
Parish Mission Statement 
 

“Believing in faith in action, St. Mary Mother 
of God Catholic Church strives to reach out  to 
others through the joyful celebration of Word   
and Sacrament, embracing diversity, and 
working for peace, justice, and non-violence.”

December 19, 2021 
4th Sunday of Advent 

“Serving the People of God  
Spiritually and Physically  since 1848” 

 

Receptionist 
 Karen Grashoff ................. (260) 424-8231 
Building Operations/SK Deliveries 
   Vacant………………(260) 424-8231 
Mary’s Kids  
 Sunday Morning 9:30 AM—10:30 AM 
Wedding Coordinator 
 Rebecca Silkworth 
Bell’s Program Administrator 
  John Barnett ………………(260) 424-8231 

St. Mary's Soup Kitchen Director 
 Diane Day …………………(260) 426-1217 
St. Mary’s Soup Kitchen Asst. Director 
 John Barnett………………(260) 426-1217 

Soup Kitchen Volunteer Coordinator 
 Dee Kumfer……………….(260) 422-4968 
Soup Kitchen Volunteer Coordinator—    
 Weekends 
  Val Vorndran……………..(260) 450-5170 
Ave Maria House 
 Dottie Carpenter………….(260) 424-3355 

Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council 
 Kathleen Smith  
           Kathleen.smith@cityoffortwayne.org 

Parish Membership Welcome 
Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us, whether visitors, long time residents, or newly 
arrived in  the  parish.  We  thank  God  for  you.  If  you  wish  to  register,  please  call  the  parish  
office,  pick up a registration form in the pew, or complete below and place in collection basket. 
Name__________________________________________  Phone No _______________________ 
 

Address________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City___________________________________________  Zip _____________________________ 
 

Check one: 
____ New Parishioner  ____ New Address  ____ New Phone Number  ____ Moving, remove from list 

 

     

Parish Pastoral Council 
Nov, Jan, Mar, May, 1st Sunday, after Mass 
Bulletin Deadline       Monday 12:00 pm 
Email submissions to stmarysfw@stmarysfw.org 

 

FATHER DON WIMAL JAYASURIYA, Pastor 
wjayasuriya@stmarysfw.org 

 

 
Mass Schedule           Sunday - 10:45 am 

Christmas Eve-4 pm         Christmas Day-10:45 am 

1101 S.  LAFAYET TE,  F T.  WAYNE,  IN 46802  

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

ST. MARY 
MOTHER OF  GOD 

Parish Office  
 

1101 S. Lafayette • Ft. Wayne, IN 46802 
Hours .......... Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4:00 pm 
  Fri. 8:30 am-2:00 pm 
Telephone.......................... (260) 424-8231 
Fax ..................................... (260) 426-2029 
Email ................. stmarysfw@stmarysfw.org 
Mail..................................... P.O. Box 11383 
  Ft. Wayne, IN 46857-1383 

Parish Staff  & Volunteers 
 

SVDP Pastoral Services 
 Gary Lebrato and 
  Angela Greven  ................. (260) 424-8231 
Music Director 
 Greg Childs………………..(260) 424-8231 

Baptism Coordinator 
 Mary Kay Matasky ............ (260) 424-8231 
Liturgical Environment 
  Anne Tkacz……………… . (260) 424-8231 
Business/Office Manager 
 Sue Jordan ....................... (260) 424-8231 
Parish Newsletter 
   Rosemary Mausser….rdmausser@msn.com 

Sacraments 
Matrimony 
Arrangements  are  to  be made with priest at least  
6 months in advance.  Pre-marriage instruction 
required.  Contact Fr. Wimal Jayasuriya 

Sick and Communion Call 
Please  keep  the Church Office informed of  the  
sick and homebound, particularly when there is  
serious illness. 

Baptism 
For details please call the Church Office. Baptismal 
Preparation is required for parents. 

Reconciliation 
Sunday:  10:00am-10:30am or anytime by appoint-
ment 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Call Parish Office for information. 



 

 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

PRAYER  REQUESTS  
Kindly pray foré 

 

À Let us pray for catechists, parents and grandparents, summoned 
to announce the Word of God:  may they be its witnesses, with 
courage and creativity and in the power of the Holy Spirit.  
 
