
Parish Mission Statement 
 

“Believing in faith in action, St. Mary Mother 
of God Catholic Church strives to reach out  to 
others through the joyful celebration of Word   
and Sacrament, embracing diversity, and 
working for peace, justice, and non-violence.”

February 28, 2021 
The Second Sunday of Lent 

“Serving the People of God  
Spiritually and Physically  since 1848” 

Parish Office  
 

1101 S. Lafayette • Ft. Wayne, IN 46802 
Hours ........... Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4:00 pm 
  Fri. 8:30 am-2:00 pm 
Telephone .......................... (260) 424-8231 
Fax ...................................... (260) 426-2029 
Email ................ stmarysfw@stmarysfw.org 
Mail .................................... P.O. Box 11383 
  Ft. Wayne, IN 46857-1383 

 Parish Staff 
 

Pastoral Associate & SVDP 
 Anthony Henry .................. (260) 424-8231 
Sacramental Coordinator 
 Mary Kay Matasky ............ (260) 424-8231 
Music Director 
 Greg Childs………………..(260) 424-8231 

Mary’s Kids Director 
 Judy Parrott...….………….(260) 424-8231 
Liturgical Environment 
  Chuck Luther………………(260) 424-8231 
Wedding Coordinator 
 Rebecca Silkworth………..(260) 223-7018 

 

Office & Hall Manager/Bulletin Editor 
 Sue Koester ...................... (260) 424-8231 
Business Manager 
 Celeste Streicher .............. (260) 424-8231 
Receptionist 
 Karen Grashoff.................. (260) 424-8231 
Bell’s Program Administrator 
  John Barnett ………………(260) 424-8231 

Building Operations/SK Deliveries 
   Tom Freehill………………(260) 424-8231 
St. Mary's Soup Kitchen Director 
 Diane Day …………………(260) 426-1217 
St. Mary’s Soup Kitchen Asst. Director 
 John Barnett………………(260) 426-1217 

Soup Kitchen Volunteer Coordinator 
 Dee Kumfer……………….(260) 422-4968 
Soup Kitchen Volunteer Coordinator—    
 Weekends 
  Val Vorndran……………..(260) 450-5170 
Ave Maria House 
 Dottie Carpenter…………..(260) 424-3355 

Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council 
 Joanne Miller………………(260) 492-9273 

Parish Membership Welcome 
Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us, whether visitors, long time residents, or newly 
arrived in  the  parish.  We  thank  God  for  you.  If  you  wish  to  register,  please  call  the  parish  
office,  pick up a registration form in the pew, or complete below and place in collection basket. 
Name__________________________________________  Phone No _______________________ 
 

Address________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City___________________________________________  Zip _____________________________ 
 

Check one: 
____ New Parishioner  ____ New Address  ____ New Phone Number  ____ Moving, remove from list 

 

Sacraments 
Matrimony 
Arrangements  are  to  be made with priest at least  
6 months in advance.  Pre-marriage instruction 
required. 
Sick and Communion Call 
Please  keep  the Church Office informed of  the  
sick and homebound, particularly when there is  
serious illness. 
Baptism 
For details please call the Church Office. 
Baptismal Preparation is required for parents. 
Reconciliation 
 Sunday:  10:00am-10:30am OR 
    Anytime by appointment. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Call Parish Office for information. 

Parish Pastoral Council 
Nov, Jan, Mar, May, 1st Sunday, after Mass 

Bulletin Deadline 
Monday 12:00 pm 
Call or email submissions. 

 

FATHER DON WIMAL JAYASURIYA, Pastor 
wjayasuriya@stmarysfw.org 

 

Mass Schedule 
Sunday  -  10:45 am 
Holy Day  -  5:15 pm 

1101 S.  LAFAYET TE,  F T.  WAYNE,  IN 46802  

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

ST. MARY 
MOTHER OF  GOD 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 28, 2021 
  
Sunday 2/28 :     Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18/Ps 116:10, 15, 
      16-17, 18-19 [9]/Rom 8:31b-34/Mk 9:2-10 
 Monday 3/1:     Dn 9:4b-10/Ps 79:8, 9 11 and 13 [cf.   
      103:10a]/Lk 6:36-38 
 Tuesday 3/2:     Is 1:10, 16-20/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23 
      [23b]/Mt 23:1-12 
 Wednesday 3/3: Jer 18:18-20/Ps 31:5-6, 14, 15-16 [17b]/Mt 
      20:17-28  
Thursday 3/4:    Jer 17:5-10/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [40:5a]/Lk 
      16:19-31 
 Friday 3/5:     Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a/Ps 105:16-17, 18
      -19, 20-21 [5a]/Mt 21:33-43, 45-46 
 Saturday 3/6:     Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-
      12 [8a]/Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 
 Sunday 3/7:     Ex 20:1-17 or 20:1-3, 7-8, 12-17/Ps 19:8, 9, 
      10, 11 [Jn 6:68c]/1 Cor 1:22-25/Jn 2:13-25 
      or Ex 17:3-7/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 [8]/Rom 5:1-
      2, 5-8/Jn 4:5-42 or 4:5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-
      42 

