
Parish Mission Statement 
 

“Believing in faith in action, St. Mary Mother 
of God Catholic Church strives to reach out  to 
others through the joyful celebration of Word   
and Sacrament, embracing diversity, and 
working for peace, justice, and non-violence.”

January 2, 2022 
The Epiphany of the Lord 

“Serving the People of God  
Spiritually and Physically  since 1848” 

 

Receptionist 
 Karen Grashoff ................. (260) 424-8231 
Building Operations/SK Deliveries 
   Vacant………………(260) 424-8231 
Mary’s Kids  
 Sunday Morning 9:30 AM—10:30 AM 
Wedding Coordinator 
 Rebecca Silkworth 
Bell’s Program Administrator 
  John Barnett ………………(260) 424-8231 

St. Mary's Soup Kitchen Director 
 Diane Day …………………(260) 426-1217 
St. Mary’s Soup Kitchen Asst. Director 
 John Barnett………………(260) 426-1217 

Soup Kitchen Volunteer Coordinator 
 Dee Kumfer……………….(260) 422-4968 
Soup Kitchen Volunteer Coordinator—    
 Weekends 
  Val Vorndran……………..(260) 450-5170 
Ave Maria House 
 Dottie Carpenter………….(260) 424-3355 

Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council 
 Kathleen Smith  
           Kathleen.smith@cityoffortwayne.org 

Parish Membership Welcome 
Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us, whether visitors, long time residents, or newly 
arrived in  the  parish.  We  thank  God  for  you.  If  you  wish  to  register,  please  call  the  parish  
office,  pick up a registration form in the pew, or complete below and place in collection basket. 
Name__________________________________________  Phone No _______________________ 
 

Address________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City___________________________________________  Zip _____________________________ 
 

Check one: 
____ New Parishioner  ____ New Address  ____ New Phone Number  ____ Moving, remove from list 

 

     

Parish Pastoral Council 
Nov, Jan, Mar, May, 1st Sunday, after Mass 
Bulletin Deadline       Monday 12:00 pm 
Email submissions to stmarysfw@stmarysfw.org 

 

FATHER DON WIMAL JAYASURIYA, Pastor 
wjayasuriya@stmarysfw.org 

 

Mass Schedule            
Sunday - 10:45 am 

Holy Day - 5:15 

1101 S.  LAFAYET TE,  F T.  WAYNE,  IN 46802  

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

ST. MARY 
MOTHER OF  GOD 

Parish Office  
 

1101 S. Lafayette • Ft. Wayne, IN 46802 
Hours .......... Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4:00 pm 
  Fri. 8:30 am-2:00 pm 
Telephone.......................... (260) 424-8231 
Fax ..................................... (260) 426-2029 
Email ................. stmarysfw@stmarysfw.org 
Mail..................................... P.O. Box 11383 
  Ft. Wayne, IN 46857-1383 

Parish Staff  & Volunteers 
 

SVDP Pastoral Services 
 Gary Lebrato and 
  Angela Greven  ................. (260) 424-8231 
Music Director 
 Greg Childs………………..(260) 424-8231 

Baptism Coordinator 
 Mary Kay Matasky ............ (260) 424-8231 
Liturgical Environment 
  Anne Tkacz……………… . (260) 424-8231 
Business/Office Manager 
 Sue Jordan ....................... (260) 424-8231 
Parish Newsletter 
   Rosemary Mausser….rdmausser@msn.com 

Sacraments 
Matrimony 
Arrangements  are  to  be made with priest at least  
6 months in advance.  Pre-marriage instruction 
required.  Contact Fr. Wimal Jayasuriya 

Sick and Communion Call 
Please  keep  the Church Office informed of  the  
sick and homebound, particularly when there is  
serious illness. 

Baptism 
For details please call the Church Office. Baptismal 
Preparation is required for parents. 

Reconciliation 
Sunday:  10:00am-10:30am or anytime by appoint-
ment 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Call Parish Office for information. 



 

 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

PRAYER  REQUESTS  
Kindly pray for… 

 

† Let us pray for catechists, parents and grandparents, summoned 
to announce the Word of God:  may they be its witnesses, with 
courage and creativity and in the power of the Holy Spirit.  
 
