
Parish Mission Statement 
 

“Believing in faith in action, St. Mary Mother 
of God Catholic Church strives to reach out  to 
others through the joyful celebration of Word   
and Sacrament, embracing diversity, and 
working for peace, justice, and non-violence.”

November 21, 2021 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 

“Serving the People of God  
Spiritually and Physically  since 1848” 

 

Receptionist 
 Karen Grashoff ................. (260) 424-8231 
Building Operations/SK Deliveries 
   Tom Freehill………………(260) 424-8231 
Mary’s Kids  
 Sunday Morning 9:30 AM—10:30 AM 
Wedding Coordinator 
 Rebecca Silkworth 
Bell’s Program Administrator 
  John Barnett ………………(260) 424-8231 

St. Mary's Soup Kitchen Director 
 Diane Day …………………(260) 426-1217 
St. Mary’s Soup Kitchen Asst. Director 
 John Barnett………………(260) 426-1217 

Soup Kitchen Volunteer Coordinator 
 Dee Kumfer……………….(260) 422-4968 
Soup Kitchen Volunteer Coordinator—    
 Weekends 
  Val Vorndran……………..(260) 450-5170 
Ave Maria House 
 Dottie Carpenter………….(260) 424-3355 

Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council 
 Kathleen Smith  
           Kathleen.smith@cityoffortwayne.org 

Parish Membership Welcome 
Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us, whether visitors, long time residents, or newly 
arrived in  the  parish.  We  thank  God  for  you.  If  you  wish  to  register,  please  call  the  parish  
office,  pick up a registration form in the pew, or complete below and place in collection basket. 
Name__________________________________________  Phone No _______________________ 
 

Address________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City___________________________________________  Zip _____________________________ 
 

Check one: 
____ New Parishioner  ____ New Address  ____ New Phone Number  ____ Moving, remove from list 

 

     

Parish Pastoral Council 
Nov, Jan, Mar, May, 1st Sunday, after Mass 
Bulletin Deadline       Monday 12:00 pm 
Email submissions to stmarysfw@stmarysfw.org 

 

FATHER DON WIMAL JAYASURIYA, Pastor 
wjayasuriya@stmarysfw.org 

 

Mass Schedule 
Sunday  -  10:45 am 
Holy Day  -  5:15 pm  

Thanksgiving Day 9:00 am 

1101 S.  LAFAYET TE,  F T.  WAYNE,  IN 46802  

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

ST. MARY 
MOTHER OF  GOD 

Parish Office  
 

1101 S. Lafayette • Ft. Wayne, IN 46802 
Hours .......... Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4:00 pm 
  Fri. 8:30 am-2:00 pm 
Telephone.......................... (260) 424-8231 
Fax ..................................... (260) 426-2029 
Email ................. stmarysfw@stmarysfw.org 
Mail..................................... P.O. Box 11383 
  Ft. Wayne, IN 46857-1383 

Parish Staff  & Volunteers 
 

SVDP Pastoral Services 
 Gary Lebrato and 
  Angela Greven  ................. (260) 424-8231 
Music Director 
 Greg Childs………………..(260) 424-8231 

Baptism Coordinator 
 Mary Kay Matasky ............ (260) 424-8231 
Liturgical Environment 
  Anne Tkacz……………… . (260) 424-8231 
Business/Office Manager 
 Sue Jordan ....................... (260) 424-8231 
 

Sacraments 
Matrimony 
Arrangements  are  to  be made with priest at least  
6 months in advance.  Pre-marriage instruction 
required.  Contact Fr. Wimal Jayasuriya 

Sick and Communion Call 
Please  keep  the Church Office informed of  the  
sick and homebound, particularly when there is  
serious illness. 

Baptism 
For details please call the Church Office. Baptismal 
Preparation is required for parents. 

Reconciliation 
Sunday:  10:00am-10:30am or anytime by appoint-
ment 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Call Parish Office for information. 



 

 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

PRAYER  REQUESTS  
Kindly pray for… 

 

† People who suffer from depression—We pray that people who 
suffer from depression or burn-out will find support and a light 
that opens them up to life. 
  

