
Parish Mission Statement 
 

“Believing in faith in action, St. Mary Mother 
of God Catholic Church strives to reach out  to 
others through the joyful celebration of Word   
and Sacrament, embracing diversity, and 
working for peace, justice, and non-violence.”

March 7, 2021 
The Third Sunday of Lent 

“Serving the People of God  
Spiritually and Physically  since 1848” 

Parish Office  
 

1101 S. Lafayette • Ft. Wayne, IN 46802 
Hours ........... Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4:00 pm 
  Fri. 8:30 am-2:00 pm 
Telephone .......................... (260) 424-8231 
Fax ...................................... (260) 426-2029 
Email ................ stmarysfw@stmarysfw.org 
Mail .................................... P.O. Box 11383 
  Ft. Wayne, IN 46857-1383 

 Parish Staff 
 

Pastoral Associate & SVDP 
 Anthony Henry .................. (260) 424-8231 
Sacramental Coordinator 
 Mary Kay Matasky ............ (260) 424-8231 
Music Director 
 Greg Childs………………..(260) 424-8231 

Mary’s Kids Director 
 Judy Parrott...….………….(260) 424-8231 
Liturgical Environment 
  Chuck Luther………………(260) 424-8231 
Wedding Coordinator 
 Rebecca Silkworth………..(260) 223-7018 

 

Office & Hall Manager/Bulletin Editor 
 Sue Koester ...................... (260) 424-8231 
Business Manager 
 Celeste Streicher .............. (260) 424-8231 
Receptionist 
 Karen Grashoff.................. (260) 424-8231 
Bell’s Program Administrator 
  John Barnett ………………(260) 424-8231 

Building Operations/SK Deliveries 
   Tom Freehill………………(260) 424-8231 
St. Mary's Soup Kitchen Director 
 Diane Day …………………(260) 426-1217 
St. Mary’s Soup Kitchen Asst. Director 
 John Barnett………………(260) 426-1217 

Soup Kitchen Volunteer Coordinator 
 Dee Kumfer……………….(260) 422-4968 
Soup Kitchen Volunteer Coordinator—    
 Weekends 
  Val Vorndran……………..(260) 450-5170 
Ave Maria House 
 Dottie Carpenter…………..(260) 424-3355 

Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council 
 Joanne Miller………………(260) 492-9273 

Parish Membership Welcome 
Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us, whether visitors, long time residents, or newly 
arrived in  the  parish.  We  thank  God  for  you.  If  you  wish  to  register,  please  call  the  parish  
office,  pick up a registration form in the pew, or complete below and place in collection basket. 
Name__________________________________________  Phone No _______________________ 
 

Address________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City___________________________________________  Zip _____________________________ 
 

Check one: 
____ New Parishioner  ____ New Address  ____ New Phone Number  ____ Moving, remove from list 

 

Sacraments 
Matrimony 
Arrangements  are  to  be made with priest at least  
6 months in advance.  Pre-marriage instruction 
required. 
Sick and Communion Call 
Please  keep  the Church Office informed of  the  
sick and homebound, particularly when there is  
serious illness. 
Baptism 
For details please call the Church Office. 
Baptismal Preparation is required for parents. 
Reconciliation 
 Sunday:  10:00am-10:30am OR 
    Anytime by appointment. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Call Parish Office for information. 

Parish Pastoral Council 
Nov, Jan, Mar, May, 1st Sunday, after Mass 

Bulletin Deadline 
Monday 12:00 pm 
Call or email submissions. 

 

FATHER DON WIMAL JAYASURIYA, Pastor 
wjayasuriya@stmarysfw.org 

 