ST. MARY MOTHER OF GOD CATHOLIC CHURCH FORT WAYNE, IN 

PRAYER  REQUESTS  
 

Kindly pray for… 
 
 †  All the unborn, all expectant Mothers, and  
      those who celebrated their Birthday this past week. 
 † those who celebrated their Wedding Anniversary 
     this past week. 
 † Metrice Smith; Carol Taylor; Father Widmann; 
     John Webster; John Martin; Mary Ellen Nolte;  
     George Bachinsky's cousin Mary Jo; Pam Mitoraj;                  
                  Don and Sharon Luther-parents of Chuck Luther; 
                  Miranda Horrell Rockey-daughter of Jim and  
                  Marilyn Horrell; Jim Horrell;  
     Elfrida - Sister of Eugenia and John Barnett; 
     Molly - Sister of Kelly & Tony O’Neil;  
                  Rita Berghoff; Barb Chmiel’s Brother-Ralph; 
     Gemma Maria-granddaughter of Susan &               
                  Irv Arnold; and all who are suffering 
                  from the effects of the COVID-19. 
 †  All who have died as a result of the COVID-19 
             †  Our world all people, both military and civilian      
     who are in the midst of war, natural disasters,  
     or social unrest.   

  
February 28, 2021 - 2nd Sunday of Lent 

 
A pregnant woman was walking in the store and met an old friend. Her friend exclaimed, “You are absolutely beaming!” The 
new life God placed in her womb radiated throughout her body. It was brightly visible on her face and in her eyes.                
Transformation and change usually happen from the inside out. It is very rare that simply imposing structure from the outside 
does any good. Yes, it is true that routines and habits can change when things are done differently. But, for this change to last 
there has to be an interior renewal and metamorphosis as well. Simply regulating behavior and bringing someone into           
conformity with accepted protocols doesn’t mean their heart and soul come with them. 
 

Peter was a homeless man who lived in a very remote and rudimentary tent community. He was happy to make his daily trip to 
McDonald’s and always welcomed a gift card or two so that he could buy some coffee and something to eat. A generous         
advocate worked to secure him an apartment in hopes of moving Peter out of his makeshift housing and into something safer. 
Peter finally got the grand tour of his new “digs,” received his own key, remarked how wonderful the place was, closed the door 
behind him when they left and never returned. He preferred his tent. No matter how much things changed on the outside,     
Peter was happy where he was. A poignant lesson was learned that day. 
 

How is your Lent going? By now you ought to have a sense of whether you’re really “into it” this year and something             
transformational is happening.  For many, it’s only the stuff on the outside that changes for a few weeks and then they return to         
business as usual. For others, there are some real inner changes happening that are deepening their relationships with God, 
others, self, and creation. If we are serious about moving to a new place and radiating with the presence of new life and joy, 
then we have to clear the way to listen for God’s call. Then, there is God’s request to change things up a bit and order our lives 
differently. After realizing we have been called and given a mission, we have to trust that this is where we need to be. And then, 
after all of this hard work we are asked to act. The fruit that is revealed will indicate whether our journey is authentic. The      
brilliance of conversion will begin to shine on our faces as we contemplate the One to whom we are asked to listen.                                                      

 
 
 

 

Sunday, February 28th - Second Sunday of Lent 

Sacristan: Suzanne Runge 

Commentator: Rosemary Mausser 

First Reading: Maxine Stovall 

Second Reading: John Brennan 

Ordinary Minister of Holy Communion: Deacon Kohrman 

Ushers: Julie Huth, Jim Huth, Katrina Johnson 

 
 

 

Sunday, March 7th - Third Sunday of Lent 

Sacristan: Katrina Johnson 

Commentator: Jennifer Hayes 

First Reading: Katie Lamee 

Second Reading: John Barnett 

Ordinary Minister of Holy Communion: Deacon Kohrman 

Ushers: Patrick Swartz, Mike Rorick, Kera Parrott 
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PENITENTIAL ACT 
I confess to Almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters, 
that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my words, in 
what I have done and what I have failed to do, we strike our breast 

during the next phrase:  through my fault, through my fault, through 
my most grievous fault; therefore I ask the blessed Mary       
ever-Virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers and 
sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
 

