
Parish Mission Statement 
 

“Believing in faith in action, St. Mary Mother 
of God Catholic Church strives to reach out  to 
others through the joyful celebration of Word   
and Sacrament, embracing diversity, and 
working for peace, justice, and non-violence.”

November 28, 2021 
1st Sunday of Advent 

“Serving the People of God  
Spiritually and Physically  since 1848” 

 

Receptionist 
 Karen Grashoff ................. (260) 424-8231 
Building Operations/SK Deliveries 
   Tom Freehill………………(260) 424-8231 
Mary’s Kids  
 Sunday Morning 9:30 AM—10:30 AM 
Wedding Coordinator 
 Rebecca Silkworth 
Bell’s Program Administrator 
  John Barnett ………………(260) 424-8231 

St. Mary's Soup Kitchen Director 
 Diane Day …………………(260) 426-1217 
St. Mary’s Soup Kitchen Asst. Director 
 John Barnett………………(260) 426-1217 

Soup Kitchen Volunteer Coordinator 
 Dee Kumfer……………….(260) 422-4968 
Soup Kitchen Volunteer Coordinator—    
 Weekends 
  Val Vorndran……………..(260) 450-5170 
Ave Maria House 
 Dottie Carpenter………….(260) 424-3355 

Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council 
 Kathleen Smith  
           Kathleen.smith@cityoffortwayne.org 

Parish Membership Welcome 
Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us, whether visitors, long time residents, or newly 
arrived in  the  parish.  We  thank  God  for  you.  If  you  wish  to  register,  please  call  the  parish  
office,  pick up a registration form in the pew, or complete below and place in collection basket. 
Name__________________________________________  Phone No _______________________ 
 

Address________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City___________________________________________  Zip _____________________________ 
 

Check one: 
____ New Parishioner  ____ New Address  ____ New Phone Number  ____ Moving, remove from list 

 

     

Parish Pastoral Council 
Nov, Jan, Mar, May, 1st Sunday, after Mass 
Bulletin Deadline       Monday 12:00 pm 
Email submissions to stmarysfw@stmarysfw.org 

 

FATHER DON WIMAL JAYASURIYA, Pastor 
wjayasuriya@stmarysfw.org 

 

Mass Schedule           Sunday - 10:45 am 
Immaculate Conception of the BVM    Dec. 8 -  5:15 pm  

Christmas Eve-4 pm         Christmas Day-10:45 am 

1101 S.  LAFAYET TE,  F T.  WAYNE,  IN 46802  

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

ST. MARY 
MOTHER OF  GOD 

Parish Office  
 

1101 S. Lafayette • Ft. Wayne, IN 46802 
Hours .......... Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4:00 pm 
  Fri. 8:30 am-2:00 pm 
Telephone.......................... (260) 424-8231 
Fax ..................................... (260) 426-2029 
Email ................. stmarysfw@stmarysfw.org 
Mail..................................... P.O. Box 11383 
  Ft. Wayne, IN 46857-1383 

Parish Staff  & Volunteers 
 

SVDP Pastoral Services 
 Gary Lebrato and 
  Angela Greven  ................. (260) 424-8231 
Music Director 
 Greg Childs………………..(260) 424-8231 

Baptism Coordinator 
 Mary Kay Matasky ............ (260) 424-8231 
Liturgical Environment 
  Anne Tkacz……………… . (260) 424-8231 
Business/Office Manager 
 Sue Jordan ....................... (260) 424-8231 
Parish Newsletter 
   Rosemary Mausser….rdmausser@msn.com 

Sacraments 
Matrimony 
Arrangements  are  to  be made with priest at least  
6 months in advance.  Pre-marriage instruction 
required.  Contact Fr. Wimal Jayasuriya 

Sick and Communion Call 
Please  keep  the Church Office informed of  the  
sick and homebound, particularly when there is  
serious illness. 

Baptism 
For details please call the Church Office. Baptismal 
Preparation is required for parents. 

Reconciliation 
Sunday:  10:00am-10:30am or anytime by appoint-
ment 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Call Parish Office for information. 