Mass Schedule 
Sunday  -  10:45 am 
Holy Day  -  5:15 pm 

1101 S.  LAFAYET TE,  F T.  WAYNE,  IN 46802  

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

ST. MARY 
MOTHER OF  GOD 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 7, 2021 
 Sunday 3/7 :     Ex 20:1-17 or 20:1-3, 7-8, 12-17/Ps 19:8, 9, 
      10, 11 [Jn 6:68c]/1 Cor 1:22-25/Jn 2:13-25  
      or Ex 17:3-7/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 [8]/Rom 5:1-
      2, 5-8/Jn 4:5-42 or 4:5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-
      42 
 Monday 3/8:     2 Kgs 5:1-15ab/Ps 42:2, 3; 43:3, 4 [cf 42:3]/
      Lk 4:24-30 
 Tuesday 3/9:     Dn 3:25, 34-43/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9 
      [6a]/Mt 18:21-35 
 Wednesday 3/10:Dt 4:1, 5-9/Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20]/Mt 
      5:17-19 
 Thursday 3/11:    Jer 7:23-28/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 [8]/Lk 11:14-
      23  
 Friday 3/12:     Hos 14:2-10/Ps 81:6c-8a, 8bc-9, 10-11ab, 14 
      and 17 [cf. 11 and 9a]/Mk 12:28-34 
 Saturday 3/13:     Hos 6:1-6/Ps 51:3-4, 18-19, 20-21ab [cf. Hos 
      6:6]/Lk 18:9-14 
 Sunday 3/14:     2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23/Ps 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6 
      [6ab]/Eph 2:4-10/Jn 3:14-21 or 1 Sm 16:1b, 
      6-7, 10-13a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4m 5, 6 [1]/Eph 
      5:8-14/Jn 9:1-41 or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38 

 
 
 

 

Sunday, March 7th - Third Sunday of Lent 

Sacristan: Katrina Johnson 

Commentator: Jennifer Hayes 

First Reading: Katie Lamee 

Second Reading: John Barnett 

Ordinary Minister of Holy Communion: Deacon Kohrman 

Ushers: Patrick Swartz, Mike Rorick, Kera Parrott 

 
 

 

Sunday, March 14th - Fourth Sunday of Lent 

Sacristan: Chuck Luther 

Commentator: Judy Wagoner 

First Reading: Pat McBride 

Second Reading: Melinda Reyes 

Ordinary Minister of Holy Communion: Deacon Kohrman 

Ushers: Andy Johnson, Katrina Johnson, Ken Yahne 

ST. MARY MOTHER OF GOD CATHOLIC CHURCH FORT WAYNE, IN 

 March 7, 2021 - 3rd Sunday of Lent 
 

Many prefer a “create as you go” approach to life where laws 
and protocols primarily exist to secure and protect liberties 
rather than dictate and outline proper and right behavior. 

There are no real benchmarks for acceptable ethical and moral behavior, with a “you can’t tell me what to do” attitude          
prevailing. Parents are even limited in what they can request of their children, and dealing with threatening behaviors,           
especially from adults, are a challenge as well. Acceptable and expected conduct seems to amount to safeguarding each other’s 
space rather than increasing awareness of necessary relationships that require a more refined and higher response. 
 

We have lost our axis to the world of “anything goes” and no longer see the Ten Commandments as practical and wise         
guideposts to effective living. We live on “relativism island” where only a possible suggestion to “love and do not harm” may be 
the only standard able to be preached. While Jesus most certainly emphasized love above anything else, it was never about 
warm fuzzy feelings or halfhearted humanitarian efforts. The love of which Jesus spoke establishes an intimate connection with 
God, neighbor, self, and creation. Because this love, who is God Himself, is at the foundational core of our lives, it demands   
actions and attitudes that serve to build up, increase, and free up those relationships. Love requires proper conduct. Preserving 
and enhancing these love centered relationships is at the heart of the Ten Commandments (and the Beatitudes) and the reason 
for Jesus’ display of anger in the temple. 
 

The Ten Commandments can save the world from turmoil and conflict by instilling basic moral and relational principles within 
us. They also hold a healthy sense of sin in balance and always remind us of our relationship with God and the freedom God 
offers. Our faith preserves these jewels of truth that we often look beyond, dismiss altogether, or seek to remove from public 
view. Human beings can be so arrogant at times. Our Lenten journey, especially when embarked upon with sincerity and       
resolve, can restore all of our essential relationships. When we get absorbed in life’s preoccupations and demands, things can 
quickly get distorted and we can find ourselves way off track. In short, we find ourselves in sin. Humanity is losing a sense of 
both grace and sin. We need both to understand what is real and true. Until we do, the oppressive systems and ideologies that 
hurt so many will never change. We will never change. We are grateful for those courageous souls who willingly embrace the 
conversion and hard work Lent demands and stand against antiquated systems and ideologies. They give us hope that all is not 
lost.                                                                                                                                                                                                                        ©LP  