À  Ted  Brown  À  aŀǊȅ 9ƭƭŜƴ bƻƭǘŜ 

À  wƛǘŀ .ŜǊƎƘƻũ  À  5ƻƴ ŀƴŘ YŀǘƘȅ aŀƎƴŜǊ 

À WŜǊǊȅ /ƘŀƳōŜǊǎ  À  [ƛƴŘŀ {ǘŀōƭŜǊΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ YŀȅƭŜŜ 

À  /ƘǊƛǎ YƻŜƴƛƎ  À  .ŀǊō /ƘƳƛŜƭΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ wŀƭǇƘ 

À  aŜǘǊƛŎŜ {ƳƛǘƘ  À  DŜƳƳŀ aŀǊƛŀτƎǊŀƴŘŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ƻŦ  

À  !Ƴȅ aƛƭƭŜǊ    {ǳǎŀƴ ŀƴŘ LǊǾ !ǊƴƻƭŘ 

À  WƻƘƴ ²ŜōǎǘŜǊ  À  9ǳƎŜƴƛŀ .ŀǊƴŜǧ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ  

À  WǳŘȅ ½ŜǊƴ    9ƭŦǊƛŘŀ ²ƛƭǎƻƴ 

À  aȅǊǘŀ DƻƴȊŀƭŜȊ  À   bŀƴŎȅ Wƻ [ŀǳǎƻΣ DΦ .ŀŎƘƛƴǎƪȅΩǎ Ŏƻǳǎƛƴ 

À  YŜƴ [ŜƘǘƻ  À  YŀǘƘȅΣ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ¢ƻƳ wǳƳǎŎƘƭŀƎ 

À  aŀǧ ²ƘƛǘŀŎǊŜ  À  WƻƘƴ .ŀǊƴŜǧΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ ǿƘƻ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ  

À WǳŘȅ tŀǊǊƻǧΩǎ CŀƳƛƭȅ   ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ 

À  tŀƳ aƛǘƻǊŀƧ  À  [ƻƛǎ IŜƴƪŜƴƛǳǎΣ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ 9ǾŜ !ƭōŜǊƛƴƛ 

À  aƛŎŀ                                     À  !ƭƭ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǎǳũŜǊƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ /h±L5-мф 

À  ¢ƻƳ CǊŜŜƘƛƭƭ                   

 

Week of  December 19th 

Sun:    Mi 5:1-4a/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 [4]/Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-
 45  
Mon:   Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 [cf. 7c and 10b]/Lk 1:26-38  
Tues:   Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21 [1a; 3a]/
 Lk 1:39-45  
Wed:   1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd [cf. 1a]/Lk 1:46-56 
Thurs:  Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14 [cf. Lk 21:28]/
 Lk 1:57-66  
Fri:       2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29 [2]/Lk 
 1:67-79  
Sat:      Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29 [2a]/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/ 
Next Sunday:  Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 1]/Col 3:12-21 
 or 3:12-17/Lk 2:41-52 or 
 
Feast Days: 
 

Mon:    St. Julius 
Tues:    St. Peter Canisius, Priest 
  and Doctor of the Church 
Wed:    St. Demetrius 
Thurs:  St. John of Kanty, Priest 
Fri:   Christmas Eve  
Sat:          The Nativity of the Lord 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. MARY MOTHER OF GOD CATHOLIC CHURCH                                                        FORT WAYNE, IN  

4th Sunday of Advent 

St. Augustine tells us that a ñChristian is a mind through 
which Christ thinks, a heart through which Christ loves, a 
voice through which Christ speaks and a hand through which 
Christ helps.ò As we look around and out at the world, we 
do not have to search too far before we come face to face 
with inequity and injustice. There is so much unfairness, 
prejudice, anger, hatred, violence, and want. The stories of 
human heartache, people being hurt, deprived of lifeôs ne-
cessities, loneliness, and sickness are far too commonplace. 
For many of the worldôs ills, the vices of greed, lust, pride, 
gluttony, and jealousy are clearly among the more signifi-
cant root causes. 
 
Why doesnôt God just step in and fix this mess? After all, 
God created this world, and one would hope that he would 
step up and take some measure of responsibility for it! Once 
we sit with this thinking for a while, we can begin to realize 
just how flawed it really is. God did take responsibility and 
God did fix the problem! God sent us Jesus Christ as the di-
vine solution to the worldôs ills. It is not God who has 
shirked responsibility, we have. We are the ones who contin-
ually fail to set our own personal needs, wants, and securi-
ties aside so that One more powerful than us can use us. 
 
Mary had to set her needs aside in order for the Son of God 
to come into the world. Put simply, Mary listened and be-
lieved. Having opened herself to being an instrument of the 
Divine, God could use her as his mind, heart, voice, and 
hand. She became Godôs vessel so that Godôs greatness 
could reach the ends of the earth and peace could come upon 
the world. Godôs fix for the worldôs difficulties is you and 
me. We are the ones who confess that Jesus Christ came into 
the world as the Son of God, the Prince of Peace, and herald 
of justice. All we have to do is believe, as did Mary, that 
what has been spoken to us by the Lord will be fulfilled. 
Then, we can step aside and be the Christians we claim to 
be. What a difference it would make if every person who 
professed to be Christian truly understood that their one and 
only vocation is to be Godôs instrument. What a beautiful, 
equitable, and just world it would be. 
 