 

 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

PRAYER  REQUESTS  
Kindly pray for… 

 

† People who suffer from depression—We pray that people who 
suffer from depression or burn-out will find support and a light 
that opens them up to life. 
  

†  Ted  Brown  †  Mary Ellen Notle 

†  Rita Berghoff  †  Don and Kathy Magne 

† Jerry Chambers  †  Linda Stabler’s granddaughter Kaylee 

†  Chris Koenig  †  Barb Chmiel’s brother Ralph 

†  Metrice Smith  †  Gemma Maria—granddaughter of  

†  Amy Miller    Susan and Irv Arnold 

†  John Webster  †  Eugenia Barnett and her sister  

†  Judy Zern    Elfrida Wilson 

†  John Webster  † George Bachinsky’s cousin  

†  Ken Lehto    Nancy Jo Lauso 

†  Matt Whitacre  †  Carol Taylor 

†  Pam Mitoraj    

  †  All who are suffering from COVID-19 

 
† Our world, all people, both military and civilian who are in the 

midst of war, natural disasters, or social unrest.     

Week of  November 28th 

Sun:  Jer 33:14-16/1 Thes 3:12—4:2/Ps 25:4-5, 8-9, 10, 14 [1b]/Lk 
 21:25-28, 34-36 
Mon:  Is 2:1-5/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9/Mt 8:5-11  
Tues:  Rom 10:9-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [10]/Mt 4:18-22  
Wed:  Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [6cd]/Mt 15:29-37  
Thurs:   Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a [26a]/Mt 7:21,  
 24-27  
Fri:  Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [1a]/Mt 9:27-31  
Sat:  Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [cf. Is 30:18d]/Mt 
 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8  
Next Sunday: Bar 5:1-9/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 [3]/Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/Lk 
3:1-6  
 
Feast Days: 
 
Mon:    Saint Saturnin of Toulouse 
Tues:    St. Andrew, Apostle   
Wed:    Saint Eligius 
Thurs:  Saint Bibiana 
Fri:       St. Francis Xavier, Priest  
Sat:       St. John Damascene, Priest and Doctor of the Church  

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. MARY MOTHER OF GOD CATHOLIC CHURCH                                                        FORT WAYNE, IN 

1st Sunday of Advent 

 Staying awake can often be a challenge, especially when we are 
exhausted. Life’s demands have a way of zapping every last bit of 
energy out of us. When we are tired it affects us not only physical-
ly, but psychologically and spiritually as well. All of our senses are 
dulled and diminished. We can overlook details, become disinter-
ested, lethargic and apathetic, and detached. Getting sufficient 
physical rest only helps so much. We need to be rejuvenated, re-
freshed, and reenergized in other ways. If we are psychologically 
exhausted, we need to understand what is draining our emotions 
and taxing our relationships. If we are spiritually tired, we need to 
find the necessary “shot in the arm” to put us back in touch with 
God. Unfortunately, exhaustion is seldom limited to just one part 
of who we are. When we lack energy and zeal it is usually the case 
that everything suffers. We not only are affected physically, but 
psychologically and spiritually as well. In short, when we run out 
of gas the engine stops. 
 
And yet, our Lord’s directive is clear, “Be vigilant at all times.” 
Even Jesus knew what “the anxieties of daily life” can do to us. 
One day pours into another and time quickly flies by. Any one of 
us can take a moment and reflect on how many wonderful, creative 
opportunities we miss because there is always so much “stuff” to 
do and so little time to do it. Usually these are missed moments of 
love, and if we are missing love encounters we are also missing 
God. Sleepwalking through life, we check the boxes next to our 
list of “must and have to dos” and justify it all by convincing our-
selves that tomorrow is another day and there’ll be more time. It 
may surprise us, but tomorrow is here, and time is running out. 
While we may like to believe that we have an “eternity” of time to 
do all those things that require the focus, energy, and desire we do 
not currently have, we don’t. We’re on a limited ride and time is 
short. 
 