PRAYER  REQUESTS  
 

Kindly pray for… 
 
 †  All the unborn, all expectant Mothers, and  
     those who celebrated their Birthday this past week. 
 † those who celebrated their Wedding Anniversary 
     this past week. 
 † Helen Espinosa, Metrice Smith; Father Widmann; 
     John Webster; John Martin; Mary Ellen Nolte;  
     George Bachinsky's cousin Mary Jo; Pam Mitoraj;                  
                  Don and Sharon Luther-parents of Chuck Luther; 
                  Jim Horrell; Ron’s sister, Ann Marie;  
     Elfrida - Sister of Eugenia and John Barnett;  
     Molly - Sister of Kelly & Tony O’Neil;  
     Rita Berghoff; Barb Chmiel’s Brother-Ralph; 
     Gemma Maria-granddaughter of Susan &  
     Irv Arnold; and all who are suffering from the  
     effects of the COVID-19. 
 †  All who have died as a result of the COVID-19 
             †   Our world all people, both military and  
     civilian who are in the midst of war, natural  
     disasters, or social unrest.   
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PENITENTIAL ACT 
I confess to Almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters, 
that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my words, in 
what I have done and what I have failed to do, we strike our breast 

during the next phrase:  through my fault, through my fault, through 
my most grievous fault; therefore I ask the blessed Mary       
ever-Virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers and 
sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
 

GLORIA 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of 
good will.  We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we   
glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, Lord God, 
heavenly King, O God, almighty Father, Lord Jesus Christ,   
Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; you take 
away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; you are seated at 
the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us.   
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you 
alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in 
the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

NICENO-CONSTANTINOPOLITAN CREED 
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all things visible and invisible. 
 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of 
God, born of the Father before all ages.  God from God, Light 
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,        
consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were 
made.  For us men and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, At the words that follow, up to and including and became man, all bow, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and 
became man. 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered 
death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in        
accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have 
no end. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who   
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. 
 

I believe in one, holy catholic and apostolic Church.  I confess 
one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.  Heaven and earth are full 
of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in he highest. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 
Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world, have mercy 
on us.  Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world, have 
mercy on us.  Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION 
Priest: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the 
sins of the world.  Blessed are those called to the supper of the 
Lamb. 
 

Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but 
only say the word and my soul shall be healed. 

 

PRAYER TO SAINT MICHAEL 
Saint Michael, the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our       
protection against the wickedness and snares of the devil.  May 
God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do you, O Prince of the 
Heaven Host, by the power of God, cast into hell Satan, and all 
the evil spirits who prowl throughout the world seeking the ruin 
of souls.  Amen. 

ANIMA CHRISTI 
Soul of Christ sanctify me; Body of Christ save me; Blood of 
Christ inebriate me; Water from the side of Christ, wash me; 
Passion of Christ, strengthen me; O good Jesus hear me; Within 
Your sacred wounds hide me; Separated from You, let me never 
be; From the evil one protect me; At the hour of my death, call 
me; And bid me to come to You; That with Your saints, I may 
praise You forever and ever. Amen. 
 

READINGS FOR SUNDAY-THE THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

Reading 1              Exodus 20:1-17 or 20:1-3, 7-8, 12-17 (29B) 
 A reading from the Book of Exodus  

     In those days, God delivered all these commandments: “I, the 
LORD, am your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 
that place of slavery. You shall not have other gods besides me. 
You shall not carve idols for yourselves in the shape of anything 
in the sky above or on the earth below or in the waters beneath 
the earth; you shall not bow down before them or worship them. 
For I, the LORD, your God, am a jealous God, inflicting       
punishment for their fathers’ wickedness on the children of 
those who hate me, down to the third and fourth generation; but 
bestowing mercy down to the thousandth generation on the    
children of those who love me and keep my commandments. 
        “You shall not take the name of the LORD, your God, in 
vain. For the LORD will not leave unpunished the one who 
takes his name in vain.  
     “Remember to keep holy the sabbath day. Six days you may 
labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is the sabbath of 
the LORD, your God. No work may be done then either by you, 
or your son or daughter, or your male or female slave, or your 
beast, or by the alien who lives with you. In six days the 
LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in 
them; but on the seventh day he rested. That is why the LORD 
has blessed the sabbath day and made it holy. 
     “Honor your father and your mother, that you may have a 
long life in the land which the LORD, your God, is giving you. 
     You shall not kill.  
     You shall not commit adultery. 
     You shall not steal. 
     You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
     You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 
     You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, nor his male or     
female slave, nor his ox or ass, nor anything else that belongs to 
him.” 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm                                   Psalm 19:8, 9, 10, 11 
R. Lord, you have the words of everlasting life. 
The law of the LORD is perfect, refreshing the soul; The decree 
of the LORD is trustworthy, giving wisdom to the simple. 
R. Lord, you have the words of everlasting life. 
The precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; the      
command of the LORD is clear, enlightening the eye. 
R. Lord, you have the words of everlasting life. 
The fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever; the ordinances 
of the LORD are true, all of them just. 
R. Lord, you have the words of everlasting life. 
                                                                                              Continued 



