Commun-
ion at home?  There is a team at St. Mary’s who provide Eu-
charist on a weekly basis as needed.  Please contact Rosemary 
Mausser at rdmausser@msn.com or Fr. Wimal to request. 

Let us know if you or a family member is in the  
hospital and would like a visit from a priest 

Mary’s Kids Religious Education 
Grades 1-8 Sunday 9:30-10:30 AM 

Call the parish office to register 

 

 
 

SAINT MARY’S SOUP KITCHEN 
Please mark your grocery lists for our Soup Kitchen.   

This week we are asking for  
RICE 

 
SOUP KITCHEN WEEKEND VOLUNTEERS 

Saturday & Sunday 10:00 am-Noon  

Sunday January 16—Shanebrooks, Lynn Berkeley 

Saturday January 22—Rick and Deb Imel 

Sunday January 23—Rachel Shreck 

 

AVE MARIA HOUSE —  Cold Cereal, Snacks, & Koolaid 

Take Pictures! 
We would like to feature photos of events at St. Mary’s 
throughout the year in our bulletin and on social media. If you 
take a picture on your cell phone of some event, please for-
ward it to Sue Jordan at businessmanager@stmarysfw.org for  
possible inclusion in the bulletin. This is a great opportunity 
for teens. All you need is smart phone. 

Christ Child Soceity 
The weekend of January 22nd, the Christ Child Society of Fort 
Wayne will have empty baby bottles available after Masses for our 
annual Baby Bottle Fundraiser.  We are asking for your help to 
fund the ministries that support children in our community by filling 
your bottle with loose change.  CCSFW is an all- volunteer, 501(c)
(3) organization dedicated to serving at-risk children.   
 
Please bring back your filled baby bottle the weekends of February 
12, 19, and 26th. If you are unable to obtain a baby bottle or find it 
more convenient, please consider a donation made online at 
Christchildfw.org or by mailing to Christ Child Society of Fort 
Wayne, PO Box 12708, Fort Wayne, IN 46864  

Hiring P/T Maintenance - Apply Now 

St. Mary Mother of God Catholic Church and Soup Kitchen is 
seeking to fill the part-time Facility Maintenance position im-
mediately. Work includes light maintenance work and delivery 
pick up. Person must have a valid driver’s license. If interest-
ed, apply online at diocesefwsb.org/careers/ 

You Are Invited! 
You are invited to share your faith in our sessions. Join our 
RCIA candidate Sarah Camino as we break open the Word 
together. We meet after Mass for about an hour in the Reli-
gious Education office. (11:45am) 
 
January 23 Baptism and Confirmation 
February 6 Eucharist, the Mass 
February 20 Reconciliation and Anointing of the Sick 
March 13 Marriage and Holy Orders and Prayer 
March 27  Mary and the Saints 

Ava’s Grace Support Group 
If you have experienced miscarriage, stillbirth, or infant loss and would 
like to listen to, learn from, and pray with others who know this deep 

suffering, consider attending the ava’s grace monthly online support 

group, offering spiritual, emotional, and practical support to families 
who have lost a baby before or after birth. The support group meets 

over Zoom on the third Wednesday evening of the month from 8-9:30 

p.m. Please email Lisa Everett at leverett@diocesefwsb.org for the 

Zoom meeting link and password. For more information about ava’s 
grace, visit diocesefwsb.org/avasgrace. 



“Sharing the Light of Christ” Award - 2022 
 
After the death of St. Mary’s iconic paster Father Tom O’Connor, Bishop John 
M. D’Arcy asked St. Mary’s to create an award in his memory to “encourage the 
next generation of Father Toms.” This award, The Father Tom O’Connor Light of 
Christ Award, by design and with only one exception, honored persons outside 
the parish whose work incorporated the elements of faith in action that were im-
portant to Father Tom. 
 
After the phasing out of the Father Tom Award in 2016, Father Phil Widmann created a new 
award designed to honor St. Mary’s parishioners whose volunteer work on behalf of the parish of-
ten goes unnoticed.  
 
This new award is The St. Mary Mother of God Parish Sharing the Light of Christ Award, and the 
person we honor with it today is among our most unsung hero's, we honor and congratulate  
Jane Wick! 

 
Jane Wick’s service to this Church began some 50 years ago. At a time when the St. Mary’s Rec-
tory was the central “ hub-bub” of activity, she was often there to greet people who came for 
meetings or prayer sessions or other activities in the preparation of the soup to be served from the 
Rectory the following morning. She became great friends with Office Manager Thelma Schulte 
and assisted Thelma in ways few people knew about. She served both as a Eucharistic Minister 
and in taking Communion to the homebound, and has been a behind-the-scenes support person for 
several families in the parish. 
 