†  Ted  Brown  †  Mary Ellen Nolte 

†  Rita Berghoff  †  Don and Kathy Magner 

† Jerry Chambers  †  Linda Stabler’s granddaughter Kaylee 

†  Chris Koenig  †  Barb Chmiel’s brother Ralph 

†  Metrice Smith  †  Gemma Maria—granddaughter of  

†  Amy Miller    Susan and Irv Arnold 

†  John Webster  †  Eugenia Barnett and her sister  

†  Judy Zern    Elfrida Wilson 

†  Myrta Gonzalez  †   Nancy Jo Lauso, G. Bachinsky’s cousin 

†  Ken Lehto  †  Kathy, daughter of Tom Rumschlag 

†  Matt Whitacre  † Judy Parrott’s Family    

†  Pam Mitoraj  †  Lois Henkenius, mother of Eve Alberini 

†  Mica                                     †  All who are suffering from COVID-19 

                   

 

 

Week of  January 2 

Sun:    Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 [cf.11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-
 6/Mt 2:1-12   
Mon:   1 Jn 3:22—4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a/Mt 4:12-17, 23-25  
Tues:   1 Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8/Mk 6:34-44  
Wed:   1 Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13/Mk 6:45-52  
Thurs:  1 Jn 4:19—5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc, 17/Lk 4:14-22a  
Fri:       1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20/Lk 5:12-16  
Sat:      1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 6a and 9b/Jn 3:22-30  
Next Sunday:  Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 [11b]/Acts 10:34-
 38/Lk 3:15-16, 21-22   
 
 
Feast Days: 
 

Mon:    The Most Holy Name of Jesus  
Tues:    St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious  
Wed:    St. John Neumann, Bishop  
Thurs:  St. André Bessette, Religious  
Fri:   St. Raymond of Penyafort, Priest  
Sat:         St Gudula 

  
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. MARY MOTHER OF GOD CATHOLIC CHURCH                                                        FORT WAYNE, IN 

The Epiphany of the Lord 

In his Apostolic Exhortation, The Joy of the Gospel, Pope 
Francis references a thought from Pope Benedict XVI: 
“Being a Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a 
lofty idea, but the encounter with an event, a person, which 
gives life a new horizon and a decisive direction.” Today we 
celebrate an encounter with the Person of Jesus Christ! This 
simple but holy event in time dramatically changes human 
life, pointing it toward a new horizon and giving it a decisive 
direction. This is a message and truth that is not meant to be 
shared with only a select few who qualify but with the entire 
world. Pope Francis continues saying, “Thanks solely to this 
encounter or renewed encounter with God’s love, which 
blossoms into an enriching friendship, we are liberated from 
our narrowness and self-absorption. We become fully human 
when we become more than human, when we let God bring 
us beyond ourselves in order to attain the fullest truth of our 
being.” 
 
Look around at people. Where is life heading for them? 
What gives them direction? Even we who are people of faith 
can get distracted and lose our focus. God, in all of His full-
ness, is revealed in Jesus Christ and we can encounter Him! 
God is tangible, real, vulnerable, poor, and full of wonders, 
surprises, and opportunities. For those who are struggling 
and lost, today is a day of great joy. All they have to do is 
reach out and touch the truth of Christ.  
This presence is revealed in the poor, exploited, and vulnera-
ble ones who cry out for compassion and love. But it is also 
found in the faithful ones who see in the Epiphany of God a 
liberation from structures and systems that hurt us, a narrow-
ness of mind and heart that constricts us, and an absorption 
in our self-agenda that prevents us from seeing anything oth-
er than ourselves as important. 
 
We have been given the charge of preaching this Good 
News. If only we could find a way to be more effective, it 
might stand a chance of doing what God intended it to do. 
There is always tomorrow and our memory of that bright 
new light that shone so brilliantly that Bethlehem night 
pointing us to truth and reminding us that we are loved. 
 