Responsorial Psalm - Continued 
They are more precious than gold, than a heap of purest gold; 
sweeter also than syrup or honey from the comb. 
R. Lord, you have the words of everlasting life. 
 

Reading 2                                                 1 Corinthians 1:22-25 
A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians 

Brothers and sisters: Jews demand signs and Greeks look for 
wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to 
Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are called, 
Jews and Greeks alike, Christ the power of God and the wisdom 
of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than human        
wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than human 
strength.  
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  
 

Gospel Acclamation                                                    John 3:16  
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory! 
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him might have eternal life.  
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory!  
 

Gospel                                                                    John 2:13-25 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

Since the Passover of the Jews was near, Jesus went up to     
Jerusalem. He found in the temple area those who sold oxen, 
sheep, and doves, as well as the money changers seated there. 
He made a whip out of cords and drove them all out of the     
temple area, with the sheep and oxen, and spilled the coins of 
the money changers and overturned their tables, and to those 
who sold doves he said, “Take these out of here, and stop     
making my Father’s house a marketplace.” His disciples       
recalled the words of Scripture, Zeal for your house will        
consume me. At this the Jews answered and said to him, “What 
sign can you show us for doing this?” Jesus answered and said 
to them, “Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it 
up.” The Jews said, “This temple has been under construction 
for forty-six years, and you will raise it up in three days?” But 
he was speaking about the temple of his body. Therefore, when 
he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he 
had said this, and they came to believe the Scripture and the 
word Jesus had spoken. While he was in Jerusalem for the feast 
of Passover, many began to believe in his name when they saw 
the signs he was doing. But Jesus would not trust himself to 
them because he knew them all, and did not need anyone to   
testify about human nature. He himself understood it well. 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

 
 

 
 
 
 

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES 
Next week our parish will take up The Catholic 
Relief Services Collection. Funds from this        
collection provide food to the hungry, support 
displaced refugees, and bring Christ’s love and 
mercy to vulnerable people here and abroad. 
Next week, please give generously to the          
collection and help Jesus in disguise. Learn more 
about the collection at www.usccb.org/catholic-
relief. 

 

        

 March 7th: Weekly Church Offering 
 March 14:   Weekly Church Offering 
   Catholic Relief Services 
   St. Vincent De Paul 
   Easter Flowers 
You may mail in your offerings to the parish office, 
P.O. Box 11383, Fort Wayne, IN 46857-1383,     
during this time or you may use the Online Giving 
option on the parish website (www.stmarysfw.org).  
Thank you! 

              Sunday, March 7th 

• Mary’s Kids will meet prior to 
the Sunday Liturgy at 9:30a.m. 

• Stations of the Cross beginning 
at 10:10a.m. 

• Parish Council Meeting in Oechtering 
Hall following the Sunday Liturgy. 

 
   Sunday, March 14th 

• Mary’s Kids will meet prior to the 
Sunday Liturgy at 9:30a.m. 

• Stations of the Cross beginning at 
10:10a.m. 

PARISH EMAIL 
If you are interested in receiving a weekly email about         
happenings at St. Mary's, including late breaking news,        
updates on people in need of prayer and upcoming events, or 
you need to update your contact information, please send an 
email to Rosemary Mausser at rdmausser@msn.com. You can 
contact her with questions at that email or 260-705-0494.   
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For St. Mary Mother of God 

 

For the Month of March 2021 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 
 

Let us pray that we may experience the sacrament of 

reconciliation with renewed depth, to taste the infinite 

mercy of God. 