†  Ted Brown, Diane Youngpeter; Jerry Chambers, Chris Koenig, 

Metrice Smith, Amy Miller, John Webster, Judy Zern, Rita 

Berghoff,  Ken Lehto, Pam Mitoraj, Mary Ellen Nolte, Don and 

Kathy Magner, Linda Stabler’s granddaughter Kaylee, Barb 

Chmiel’s brother Ralph, Gemma Maria-granddaughter of Susan 

& Irv Arnold, Eugenia Barnett and her sister Elfrida Wilson, 

George Bachinsky’s cousin Nancy Jo Lauso, Matt Whitacre,  

Carol Taylor and all who are suffering from COVID-19.   

 

† Our world, all people, both military and civilian who are in the 

midst of war, natural disasters, or social unrest.  

 

     

 

  
 

Week of  November 21st 

Sun:  Dn 7:13-14/Ps 93:1, 1-2, 5 [1a]/Rv 1:5-8/Jn 18:33b-37  
Mon:  Dn 1:1-6, 8-20/Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56 [52b]/Lk 21:1-4  
Tues:  Dn 2:31-45/Dn 3:57, 58, 59, 60, 61 [59b]/Lk 21:5-11  
Wed:   Dn 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23-28/Dn 3:62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67 
 [59b]/Lk 21:12-19  
Thurs:  Dn 6:12-28/Dn 3:68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74 [59b]/Lk 21:20-28 
Fri:  Dn 7:2-14/Dn 3:75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81/Lk 21:29-33  
Sat:  Dn 7:15-27/Dn 3:82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87/Lk 21:34-36  
Next Sunday: Jer 33:14-16/1 Thes 3:12—4:2/Ps 25:4-5, 8-9, 10, 14 
[1b]/Lk 21:25-28, 34-36  
 
Feast Days: 
 
Mon:    St. Cecilia, Virgin and Martyr  
Tues:    St. Clement I, Pope and Martyr; St. Columban, Abbot; Bl. 
 Miguel Agustín Pro, Priest and Martyr 
Wed:    St. Andrew Dũng-Lạc, Priest, and Companions, Martyrs  
Thurs:  St. Catherine of Alexandria, Virgin and Martyr;  
 Thanksgiving Day  
Fri:       St. John Berchmans 
Sat:       Blessed Virgin Mary 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. MARY MOTHER OF GOD CATHOLIC CHURCH                                                        FORT WAYNE, IN 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 

 We often come to life expecting all of the pieces of the puzzle to 
nicely fit together. We want and expect harmony, order, and fair-
ness, the achievement of rewards for good behavior, good health, 
and happiness. We can more easily accept death when it comes 
naturally after a good long life, but have a real difficulty compre-
hending the meaning of it all when it is cut short. Willing to put in 
a good measure of effort, we desire positive results. When things 
go wrong and life gets hurtful, unjust, and downright ugly, we be-
come unsettled and can quickly fall into despair. This is especially 
true if we are people of faith who believe in a God who sees things 
on our terms and works in favor of our life agenda. What happens 
to our faith when we find ourselves sitting in a mess? 

Does it help to know that God understands and that hardship, fail-
ure, disappointment, injustice, confusion, and all of life’s ugliness 
do not make faith irrelevant or irrational? God is wonderfully and 
surprising creative! He turns the tables on not only our understand-
ing of life, but of what it means to be a king. God sends us a king 
who is not exempt from life’s ills but embraces them. The king 
that God gives to us knows what it means to be poor, suffer insults, 
be ridiculed, face rejection, endure suffering, be betrayed, and face 
a most unjust and horrific death. This is our king. Jesus is not a 
king of prestige or grandeur but a king who brings light to dark-
ness, hope to despair, sinners to mercy, and new life out of death. 
Christ dances before us pleading with us to hold on, cling to love, 
avoid being negative, stop feeling cheated, and be strong in faith! 
There may be hardship and disappointment now but there are more 
surprises to come. 
 
Once we understand this truth, we will also understand that we are 
on a most incredible and awesome universal journey to Christ and 
becoming one in Christ. We all carry within us the image of God, 
the image of our suffering king. The One who lives in us also lives 
in all of our brothers and sisters. Failing to see this universal Di-
vine Presence in all is one of the greatest mistakes we can make, 
for we also fail to see God, our king, as well. There are many 
things that can bring hardship to life. If we keep our head about us 
and do not lose hope, we can persevere and strive for the greatest 
degree of justice possible. Even though there are ample things that 
can challenge our faith, we also know that our deepest joy comes 
from union with God and our brothers and sisters. One day, the 
fullness of that joy will be ours to have when we are all eternally 
one with Christ our King forever. 
 