 
      ©LPi 

January 2nd         The Epiphany of the Lord 
Sacristan:  SuzAnne Runge 
Commentator/Petitions:  Rena Zirille 
Servers:  Carl O’Neil, Tony O’Neil        : 
First Reading:  John Barnett   
Second Reading:  Pat McBride  
EMHC:  Rosemary Mausser, Maxine Stovall 
Ushers: Celeste Streicher, Andy Johnson, Katrina Johnson 

January 9th          The Baptism of the Lord     
Sacristan:   Sue Jehl 
Commentator/Petitions:  Judy Wagoner 
Servers:  Maxine Stovall, Aric Koenig        CHRISTMAS CARRY IN 
First Reading:   Louise Yahne               -sponsored by Parish Council 
Second Reading:  Ken Yahne  
EMHC:  Sue Jehl, Pat McBride 
Ushers:  Patrick Swartz, Ron Raml, John Webster 



2022 Mass Requests  
Request a Mass Intention on a specific day for a deceased 
loved one or for a special intention. The Mass stipend is $10 
per mass.   

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

             Sunday, January 2 — For the People 

         Thursday, January 6 — Jim Horrell 

             Sunday, January 9 — Darlane Deck 

JAN. 2, 2022 

Alcoholics Anonymous Program 
5pm every Thursday - St. Mary’s Oechtering Hall 

WEEKLY EMAIL PARISH UPDATES  
Are you interested in receiving a weekly email about 
happenings at St. Mary’s?  It includes late breaking 
news, updates on people in need of prayer and upcom-
ing events.  Contact Rosemary Mausser to get on the list 
or to update your email address. rdmausser@msn.com 

Due to an early publication deadline, the collections will be  
published in the next bulletin. 
 
You may mail in your offerings to the parish office, P.O. Box 
11383, Fort Wayne, IN 46857-1383, or you may use the Online 
Giving option on the parish website (www.stmarysfw.org).   

Thank you! 

Parish Library 
 

Visit the Parish Library before or after Mass. The library 
is located in the hallway outside the nursery on the outer 
wall. Check out books on an honor system and bring 
them back when you are finished reading.  Advent read-
ing—prepare the way of the Lord. 

HOMEBOUND EUCHARISTIC VISIT 
Are you, or someone you know wanting to receive Commun-
ion at home?  There is a team at St. Mary’s who provide Eu-
charist on a weekly basis as needed.  Please contact Rosemary 
Mausser at rdmausser@msn.com or Fr. Wimal to request. 

Let us know if you or a family member is in the  
hospital and would like a visit from a priest 

 
Mary’s Kids Religious Education 

No class January. 2 

 

 
 

 
 

SAINT MARY’S SOUP KITCHEN 
Please mark your grocery lists for our Soup Kitchen.   

This week we are asking for  
 

SOUP KITCHEN WEEKEND VOLUNTEERS 
Saturday & Sunday 10:00 am-Noon  

 
Sunday, January 2—OPEN 

Saturday, January 8— Shruthi 

Sunday, January 9— Renee Buskirk, Molly P 

 

 

AVE MARIA HOUSE —  Creamer and Sugar 

Take Pictures! 
 
We would like to feature photos of events at St. Mary’s 
throughout the year in our bulletin and on social media. If 
you take a picture on your cell phone of some event, please 
forward it to Sue Jordan at businessmanager@stmarysfw.org 
for  possible inclusion in the bulletin. This is a great oppor-
tunity for teens. All you need is smart phone. 

Mark your calendars and please join St. Mary parish 
family as we celebrate the Christmas season with a car-
ry-in after Mass on January 9, 2022. Look for a link in 
the weekly parish e-mail (from Rosemary Mausser) to 
sign up for a dish to share with the parish. You can also 
call Kathleen Smith on 260-409-1014 if you would like 
to bring a dish but don’t have access to the internet. 
Drinks will be provided. 

Maintenance Opportunity 

 
St. Mary Mother of God Catholic Church and Soup Kitchen 
is seeking to fill the part-time Facility Maintenance position 
immediately. Work includes light maintenance work and de-
livery pick up. Person must have a valid driver’s license. If 
interested, apply online at diocesefwsb.org/careers/ 

Christmas Flowers in Memory of: 

Anne Fox 
Anita Miller 

John Gemperline 
The Garard Family 

The Boyers Family 

 



THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD JAN. 2, 2022 

Diocese Events 

Little Flower Holy Hour 
Little Flower Holy Hour for Vocations is  sponsored by 
the Vocation Office. This monthly event is held from 7-8 
p.m. on the first Tuesday of each month at the St. Mother 
Theodore Guerin Chapel next to the Cathedral of the Im-
maculate Conception in Fort Wayne. Each month is led by 
a different priest or deacon, with the January Holy Hour 
being led by Fr. Daniel Koehl. Please Join us in praying 
for vocations. 