Easter Flowers 
 

Once again we are offering you the opportunity to donate 
Easter flowers in memory of a loved one. You may use the 
envelopes provided in your packet or envelopes that are in the 

pews. Please include your name 
with your donation and the name of 
your loved one. A commemorative 
list will be included in a future 
bulletin. 

 



  

THE LIGHT IS ON FOR YOU 
This Lent, every parish in the Diocese 
of Fort Wayne-South Bend will have    
confessions available on Tuesday, 
March 9 from 6pm - 8pm. If you have 
been reluctant to come to the           

sacrament, 
have been 
away for some time, or  just find it 
difficult to get to a Saturday         
afternoon confession time, this is a 
wonderful opportunity to  reconnect 
with Christ and His Church.  

VIRTUAL CONFIRMATION RETREAT 
The Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend has launched a Virtual 
Confirmation Retreat that is accessible to confirmation       
students, their sponsors and parishes as students prepare to 
be sealed by the Holy Spirit in the sacrament of confirmation. 
The retreat is offered in English and Spanish and includes 
talks, reflections, Lectio Divina and music that is prerecorded 
and can be accessed at any time throughout the 2020-21 
school year. To participate, visit diocesefwsb.org/
confirmation-retreat  

 

 
 

St. Patrick’s Church Arcola  
Drive-thru ONLY Fish Fry 
(12305 Arcola Road, Fort Wayne) 
St. Patrick Church Arcola will have a drive-thru ONLY Fish Fry 
on Friday, March 12th from 4:00-7:00 pm. Dinner $10.00, All 
Fish $12. Cash or check only. 
St. Peter’s Church 
The newly formed Knights of Columbus Council 17447 at St. 
Peter's Parish Fort Wayne is sponsoring a Drive thru Fish Fry 
on Friday, March 19, 2021 from 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm. Fish          
prepared by Dan's Fish Fry. Dinner will include potato chips, 
coleslaw, tartar sauce. Tickets are $10.00. Dinners will be 
served from the Parish Pavilion, at the corner of 506 E. 
DeWald & Warsaw Streets. Please call 744-2765 with any 
questions.  
Knights of Columbus 
Knights of Columbus Annual Fish Fry will be Friday, March 12, 
from 4:30-6:30 p.m. Drive Thru Only! Enter from Bluffton Rd. 
entrance to parking lot, around left school side of lot to   
overhang, then out towards Lower Huntington Rd. 
*Jerry’s Fish – 4 Pieces, side of tartar sauce 
*Mac N Cheese 
*Apple Sauce and Cole Slaw 
*Cost $7 
Please call Duane Waterman at 403-1534, or send him an 
email at duane.waterman12@gmail.com, if you plan on 
attending. 
St. Aloysius 
A drive-thru only fish fry will be Friday, March 12, from      
4:30-7:30 p.m. at  the St. Aloysius parking lot, 14623 Bluffton 
Road, in Yoder. Menu includes: fish, coleslaw, applesauce, 
chips, roll and dessert. Cost is $10 per meal. 

 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Please join us for a free Children’s Liturgy of the Word video 
for the 3rd Sunday of Lent! (Our Children’s Liturgy videos also 
air on the CatholicTV channel Sundays at 8:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
EST.) A link to a free, printable coloring page can be found at 
https://linktr.ee/kidsliturgy or in the YouTube video             
description. Please feel free to share our program with others! 
 

If you would like to share your child’s faith-based drawings or 
weekly coloring pages, please e-mail them 
to kidsliturgy2020@gmail.com, and we will try to feature them 
in next week’s video. 
 

We will continue producing these videos while Children’s     
Liturgy services across the globe are affected by the COVID-19 
pandemic. Stay safe and well, and may God bless you and your 
family as we journey together during this season of Lent!  
 

(Heidi and Mark Witte, co-producers of Children’s Liturgy of 
the Word, are parishioners at Christ The King Catholic Church 
in South Bend.) 