 
      ©LPi 
 

November 21st       Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 
Sacristan: Judy Parrott 
Commentator:  Judy Wagoner 
Servers: Katy Parrott, Luisa Koenig   : 
First Reading:  Maxine Stovall   
Second Reading:  Pat McBride 
EMHC:  Judy Parrott, Dottie Carpenter 
Ushers: Andy Johnson, Katrina Johnson, Celeste Streicher 

November 28th           1st Sunday of Advent 
Sacristan:  Sue Jehl 
Commentator:  Rosemary Mausser 
Servers:   Antonio Salazar, Cecar Ruiz : 
First Reading:  Ken Yanhe  
Second Reading:  Louise Yahne 
EMHC:  Sue Jehl, Celeste Streicher 
Ushers: Val  Vorndran, Ron Raml, Patrick Swartz 



 

Request a Mass Intention on a specific day for a deceased loved 
one or for a special intention. The Mass stipend is $10 per mass. 
Envelopes are available in the Gathering Area. 

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE 

 

 
 

 
SAINT MARY’S SOUP KITCHEN 

Please mark your grocery lists for our Soup Kitchen.   
This week we are asking for  

Instant Potatoes  
 

SOUP KITCHEN WEEKEND VOLUNTEERS 
Saturday & Sunday 10:00 am-Noon  

 
Sunday, November 21 — Nina Gerry and Shanebrooks 

Saturday, November 27 — Central Noble Jr. $ Sr Highschool  
Sunday November 28 — OPEN 

 
 

 

AVE MARIA HOUSE — Koolaid and Sugar 

  
     Sunday, November 21—John Peterson and Jim Horrell 

Thursday, November 25 — John  and Marjorie Koorsen 
       Sunday, November 28 — Fr Phillip Widmann and  
                                                    Kathy and Jerry Schele 

NOV. 21, 2021 

Alcoholics Anonymous Program 
5pm every Thursday - St. Mary’s Oechtering Hall 

WEEKLY EMAIL PARISH UPDATES  
Are you interested in receiving a weekly email about 
happenings at St. Mary’s?  It includes late breaking 
news, updates on people in need of prayer and upcom-
ing events.  Contact Rosemary Mausser to get on the 
list or to update your email address. 

 

Due to an early publication deadline, the collections will be  
published in the next bulletin.      
 
You may mail in your offerings to the parish office, P.O. Box 
11383, Fort Wayne, IN 46857-1383, or you may use the Online 
Giving option on the parish website (www.stmarysfw.org).   
Thank you! 

Parish Library 
Visit the Parish Library before or after Mass. The library is lo-
cated in the hallway outside the nursery on the outer wall. Check 
out books on an honor system and bring them back when you are 
finished reading. 

HOMEBOUND EUCHARISTIC VISIT 
Are you, or someone you know wanting to receive Communion 
at home?  There is a team at St. Mary’s who provide Eucharist 
on a weekly basis as needed.  Please contact Rosemary Mausser 
at rdmausser@msn.com or Fr. Wimal to request. 

St. Mary Mother of God Church 

Christmas Food Box Registration 

WHEN TO REGISTER 

NOW through November 24 

HOW TO REGISTER 

Register in person at the St. Mary’s Parish Office,  

1101 Lafayette Street, Monday through Friday,  

10am-2pm, between NOW and Nov, 24 

Once again we are inviting our friends from the soup kitchen and 
the Fort Wayne community to celebrate the Thanksgiving Holiday. 

 
Mass 9 a.m. 
Thursday, Thanksgiving Day 
November 25, 2021 
11:00am– 2:00pm  
CARRY OUT DINNERS ONLY 

Let us know if you or a family member is in the  
hospital and would like a visit from a priest 

St. Charles Borromeo, Fort Wayne 
Divorced and separated support Group: 2021-2022 

November , 22 & 29 in Church Gathering space 7-8pm 

An Evening of Heavenly Lights 
Bishop Rhodes will lead our second annual diocesan– wide prayer 
service and tree lighting event to celebrate the lives of our depart-
ed loved ones during the Advent season and prepare our hearts for 
Jesus’ coming as the Light of the World. This event will be held 
on the first Sunday of Advent, November 28, from 6:30-7:00 p.m. 
at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception Plaza, Fort Wayne. 
The prayer service will take place outdoors unless inclement 
weather determines the event to be moved indoors. A 30– foot live 
tree will shine with 4,000 lights, and a mini live nativity will be on 
site with Mary, Joseph, a mini donkey and goats. The event will be 
live-streamed as well for those unable to attend. For a donation of 
$10 or more, individuals can dedicate a luminaria at 
www.diocesefwsb.org/Heavenly in memory of the departed loved 
one to be lit and blessed by Bishop Rhodes at the prayer service. 
Each luminaria bag with its flickering flameless candle will repre-
sent the light of a departed loved one and will include the name of 
the loved on printed on the bag such as : In Prayerful Remem-
brance—Bishop John D’Arcy 