Mental Health Services  
through Catholic Charities 

If  you have been considering professional services for 
your mental health, there are local resources available to 
help you. Catholic Charities of Fort Wayne-South Bend 
offers in-house counseling services throughout the diocese 
through the Clinical Liaison program. A referral can be 
made through your pastor or though the diocesan Mar-
riage and Family Ministry office. Email Caty Burke at 
cburke@diocesefwbs.org or Lisa Everett at  
leverett@fwsb.org for a confidential referral. 

Diocesan Museum Presents 
Diocesan Museum in Fort Wayne is a treasure trove of 
religious artifacts that brings to life the history of the Di-
ocesan of Fort Wayne– South Bend. From December to 
January, the museum presents a feature exhibit: Christmas 
Altar Pictures. Come and see the beauty and creativity in 
this exhibit featuring photos of more than 30 diocesan 
church altars decorated for the sacred season. Other 
Christmas-related artifacts are also on display. Located at 
1103 S. Calhoun St. next to the Cathedral of the Immacu-
late Conception, the museum is open Tuesday through 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and by appointment. Free 
parking available in any Cathedral lot. 

2022 March for Life - Save Your Seat 
Thursday, January 20 - Sunday, January 23 

REGISTRATION CLOSES SOON 
 
The Diocesan March for Life pilgrimage for students 
grades 9-12 is January 20-23, 2022. Tentative sched-
ule includes the National March for Life on Friday, 
Jan. 2, and a Diocesan Mass at the National Shrine of 
the Immaculate Conception with Bishop Kevin C. 
Rhodes on Saturday, Jan. 22. Join hundreds of stu-
dents and adult leaders from our diocese as we pray 
and march for the protection of human life! Learn 
more and register at diocesefwsb.org/march-for-life 

The Pope’s Mission 
 The Gift of Hope 

  

 

 

 

 

Do you remember the all-consuming joy of being a child at 

Christmas and unwrapping gifts placed below the tree? 

This Christmas, you can give a child in the missions a level 

of joy far-exceeding even that feeling, and you can give gifts 

greater than anything ever found below the tree.  

You can give the gifts of safety, education, nourishment and 

compassion. Above all, you can give the gift of the knowledge 

of God's great love for each of us ~ the gift hope!  

 
Learn more at missio.org 

Be a Totus Tuus Missionary 
Are you a college student or young adult looking to deep-
en your own spiritual life through serving young people? 
Join the 2022 Totus Tuus Summer Missionary Team, 
which is made up[ of four college-aged missionaries who 
receive training and travel to six parish sites for a week-
long summer formation programs with children and youth. 
Lodging and stipend provided. For more information and 
to apply, go to diocesefwsb.org/totus-tuus 

Diocesan Offices Now Hiring! 
The diocese is now hiring for multiple positions at both 
the Fort Wayne and Mishawaka diocesan offices. Oppor-
tunities include administrative, ministry, communications, 
and more! Bilingual candidates needed for certain posi-
tions. For more information about specific openings and to 
apply, visit diocesefwsb.org/careers 

Monthly Masses Interpreted for the Deaf 
Note: due to a lack of an interpreter, there is currently no 
interpreted Mass in the Fort Wayne area. An interpreter 
for the deaf will be present at St. Matthew Cathedral in 
South Bend, 1701 Miami St., on the second and forth Sun-
day of the month at the 11 a.m. Mass. At this time, an in-
terpreter for the deaf is not present at the Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception in Fort Wayne: however, we are 
actively seeking someone to partner with the diocese to 
provide this service. If you would like to raise awareness 
for the Deaf Ministry and assist its efforts to provide sup-
port for the deaf members of the Catholic community in 
our diocese, contact Allison Sturm at  
asturm@diocesefwsb.org or 260-399-1452 



St. Mary’s Parish Mission:  We reach out to one another and to our neigh-
bors in need to share the gifts of God’s love and the resources each of us has 
been given.   

JAN. 2, 2022 