 
      ©LPi 

December 19th            4th Sunday of Advent 
Sacristan:  Judy Parrott 
Commentator/Petitions:  Judy Wagoner 
Servers:  Katy Parrott, Maxine Stovall        : 
First Reading:  Katie Lamee   
Second Reading:  Carmen Doyle   
EMHC:  Judy Parrott, Celeste Streicher  
Ushers: Patrick Swartz, Val Vorndran, Ken Yahne 

December  26th           The Holy Family 
Sacristan:  Katrina Johnson 
Commentator/Petitions:  Carmen Doyle 
Servers:  Antonio Salazar, Cecar Ruiz        : 
First Reading:  Rosemary Mausser   
Second Reading:  Joe Miller  
EMHC:  Louise Yahne, Ken Yahne  
Ushers: Dennis Doyle, John Webster, Andy Johnson 



2022 Mass Requests  
Request a Mass Intention on a specific day for a deceased loved 
one or for a special intention. The Mass stipend is $10 per mass.   

4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

  Sunday, December 19 ñ  Paul and Carol Smith  

     Friday, December 24 ñ John and Marjorie Koorsen  

      Richard Carpenter  

Saturday, December 25 ñ Christopher Mitoraj  

   Sunday, December 26 ñ Fr. Phil Widmann  

DEC. 19, 2021  

Alcoholics Anonymous Program 
5pm every Thursday - St. Maryôs Oechtering Hall 

²99Y[¸ 9a!L[ t!wL{I ¦t5!¢9{  
Are you interested in receiving a weekly email about 
happenings at St. Maryôs?  It includes late breaking 
news, updates on people in need of prayer and upcom-
ing events.  Contact Rosemary Mausser to get on the 
list or to update your email address. 

       

Due to an early publication deadline, the collections will be  
published in the next bulletin.  
 
You may mail in your offerings to the parish office, P.O. Box 
11383, Fort Wayne, IN 46857-1383, or you may use the Online 
Giving option on the parish website (www.stmarysfw.org).   

Thank you! 

Parish Library 
 

Visit the Parish Library before or after Mass. The library is 
located in the hallway outside the nursery on the outer 
wall. Check out books on an honor system and bring them 
back when you are finished reading.  Advent reading—
prepare the way of the Lord. 

HOMEBOUND EUCHARISTIC VISIT 
 
Are you, or someone you know wanting to receive Com-
munion at home?  There is a team at St. Maryôs who pro-
vide Eucharist on a weekly basis as needed.  Please contact 
Rosemary Mausser at rdmausser@msn.com or Fr. Wimal 

Let us know if you or a family member is in the  
hospital and would like a visit from a priest 

Maryôs Kids Religious Education 
No class December. 19, 26 and  

January. 2 
 

Parish Office closed December. 23, 24,  
and 31 

 

 
 

 
SAINT MARYõS SOUP KITCHEN 

Please mark your grocery lists for our Soup Kitchen.   
This week we are asking for  

INSTANT POTATOES 
 

SOUP KITCHEN WEEKEND VOLUNTEERS 
Saturday & Sunday 10:00 am-Noon  

 
            Sunday, December 19ñHeidi and Jim, Erica 
         Saturday, December, 25ñClosed 
            Sunday, December, 26ñOPEN 

 

 

AVE MARIA HOUSE ñ  Zip Lock Small Sandwich Bags 

   and Large Garbage bags 

Angel Tree 
 
Thanks to all who donated. Because of your generosity we 
were able to help nearly 100 children. Catholic Charities, 
whom we partnered with, were overwhelmed and  

impressed by the level of our giving. 
—Martin de Porres Ministry. 

 

From your Pastorõs desk.. 
 

 
The whole world is going through a 
difficult time owing to COVID-19 and its variants. 
Throughout 2021 we learned how to live with the 
pandemic. We have had more activities creatively 
carried out to continue and strengthen the mission 
of St. Maryôs  thanks to your enthusiastic partici-
pation and collaboration in all the affairs of the 
parish.  
¶ Christmas is most truly Christmas when we cel-
ebrate it by giving the light of Love to those 
who need it most. 

¶ Christmas is love in action. Every time we love, 
every time we give, it is Christmas. 

May the celebration of Christmas leave us with 
hearts full of hope and happiness to have a won-
derful year ahead.  
I shall remember all of you at Christmas Mass. 
 

Merry Christmas, 
Fr. Wimal. 