Mary’s Kids Religious Education 
Grades 1-8 Sunday 9:30-10:30 AM 

Call the parish office to register 

ATTENTION: Nurses– active or inactive! 
INTERESTED in Protecting Life– Conception to  
Natural Death, as GOD intended! Text or Call Theresa 
Schortgen 260-494-6444 

Ordinate to the Diaconate 
With praise and thanksgiving to almighty God, Bishop Kevin C. Rhodes 
will call LeeAllen Fortin to the diaconate through the laying on hands 
and the invocation of the Holy Spirit on Nov. 27 at 11 a.m. at the  
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Fort Wayne. 

Please join us at Lindenwood Retreat and Conference Center 
Saturday, December 4th 1:00-4:00 p.m. The Gift of Enough:  
How to Stay Emotionally and Spiritually Hydrated.        
Cost $35.00  
Please Register by Nov. 29        
Attend Live or Virtually 



 

QUESTIONS 101 
 
Have you had a question that you are just dying to ask? 
Is there something that you do not understand? Do you 
want to know why the Church teaches what it does? 
Have you been curious about something in the Catholic 
Church? This is your chance. Mary Matasky will be 
available after Mass November 21 and December 5, 12, 
and 19 to answer your questions. You can come to one 
or all of these sessions . There is no set agenda, simply 
questions and answers. You are the agenda. Stay as long 
as you like. 
 

 
Sample Questions: 

 
• Why are there two creation stories in Genesis? 
• Are Adam and Eve really responsible for Original 

Sin? What are the sin stories? 
• How did Noah get all those animals on the Ark?  
        Maybe there is more to the story 
• What is Purgatory? What is an Indulgence? 
 
These are just a few questions. Come with your own. 
Mary Kay Matasky has a Masters degree from St. 
Meinrad School of Theology and almost 60 years of 
teaching experience.  

Friends of the Poor Walk 
 
As many of you know, we had a Walk for the Friends of the 
Poor on October 3, 2021. We are more than pleased to  
announce we made $2,220.00 in donation from this! It is so 
important for us to be able to help people, and this amount 
will help tremendously . We also have a parishioner, Kathryn 
Brogan, who will be our newest SVDP volunteer. She will be 
helping every other Wednesday. Thank you, Kathryn! St. 
Mary’s needs additional volunteers so we can expand our 
days and hours. Please consider volunteering any amount of 
time you have. Our volunteers do not have to be  
parishioners. Thank you all so much!  

 
St. Mary’s, Mother of God Conference, St. Vincent DePaul Society 

 
 

https://fwsb.igivecatholic.org/organizations/st-mary-s-soup-
kitchen-9f0b0421-218b-472d-b478-3119218cff7c -  
 
 

Support St. Mary’s Soup Kitch-
en during our Giving Tuesday  
campaign.  Any donations will 

go directly for the Soup Kitchen. 
 
 
 
 # iGIVECATHOLIC 

Save the date: #iGiveCatholic is November 30! You can 
be part of the celebration by giving to your favorite 
Catholic nonprofit through this Giving Tuesday initia-
tive. Donate to St. Mary’s soup kitchen or visit 
iGiveCatholic.org to explore the other participating par-
ishes, schools, and Catholic organizations. 

 

2022 March for Life - Save Your Seat 
 
Thursday, January 20 - Sunday, January 23. Due to 
the uncertainties caused by the pandemic, we are 
allowing student and adults to “Save a Seat” on the 
bus. Space is limited, so don’t wait! We expect 
hundreds of high school pilgrims, adult leaders, 
priest and religious to join Bishop Rhodes from our 
diocese as we pray and march for the protection of 
human life! More information and registration at 
diocesefwsb.org/march-for-life  