Jesus is also clear on another point. “That day [will] catch you by 
surprise like a trap.” If we are going to be judged on love and so 
easily justify not having all that much time to do so, then it seems 
we must shift focus a bit. St. Teresa of Calcutta tells us, “We de-
sire to be able to welcome Jesus at Christmas-time, not in a cold 
manger of our heart, but in a heart full of love and humility, a heart 
so pure, so immaculate, so warm with love for one another.” Get-
ting to this place doesn’t “just happen.” It requires vigilance and 
discipline both with a knowledge of what is really of importance 
and what really needs to be the focus of our energy and time. Pray, 
starting now and not tomorrow, that we can stay alert, be strength-
ened in our faith, and prepared for whatever will come. Don’t miss 
another opportunity to love. 
       
      ©LPi  

November 28th           1st Sunday of Advent 
Sacristan:  Sue Jehl 
Commentator:  Rosemary Mausser 
Servers:   Antonio Salazar, Cecar Ruiz : 
First Reading:  Ken Yanhe  
Second Reading:  Louise Yahne 
EMHC:  Sue Jehl, Celeste Streicher 
Ushers: Val  Vorndran, Ron Raml, Patrick Swartz 

December 5th            2nd Sunday of Advent 
Sacristan:  SuzAnne Runge 
Commentator:  Rena Zirille 

Servers:   Lauren O’Neil, Tommy O’Neil        Coffee & Donuts: 

First Reading:  John Brennan   St. Nicholas Day 

Second Reading:  Kathleen Smith  Dottie Carpenter & 
EMHC:  Pat McBride, Maxine Stovall  Marilyn Horrell 
Ushers: Jim Huth, Julie Huth 



 

2022 Mass Requests  
Request a Mass Intention on a specific day for a deceased loved 
one or for a special intention. The Mass stipend is $10 per mass.   

1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

ANGEL TREE 

 

RETURN GIFTS FOR THE ANGEL 

TREE TO CHURCH  

BY SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5 

TO BE DISTRIBUTED BEFORE 

CHRISTMAS 

 

 

         Sunday, November 28        Fr Phillip Widmann  
                                                   Kathy and Jerry Schele 

         Sunday, December 5         ProPopulo 

        Monday, December 6        Jim Horrell 

        Wednesday, December 8  John Martin 

NOV. 28, 2021 

Alcoholics Anonymous Program 
5pm every Thursday - St. Mary’s Oechtering Hall 

WEEKLY EMAIL PARISH UPDATES  
Are you interested in receiving a weekly email about 
happenings at St. Mary’s?  It includes late breaking 
news, updates on people in need of prayer and upcom-
ing events.  Contact Rosemary Mausser to get on the 
list or to update your email address. 

 

     Weekly Offering Nov. 14     $2,560 
                 On-line Giving Nov. 8-14      $1,045 
Coffee & Donut Donation this month to Ave Maria House  $61  
You may mail in your offerings to the parish office, P.O. Box 
11383, Fort Wayne, IN 46857-1383, or you may use the Online 
Giving option on the parish website (www.stmarysfw.org).   

Thank you! 

Parish Library 
Visit the Parish Library before or after Mass. The library is lo-
cated in the hallway outside the nursery on the outer wall. Check 
out books on an honor system and bring them back when you are 
finished reading.  Advent reading—prepare the way of the Lord. 

HOMEBOUND EUCHARISTIC VISIT 
Are you, or someone you know wanting to receive Communion 
at home?  There is a team at St. Mary’s who provide Eucharist 
on a weekly basis as needed.  Please contact Rosemary Mausser 
at rdmausser@msn.com or Fr. Wimal to request. 

St. Mary Mother of God Church 

Christmas Food Box  

All registered will receive a postcard in the mail 

that, along with ID, must be brought to St. Mary’s 

DISTRIBUTION DAY 

Saturday, December 11 

9:00 am—Noon 

Box will include ingredients to prepare a holiday dinner. 

An Evening of Heavenly Lights 
Tonight, November 28, from 6:30-7:30 pm 

Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception Church  
Calhoun Street Entrance 

Bishop Rhodes will lead our second annual diocesan– wide prayer 
service and tree lighting event to celebrate the lives of our departed 
loved ones during the Advent season and prepare our hearts for 
Jesus’ coming as the Light of the World.  