Watch Party - The Chosen 
Get to know Jesus like never before! Join us for a weekly watch 
party of The Chosen, Fridays during Lent at 6:00-7:30pm. The 
Chosen is the first ever multi-season series about the life of 
Jesus, and the actor who plays Jesus (Jonathan Roumie) is a 
devout Catholic! You won’t want to miss this incredible series. 
Kids and adults of all ages welcome! 
 

Can’t watch in person? Watch season one free on the Chosen 
app: www.thechosen.tv or search The Chosen in the App Store 
or Google Play. 



Continued from February 28th bulletin 



 

Lenten Reflections 
 

THIRD WEEK OF LENT 
 

March 7, 2021 
Sunday, Third Week of Lent 
 
“Zeal for your house consumes me”. (John 2:17) 
 
Reflection 
 
O Divine Truth, You give so much strength to the soul which clothes itself with You, that it never falters under 
the weight of adversity beneath the burden of troubles and temptations, but in every struggle, it gains a great 
victory. I am wretched because I have not followed You, O Eternal Truth; hence I am so weak that in every 
least tribulation I fall.  (St Catherine of Siena) 
 
Lenten Question 
 
Q: Is there a biblical basis for abstaining from meat as a sign of repentance? 

A: Yes. The book of Daniel states: “In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia . . . ‘I, Daniel, mourned for three 
weeks. I ate no choice food; no meat or wine touched my lips; and I used no lotions at all until the three weeks 
were over.’” (Daniel 10:1-3) 
 
Lenten Action 
 
Say “I will pray for you” to someone who has shared a difficulty. 

March 8, 2021 
Monday, Third Week of Lent 
 
“Go and wash ... and your flesh will heal”. (2 Kings 5:10) 
 
Lenten Action 
 
Forgive one who has betrayed you and ask forgiveness from one you have betrayed. 

March 9, 2021 
Tuesday, Third Week of Lent 
 
“Lord, when my brother wrongs me, how often must I forgive him?” (Matthew 18:21) 
 
Lenten Action 
 

Forgive one who has betrayed you and ask forgiveness from one you have betrayed.  
 
Gracious Saint Joseph, protect me and my family from all evil as you did the Holy Family. Kindly keep us 
ever united in the love of Christ, ever fervent in imitation of the virtue of our Blessed Lady, your sinless 
spouse, and always faithful in devotion to you. Amen.  
 
Today we have Eucharistic Adoration from 6.00 p.m-8.00 p.m. Make a plan to spend some time 
before the Eucharistic Lord. 



 

March 10, 2021 
Wednesday, Third Week of Lent 
 
“Take care ... not to forget the things which your own eyes have seen”. (Deuteronomy 4:9) 
 
Reflection 
 
The experience of the Father’s love urges Christians to give of themselves to others, obeying a logic of service 
and solidarity in openness to their brothers and sisters. The awareness in which the Church through the        
centuries has borne witness to God’s love in her word and action are vast. 
 
Lenten Action 
 
Do an unnecessary act of love today, remembering God’s love for you. 
 
Prayer 
 
Give me a perfect heart to receive your work, that I may bring forth fruit in patience. 

March 11, 2021 
Thursday, Third Week of Lent 
 
“If it is by the finger of God that I cast out devils, then the reign of God is upon you”. (Luke 11:20) 
 
Lenten Action 
 
Invite a non-practicing friend back to Mass. Could even be one of your own in the family.  
 
Prayer 
 
O God, you sent your Son, Jesus, to bring eternal life to those who believe. I join him in praying for laborers 
for your harvest. May your Holy Spirit inspire men and women to continue his mission through your        
priesthood, diaconate, religious life, and lay ministry. May this same Spirit make known your will for my life. 

March 12, 2021 
Friday, Third Week of Lent 
 
Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence from meat. 
You shall love the Lord your God. (Mark 12:30) 
 
Lenten Action 
 
A diet of amoral and immoral programs can and will corrupt your values. Do you control the media you watch 
and listen to? 