Historical Christmas Walk and Dinner 
 

St. Mary of the Assumption Catholic Church  
228 N. Main St Avilla, IN 

 
Saturday, December 4 and 11  
6:00pm-8:00pm  
 
 Christmas Dinner at St. Mary School 
 Chicken and noodles, mashed potatoes, green 

beans, dinner, dessert and drink 
 Tickets $12 (children 6 and under are free) 
 Tickets may be purchased at the door or at the 

school office in advance 
 
 
 
 

Mental Health Services  
through Catholic Charities 

 
If  you have been considering professional services for 
your mental health, there are local resources available to 
help you. Catholic Charities of Fort Wayne-South Bend 
offers in-house counseling services throughout the dio-
cese through the Clinical Liaison program. A referral 
can be made through your pastor or though the diocesan 
Marriage and Family Ministry office. Email Caty Burke 
at cburke@diocesefwbs.org or Lisa Everett at  
leverett@fwsb.org for a confidential referral.  

https://fwsb.igivecatholic.org/organizations/st-mary-s-soup-kitchen-9f0b0421-218b-472d-b478-3119218cff7c
https://fwsb.igivecatholic.org/organizations/st-mary-s-soup-kitchen-9f0b0421-218b-472d-b478-3119218cff7c


Bishop’s Appeal Update 
 
Thank you to all for returning your Bishop’s appeal 
pledge cards. A few families still have a few day to 
return their commitment for this yearly pledge to 
help the Diocese programs used by all parishes. 

Be a Christmas Angel! 
 

 
Guidelines for the Giving 

Tree 
 

 Take an angel from the Tree. It will suggest gifts 
for the child. Substitute if you can not find the exact 
gift. 

 Please place all gifts for one angel in a large bag or 
box and return with tag. 

 Please be sure gifts are age and/or size appropriate. 
The recommended age is usually marked on the toy 
or game. 

 Do not wrap gifts, but bring wrapping paper, bows 
and tape for parent’s use 

 All gifts must be labeled and returned by Sunday,  

 December 5, 2021. You can do this at the 10:45 
liturgy on Sundays, or at the Church Office from 
10a.m.-4p.m. Monday thru Thursday and 10a.m.-
2p.m on Friday. 

 Questions? Call Rosemary at 705-0494. 
 

 THANK YOU AND GOD BLESS YOU FOR 
YOUR SUPPORT 

Sensory-Friendly Masses 
 

Sensory-friendly Masses will be offered weekly at 
St. Vincent de Paul Parish, Fort Wayne on Sundays 
at 1:30 p.m. beginning December 7. Monthly Masses 
will continue at two additional locations in Fort 
Wayne: St. John the Baptist Parish on the second 
Friday of each month at 5:45 p.m. and at St. Eliza-
beth Ann Seton Parish on the first Tuesday of each 
month at 6 p.m. A sensory-friendly Mass provides a 
safe and comfortable setting for children and adults 
with sensory challenges, mental illness, or any kind 
of disability. Livestream: facebook.com/
belongingFWSB. Questions? Contact Allison Sturm 
at 260-399-1452 or astrun@diocesefwsb.org 

Natural Family Planning-Spanish 
 

Did you know it is possible to plan your family natu-
rally, morally, and scientifically? Learn about natural 
family planning in free introductory class offered in 
Spanish via Zoom. You can participate from the 
comfort of your home Monday, November 29, from 
7:00-8:30 p.m. by accessing the zoom meeting at 
diocesfwsb.org/pfn or through Zoom with the Meet-
ing ID 860 3658 4204 and passcode 799319 

Night of Lights 
 

Come downtown for the annual lighting of the beau-
tiful Christmas displays!  
 
 Wednesday, November 24 5:00-8:00 p.m.  
 20% off your entire purchase! 
 Free cookies! 
 915 south Clinton Street–Downtown Fort Wayne 

Free parking in the parking garage  
 Note: Will be closed Thanksgiving Day and 

Friday, November 26 
 
Call (260-399-1442) or  
Email: www.goodshepherdbookstore.org 

Shop Small Saturdays! 
 

Support local businesses by doing your holiday 
shopping downtown! 
  
 November 27, December 4, 11, 18 
 10:00 a.m.– 4:00 p.m. 
 20% off any one item! 
 Free cookies! 
 915 south Clinton Street–Downtown Fort 

Wayne Free parking in the parking garage  
 Saturday, November 27 visit with Santa and 

Mrs. Claus 2:00-2:30 p.m. 
 Free small gift for kids! 
 
Call (260-399-1442) or  
Email: www.goodshepherdbookstore.org 