Let us know if you or a family member is in the  
hospital and would like a visit from a priest 

St. Charles Borromeo, Fort Wayne 
Divorced and separated support Group: 2021-2022 

November 29 in Church Gathering space 7-8pm 

 

Mary’s Kids Religious Education 
 

NO CLASS—Nov. 28 

ATTENTION: Nurses– active or inactive! 
INTERESTED in Protecting Life– Conception to  
Natural Death, as GOD intended! Text or Call Theresa 
Schortgen 260-494-6444 

  CHRISTMAS FLOWER DONATIONS 
Envelopes are in the pews to give donations during the Christ-
mas season for flowers in St. Mary’s Church in memory of loved 
ones.  Names will be listed in the December 19th bulletin. 

Please join us at Lindenwood Retreat and Conference Center 
Saturday, December 4th 1:00-4:00 p.m. The Gift of Enough:  
How to Stay Emotionally and Spiritually Hydrated.        
Cost $35.00  
Please Register by Nov. 29        
Attend Live or Virtually 

 

 
 

 
 

SAINT MARY’S SOUP KITCHEN 
Please mark your grocery lists for our Soup Kitchen.   

This week we are asking for  
BREAD 

 
SOUP KITCHEN WEEKEND VOLUNTEERS 

Saturday & Sunday 10:00 am-Noon  
 

Sunday, November 27 — Central Noble Jr. & Sr. Highschool 
Saturday, November 28 — OPEN  

December 4 & 5  —  Call Val (450-5170)-volunteer sign up 
 
 

 

AVE MARIA HOUSE — Toilet Paper & Paper Towels 

 



 

QUESTIONS 101 
 
Have you had a question that you are just dying to ask? 
Is there something that you do not understand? Do you 
want to know why the Church teaches what it does? 
Have you been curious about something in the Catholic 
Church? This is your chance. Mary Matasky will be 
available after Mass December 5, 12, and 19 to answer 
your questions. You can come to one or all of these ses-
sions . There is no set agenda, simply questions and an-
swers. You are the agenda. Stay as long as you like. 
 

 
Sample Questions: 

 
• Why are there two creation stories in Genesis? 
• Are Adam and Eve really responsible for Original 

Sin? What are the sin stories? 
• How did Noah get all those animals on the Ark?  
        Maybe there is more to the story 
• What is Purgatory? What is an Indulgence? 
 
These are just a few questions. Come with your own. 
Mary Kay Matasky has a Masters degree from St. 
Meinrad School of Theology and almost 60 years of 
teaching experience.  

 

 
St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church 
Wednesday, December 1  -  6:30 pm  

(streamed) 
 

John Angotti 
Go Tell It on the Mountain Tour 

 
From Advent to Christmas:  We all have our faith 
stories and we are all called to go tell it on the 
mountain that Jesus Christ is alive and dwells 
among us. 

Visit website:  https://fwsb.igivecatholic.org/
organizations/st-mary-s-soup-kitchen-9f0b0421-218b-
472d-b478-3119218cff7c 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Support St. Mary’s Soup Kitchen #iGiveCatholic 
campaign.  All donations will go directly for the 
Soup Kitchen. Share the website with your friends. 

 
 # iGIVECATHOLIC—Tuesday November 30th 

 

In this giving and receiving, may 
our hearts rejoice in You alone, 
who are Lord for ever and ever.  

2022 March for Life - Save Your Seat 
Thursday, January 20 - Sunday, January 23 

SAVE A SEAT registration 
 
Space is limited, so don’t wait! We expect hun-
dreds of high school pilgrims, adult leaders, priest 
and religious to join Bishop Rhodes from our dio-
cese as we pray and march for the protection of 
human life!  

More information and registration at  
diocesefwsb.org/march-for-life  

Historical Christmas Walk and Dinner 
 

St. Mary of the Assumption Catholic Church  
228 N. Main St Avilla, IN 

 
Saturday, December 4 and 11  

6:00pm-8:00pm  
 
 Christmas Dinner at St. Mary School 
 Chicken and noodles, mashed potatoes, green 

beans, dinner, dessert and drink 
 Tickets $12 (children 6 and under are free) 
 Tickets may be purchased at the door or at the 

school office in advance 
 
 
 
 

Mental Health Services  
through Catholic Charities 

 
If  you have been considering professional services for 
your mental health, there are local resources available to 
help you. Catholic Charities of Fort Wayne-South Bend 
offers in-house counseling services throughout the dio-
cese through the Clinical Liaison program. A referral 
can be made through your pastor or though the diocesan 
Marriage and Family Ministry office. Email Caty Burke 
at cburke@diocesefwbs.org or Lisa Everett at  
leverett@fwsb.org for a confidential referral.  