March 13, 2021 
Saturday, Third Week of Lent 
 
“O God, be merciful to me a sinner!” (Luke 18:13) 
 
Lenten Action 
 
Reflect on your life with God. Have mercy on me, O God. (Psalm 51) 
 
God Bless You All, 
Father Wimal 



 GUIDELINES FOR MASS   
 

It has certainly been quite some time since we have all been together, and I know all of us are looking        

forward to seeing each other again to share in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass in our spiritual home, and 

rightly so. Having said this, there will be some adjustments and changes that must be followed to keep     

everyone as safe as possible. PLEASE follow these guidelines when returning to mass:  

• It is especially important that if you have a cough or fever, or otherwise feel sick, you should NOT come 

to church. It is further advised that “all individuals who are 65 and above or who have an underlying      

at-risk health condition to stay home.” The Indiana bishops hereby extend the dispensation from the    

obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of obligation until further notice. The Indiana  

bishops will continue to monitor the situation to determine when it might be advisable to modify or lift 

the dispensation. 

• You MUST wear a mask. If you refuse, you will be turned away and we do not want that!  If you do not 

have access to one, the church will have a limited supply available. The exceptions to this will be young 

children under the age of 2, and those who would have respiratory issues.  

• Social distancing of 6 feet is required.  This will also be for those who wish to visit inside or outside of the 

St. Mary Mother of God Church grounds.  

• There is a mandated limit of the number of people that may attend mass at any given time.  In the event 

that the Sanctuary is full, you may be asked to be seated out in the Gathering Area to observe mass. 

• Restroom use will be monitored as well as only a limited number can be in there at one time, so it might 

be a good idea to keep that in mind before you head out to church.  

• Hand sanitizer should be used upon entering the church and/or Sanctuary. It is being made available to 

you at the entrance.  

• Pews have been blocked off, DO NOT use them. Social distancing of 6 feet will also be required in the 

pews between individuals or family units.  

• You will notice that all hymnals, missalettes, and all worship aids have been removed.  

• No singing will be permitted during the Liturgy at this time until further notice.  

• Collection baskets will not be utilized; however, baskets will be placed in the back of the Sanctuary to 

place your Sunday Collection in.  

• All should refrain from holding hands during the “Our Father” and the “Sign of Peace” should not be    

given by the customary handshake.  

• During the reception of communion there will be only two lines. One down the center aisle and one on 

the west side of the Sanctuary.  The "Middle Section" is to remain in their seats until the "Choir Section" 

has received. Then after the last one receives, the Middle Section will receive from the minister and then 

return to their seats by way of the center aisle. "  Again, you must follow the 6 feet distancing, which you 

will notice an “X” placed on the floor as a recommended guideline.   

• Please use hand sanitizer prior to Holy Communion. Hand sanitizer dispensers are available in the     

center aisle in the recessed section of the pews on both sides for your use. Also, hand sanitizer will be       

available in the aisle along the west side of the church.  

• The Blood of Christ will not be offered. If you have a dietary restriction for gluten, please call the church 

office and other arrangements may be made.  

• Following the final Blessing, please remain seated until the ushers dismiss your row. Parishioners and 

visitors seated in the Gathering Area will be dismissed first, then they will dismiss each row beginning 

from the back of the Sanctuary.   

 

If you have any questions, please call the church office. Prior to mass there will be our Ushers ready to        

answer any questions or give you guidance. Please help us make this a reverent and peaceful celebration and 

follow ALL these guidelines. The mandates given to us are from the State of Indiana and the Fort Wayne-

South Bend Diocese to ensure the safety and well-being of everyone. THANK YOU and WELCOME BACK to 

each of you!                            Updated 01-29-2021 



THE LIGHT IS ON FOR YOU… 
Reconciliation is available to you on March 9, 2021, from 6pm - 8pm at all Catholic churches in the Diocese. St. Mary Mother of 
God will also offer Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament during this time. 
 

On Holy Saturday, April 3, 2021, an opportunity for reconciliation is also being offered from 2:00pm - 3:00pm.   





 

St. Mary Mother of God Live-Stream Mass 
Our 10:45 a.m. Sunday mass is now being live-streamed!  
Please go to our Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/237495779612838  
You may also see our mass on YouTube: https://
www.youtube.com/channel/UCsPPPuN77xcFklya-fnJEDA/ to 
participate in the Liturgy if you are unable to be here with us.   
 

PRAYER TO MAKE A “SPIRITUAL COMMUNION” 
Saint Alphonsus Liguori 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy    
Sacrament. I love you above all things and I desire to receive 
You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You 
sacramentally, come at least into my heart. I embrace You as if 
you were already there and unite myself wholly to You.   Never 
permit me to be separated from You. Amen.  