Mass Schedule 
 

Christmas Eve                             4:00 pm  
 

 Christmas                         10:45 am 
 

 Sunday, December 26    10:45 am 
 

 New Yearôs Day               10:45 am 
 

 Sunday, January 2  10:45 am 

4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT  DEC. 19, 2021  

Take Pictures! 
We would like to feature photos of events at St. Maryôs 
throughout the year in our bulletin and on social media. If 
you take a picture on your cell phone of some event, 
please forward it to Sue Jordan at businessmanag-
er@stmarysfw.org for  possible inclusion in the bulletin. 
This is a great opportunity for teens. All you need is smart 
phone. 

QUESTIONS 101 
 
Have you had a question that you are just dying to ask? Is 
there something that you do not understand? Do you 
want to know why the Church teaches what it does? 
Have you been curious about something in the Catholic 
Church? This is your chance! 
Mary Kay Matasky will be available after Mass  
December 19 to answer your questions. You can come to 
one or all of these sessions . There is no set agenda, 
simply questions and answers.  
You are the agenda. Stay as long as you like. 

 
Sample Questions: 

 
¶ What are the major orders of priesthood? 
¶ Were there any married Popes? 
¶ What are the 3 kinds of Baptism? 
¶ Why were there 12 Apostles? 
         
These are just a few questions. Come with your own. 
Mary Kay Matasky has a Masters degree from St. 
Meinrad School of Theology and almost 60 years of 
teaching experience.  

Maintenance Opportunity 

 

St. Mary Mother of God Catholic Church and Soup Kitchen is 

seeking to fill the part-time Facility Maintenance  

position immediately. Work includes light maintenance work 

and delivery pick up. Person must have a valid driverôs license. 

If interested, apply online at diocesefwsb.org/careers/ 

Mark your calendars and please join St. Mary parish fami-
ly as we celebrate the Christmas season with a carry-in 
after Mass on January 9, 2022. Look for a link in the 
weekly parish e-mail (from Rosemary Mausser) to sign up 
for a dish to share with the parish. You can also call Kath-
leen Smith on 260-409-1014 if you would like to bring a 
dish but donôt have access to the internet. Drinks will be 
provided. 

Thank you Joe Miller, Karen Berggoetz  
and every one who helped make our  
Christmas Box Ministry a success. 
Over 1,000 families participated! 

Martin de Porres 
 

The Martin de Porres Ministry will meet today (12/19) 
after Mass. Anyone is welcome to join us.  
 
The Martin de Porres ministry thanks all those who con-
tributed gifts for the Angel Tree! 

PARISH HIGHLIGHTS 

PARISHIONERS BE AWARE 
There is a SCAM going around in the parishes where you are 
sent an email to purchase items for a priest. DO NOT follow 
their instructions! If you have any questions, please call Sue at 
the Parish Office. Especially during the Christmas season, we 
must be very careful. Thank you for your understanding. 

Choir News: 
Christmas Eve At St. Maryôs Special Event 

 
Prior to our Christmas Eve Mass, there will be 30 minutes of 
extraordinary music including the Cathedral Brass and Organ, 
as well as special vocal artists. The beauty of this music in our 
sanctuary, bathed in candlelight, will prove to be one of the 
cityôs outstanding Christmas events of the season. Please invite 
your family and friends to share in this magical Christmas event 
beginning at 3:30 om on Christmas Eve. During the 4:00 pm 
Mass, at the Gloria, children from the parish dressed as Mary, 
Joseph, angels and shepherds will escort Baby Jesus to the cre-
che. We still need someone to be Joseph, please contact  

Rosemary at rdmausser@msn.com if you can help. 



4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT  DEC. 19, 2021  

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS IN MEMORY OF 

Fr. Phillip Widmann 
Fr. Don Wimal Jayasuriya 
Christopher Mitoraj 

Charles and James Evans 
Charles and Emma Kennedy 
John and Mary Mitoraj 

All those who died of Covid 
Carroll and Joann McKnight 

Tkacz Family 
Jackson Family 
Richard Johnson 
Jean Johnson 
Chris Monnier 
Don Monnier 
Marie Moran 
Romano Family 

Rita and Merlin Gerardot 
Barney and Helen Berghoff 
John and Marjorie Kooren 
Msgr. Raymond Balzer 

William and Dorothy Karwich 
Bill and Rita Cantello 
John Callow 
Bill Callow 
Tom Callow 
Robert Wagoner 
Kiel Family 
Rohr Family 
Chmiel Family 
Hernandez Family 
Joan Lehman 
Donald Ferguson 

Ralph and Virginia Stevens 
Dorothy Reitz 
Webster Family 

Jim and Marie Reynolds 
Marion and Doris Arnold 
Betty Rosaline Barnett 
Helen Espinosa 
Margaret Johnson 
John Peterson 

John Francis Martin 
Charlotte Ball 
Robert Yurokso 
Joe and Mary Notle 
Tom and Carol Vodde 

 
  