Thanksgiving Day Meal—Thank you to all who 
donated food, money and time to make the 2021 

Thanksgiving Meal carry-out a success! 
   

Be a Christmas Angel! 
 

 
Guidelines for the Giving 

Tree 
 

 Take an angel from the Tree. It will suggest gifts 
for the child. Substitute if you can not find the exact 
gift. 

 Please place all gifts for one angel in a large bag or 
box and return with tag. 

 Please be sure gifts are age and/or size appropriate. 
The recommended age is usually marked on the toy 
or game. 

 Do not wrap gifts, but bring wrapping paper, bows 
and tape for parent’s use 

 All gifts must be labeled and returned by Sunday,  

 December 5, 2021. You can do this at the 10:45 
liturgy on Sundays, or at the Church Office from 
10a.m.-4p.m. Monday thru Thursday and 10a.m.-
2p.m on Friday. 

 Questions? Call Rosemary at 705-0494. 
 

 THANK YOU AND GOD BLESS YOU FOR 
YOUR SUPPORT 

Sensory-Friendly Masses 
 

Sensory-friendly Masses will be offered weekly at 
St. Vincent de Paul Parish, Fort Wayne on Sundays 
at 1:30 p.m. beginning December 7. Monthly Masses 
will continue at two additional locations in Fort 
Wayne: St. John the Baptist Parish on the second 
Friday of each month at 5:45 p.m. and at St. Eliza-
beth Ann Seton Parish on the first Tuesday of each 
month at 6 p.m. A sensory-friendly Mass provides a 
safe and comfortable setting for children and adults 
with sensory challenges, mental illness, or any kind 
of disability. Livestream: facebook.com/
belongingFWSB. Questions? Contact Allison Sturm 
at 260-399-1452 or astrun@diocesefwsb.org 

The use of the Advent Wreath is a traditional prac-
tice which has found its place in the Church as well as in 
the home. The blessing of an Advent Wreath takes place 
on the First Sunday of Advent or on the evening before 
the First Sunday of Advent. 
 
When the blessing of the Advent Wreath is celebrated in 
the home, it is appropriate that it be blessed by a parent 
or another member of the family. 
 

All make the sign of the cross as the leader says: 
Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
Response (R/.) Who made heaven and earth. 
 
Then the Scripture, Isaiah 9: (lines 1-2 and 5-6) or Isaiah 
63 (lines 16-17 & 19) or Isaiah 64  (lines 2-7) is read:  
Reader: The Word of the Lord.  R/. Thanks be to God. 
 
With hands joined, the leader says:   
Lord our God, 
we praise you for your Son, Jesus Christ: 
he is Emmanuel, the hope of the peoples, 
he is the wisdom that teaches and guides us, 
he is the Savior of every nation. 
Lord God, 
let your blessing come upon us 
as we light the candles of this wreath. 
May the wreath and its light 
be a sign of Christ’s promise to bring us salvation. 
May he come quickly and not delay. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.      R/. Amen.   

Shop Small Saturdays! 
 

Support local businesses by doing your holiday 
shopping downtown! 
  
 December 4, 11, 18 
 10:00 a.m.– 4:00 p.m. 
 20% off any one item! 
 Free cookies! 
 915 South Clinton Street–Downtown Fort Wayne 

Free parking in the parking garage  
 Saturday, November 27 visit with Santa and 

Mrs. Claus 2:00-2:30 p.m. 
 Free small gift for kids! 
 
Call (260-399-1442) or  
Email: www.goodshepherdbookstore.org 

https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgical-year/advent/about-advent-wreaths.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/bible/Isaiah9:1
https://www.usccb.org/bible/Isaiah63
https://www.usccb.org/bible/Isaiah63
http://usccb.org/bible/Isaiah64