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT                                                                                                                         MARCH 7, 2021 

 

 
Sunday, March 7th  

10:45 a.m. - For the people of 
St. Mary Mother of God Parish  

Monday, March 8th 
Janet Ottenweller 

Tuesday, March 9th 
Lawrence Shimes 

Wednesday, March 10th 
For the Benefactors of the Church, 

Soup Kitchen, Ave Maria House 
Thursday, March 11th 

Paul Keneth Shive 
Friday, March 12th 

Tim Laughlin 
Saturday, March 13th 
Diane (Runge) Finch 
Sunday, March 14th  

10:45 a.m. - Robert Wagoner  

 

 

 
 

Saint Mary’S Soup Kitchen 

Please mark your grocery lists for our Soup  
Kitchen.  This week we are asking for  

Rice. 
Soup Kitchen Weekend Volunteers 

Saturday 10:00 am-1:00 pm 
Sunday 11:30 –1:00 pm 

Sunday, March 7th 
Braxton Bermes, Kera, Katie, Brendan 

Saturday, March 13th 
UAW 

Sunday, March 14th 
Shanebrooks 

 

AVE MARIA HOUSE PANTRY NEEDS 

BACKPACKS, BELTS, AND BOOTS  
(MENS 10 AND UP, OR ANY SIZE IS APPRECIATED) 

If you would like to request a mass intention on a specific day for a 
deceased loved one or for a special intention, please contact the 
Parish Office at 424-8231. Two or more names may be submitted for 
one mass if they are related, (i.e. husband/wife; father/son; living 
and deceased of the Frank Jones and Sam Smith Families).         
According to Canon Law, the Bishops of a Province determine the 
offering amount that seems appropriate. The Bishops of Indiana 
Province have determined that the appropriate offering is $10 per 
mass. Envelopes are available in the Gathering Area. 

MASS OFFERINGS 
Have you considered a Mass offered at important annual events 
of your life such as birthdays and anniversaries for yourself or 
loved ones, both living and deceased? That’s a better way to 
show our gratitude to God, the author of life. Because the Mass 
is the highest form of worship on Earth, there are many fruits 
and graces that result from having a Mass said. The reason that 
this tradition has been passed on for centuries is because of the 
many spiritual fruits that result from this form of prayer. The 
celebration of the Eucharist is the highest form of worship in the 
Catholic Church because we unite ourselves with Christ's         
sacrifice on the cross in worship of his Father. Let us not miss out 
on these graces for yourself and those you love!  
 

St. John Paul II emphasized the graces that 
come when a Mass is offered. "The Church 
believes that she will be heard, for she prays 
in union with Christ her Head and Spouse, 
who takes up this plea of His Bride and joins 
it to His own redemptive sacrifice." 

FORT WAYNE AREA TELEVISED MASSES: 
7 am: WPTA Ch. 21.3 (MyTV) | Frontier: 9, 509 | Comcast: 
252, 1024, 1172 | DirecTV, 22 
10 am: WISE CW Ch. 33.1 | Frontier  6, 506 | Comcast 19, 
1033 |  DirecTV 33 | Dish 34 

 

INDIANA CATHOLIC BISHOPS EXTEND  
MASS DISPENSATION 

Public Masses in the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend have 
been permitted to resume since the weekend of May 23-24, 
so long as current diocesan directives are adhered to. Note 
that if individual counties or other local governments within 
the diocese issue more restrictive directives, these must also 
be closely followed.  
 

Parishes that are not equipped to implement all the            
necessary precautions should not celebrate public liturgies.  
 

In addition, the dispensation from the obligation to attend 
Sunday Mass is extended for all Catholics in the diocese until 
further notice.  

PARISH CARE CALLS 
A representative body formed by Father Wimal, and             
authorized by the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend, has 
been established here at St. Mary Mother of God Parish. Their     
mission will be to make phone calls to all parishioners to 
“check-in” and see how you are doing during these stressful 
times with the COVID-19 Pandemic. 
They have begun making phone 
calls during the week from the 
office phone (424-8231). If you 
have any concerns, please           
approach Father Wimal directly. 
We thank Christina Myles, Gerry 
Lebrato, and Drew Racine for this 
mission.  

 