Jane has in more recent years taken charge of the funeral luncheons.  She coordinates preparation 
of these luncheons for families and friends of a parishioner of St. Mary’s following the funeral 
Mass.  This relieves the family of the burden of having to provide a meal, and she and others set 
up the parish hall, cook or procure the food, and clean up afterwards.  It is an integral part of the 
service we provide to others in need. She is a long-time member and current President of the St. 
Martin DePorres Society, our parish outreach to black Catholics and others to encourage all peo-
ple to worship with us and to reach out to those in need.  She is a stalwart in the Easter celebration 
for neighborhood children held on Holy Saturday.  You will find her here on Thanksgiving morn-
ing assisting in the distribution of food to those who frequent our Soup Kitchen throughout the 
year, and she has assisted in Soup Kitchen fund-raisers. Jane, thank you for all the service you do 
for others as you were presented with the Madonna of the Streets statue at Mass on January 9th. 
Congratulations! 

 

 
 
Pray for the souls of the faithful departed, especially Rita Burghoff and Floyd Ball, who faithfully 
served St. Mary’s in many ways. Please keep their families and friends in your prayers. 

 
 
 

Thank you Kathleen Smith and the parish council members for coordinating the 
Potluck and parish fellowship. After Mass on January 9. 



 
 
 
 
 
From the Pastor’s desk…  
We are already in the Liturgical season of the Ordinary Time. Over the last season of Fall, Advent, and Christmas we have had many activities 
and meaningful liturgical celebrations. I appreciate the very positive feedback that most of you shared with me of our parish life and activities.  
A parishioner can be defined as: “One who is registered and actively participates in the liturgical/pastoral life of the parish through the gener-
ous, sacrificial and proportionate sharing of his or her God-given giftedness of time, talent and treasure.” 
When I reflected on this definition, I thought it is incumbent upon me to thank you for all your share in the parish life especially over the past 
season of Advent and Christmas. 
My sincere thanks to:  

• All the members of the Parish and Finance committees for their diligent, invaluable service and collaboration in all parish activities; 

• Dottie Carpenter for her ever dedication especially at Ave Maria House; 

• Gary Lebrato, Angela Greven, Kate Brogan, and Judy Parrott for the exemplary voluntary service they do on St. Vincent De Paul activities 
at St. Mary’s;  

• Pat McBride and his team of volunteers for the job very well done in serving one thousand meals on the Thanksgiving Day; 

• Joe Miller and his team of volunteers for meticulously organizing and directing the Christmas-Box program in serving 1,200 needy fami-
lies; 

• John Barnett, Ken Yahne, and Mary Kay Matasky for the dedicated work on Bell’s Scholarship Program; 

• Ken Yahne for faithfully and efficiently organizing and completing the Annual Bishop’s Appeal; 

• Francie Hogan for directing the Alcoholic Anonymous meetings every Thursday; 

• Jane Wick, Dottie Carpenter, Anne Tkacz, Peggy Neidhart, Rosemary Mausser, Jennifer Hayes, and Marilyn Horrell for organizing St Mar-
tin De Porres activities, especially the Angel Tree in helping the needy children at Christmas;  

• Music Director, Greg Childs his colleagues, Bill Silkworth and Ted Brown for meaningful and uplifting music always and especially on 
Christmas Eve; 

• Anne Tkacz, Leonora Hatfield, Jennifer Hayes, Kelly O’Neil, and their families for creating beautiful seasonal liturgical environments; 

• Katrina Johnson, Susan Jehl, SuzAnne Runge, Maxine Stovall, and Judy Parrott for the dedicated work in the Sacristy; 

• Susan Gray for the silent, unseen generosity in altar arrangements and keeping sacred linen clean, 

• Susan Berghoff, Linda Stabler, SuzAnne Runge and Jason Romano for keeping the garden and indoor plants beautiful; 

• Pam Mitoraj for the silent work she does in connecting the parishioners through her post cards; 

• Commentators, Ushers, Lectors, Cantors, Altar Servers, Collectors, Extra-Ordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, Money Counters, and 
volunteers of the Ave Maria House and the Soup Kitchen for your invaluable services; especially Val Vorndran for all her uncompromising 
involvements given any situation; 

• Bill & Becky Silkworth and Eric Toy for the live-stream of the Liturgical Services;  

• Different representatives who lit the candles of the Advent wreath and the kids for the live- nativity scene. 

• Parish staff for the sensitivity to the needs of the parish activities and dedicated service; 

• Rosemary Mausser for all parish coordination through her email; 

• And, last but not least, all of you, for your collaboration, participation, generosity, good cheer, wishes, suggestions, and feedbacks.  

"The parish is where the Church lives. Parishes are communities of faith, of action, and of hope. They are where the Gospel i s pro-
claimed and celebrated, where believers are formed and sent to renew the earth. Parishes are the home of the Christian commun ity; 
they are the heart of our Church. Parishes are the place where God's people meet Jesus in Word and Sacrament and come in touc h with 
the source of the Church's life." 

I appreciate your special role in promoting participation in the life, mission, and work of the faith community of St. Mary Mother of God. 

God bless all of you, may Mary Mother of God intercede for us. 

Fr.Wimal 