GLORIA 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of 
good will.  We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we   
glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, Lord God, 
heavenly King, O God, almighty Father, Lord Jesus Christ,   
Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; you take 
away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; you are seated at 
the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us.   
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you 
alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in 
the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

NICENO-CONSTANTINOPOLITAN CREED 
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all things visible and invisible. 
 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of 
God, born of the Father before all ages.  God from God, Light 
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,        
consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were 
made.  For us men and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, At the words that follow, up to and including and became man, all bow, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and 
became man. 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered 
death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in        
accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have 
no end. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who   
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. 
 

I believe in one, holy catholic and apostolic Church.  I confess 
one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.  Heaven and earth are full 
of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in he highest. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 
Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world, have mercy 
on us.  Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world, have 
mercy on us.  Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION 
Priest: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the 
sins of the world.  Blessed are those called to the supper of the 
Lamb. 
 

Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but 
only say the word and my soul shall be healed. 

PRAYER TO SAINT MICHAEL 
Saint Michael, the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our       
protection against the wickedness and snares of the devil.  May 
God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do you, O Prince of the 
Heaven Host, by the power of God, cast into hell Satan, and all 
the evil spirits who prowl throughout the world seeking the ruin 
of souls.  Amen. 

ANIMA CHRISTI 
Soul of Christ sanctify me; Body of Christ save me; Blood of 
Christ inebriate me; Water from the side of Christ, wash me; 
Passion of Christ, strengthen me; O good Jesus hear me; Within 
Your sacred wounds hide me; Separated from You, let me never 
be; From the evil one protect me; At the hour of my death, call 
me; And bid me to come to You; That with Your saints, I may 
praise You forever and ever. Amen. 
 

READINGS FOR SUNDAY-THE SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 

Reading 1                      Genesis 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18 (26B) 
 A reading from the Book of Genesis  

God put Abraham to the test. He called to him, “Abraham!” 
“Here I am!” he replied. Then God said: “Take your son Isaac, 
your only one, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah. 
There you shall offer him up as a holocaust on a height that I 
will point out to you.” 
When they came to the place of which God had told him,  
Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. 
Then he reached out and took the knife to slaughter his son. 
But the LORD’s messenger called to him from heaven,  
“Abraham, Abraham!” “Here I am!” he answered. “Do not lay 
your hand on the boy,” said the messenger. “Do not do the least 
thing to him. I know now how devoted you are to God,  
since you did not withhold from me your own beloved son.” 
As Abraham looked about, he spied a ram caught by its horns in 
the thicket. So he went and took the ram and offered it up as a 
holocaust in place of his son. 
Again the LORD’s messenger called to Abraham from heaven 
and said: “I swear by myself, declares the LORD, that because 
you acted as you did in not withholding from me your beloved 
son, I will bless you abundantly and make your descendants as 
countless as the stars of the sky and the sands of the seashore;  
your descendants shall take possession of the gates of their ene-
mies, and in your descendants all the nations of the earth 
shall find blessing—all this because you obeyed my command.” 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm                 Psalm 116: 10, 15, 16-17, 18-19 
R. I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living. 
I believed, even when I said, “I am greatly afflicted.” Precious 
in the eyes of the LORD is the death of his faithful ones. 
R. I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living. 
O LORD, I am your servant; I am your servant, the son of your 
handmaid; you have loosed my bonds. To you will I offer sacri-
fice of thanksgiving, and I will call upon the name of the 
LORD. 
R. I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living. 
My vows to the LORD I will pay in the presence of all his peo-
ple, In the courts of the house of the LORD, in your midst, O 
Jerusalem. 
R. I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living. 
  

Reading 2                                                       Romans 8: 31b-34 
A reading from the first Letter of Saint Peter 

Brothers and sisters: If God is for us, who can be against us? 
He who did not spare his own Son but handed him over for us 
all, how will he not also give us everything else along with him? 



 
 

Reading 2 - continued 
Who will bring a charge against God’s chosen ones? It is God 
who acquits us, who will condemn? Christ Jesus it is who 
died—or, rather, was raised—who also is at the right hand of 
God, who indeed intercedes for us. 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  
 

Gospel Acclamation                                             Matthew 17:5         
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory! 
From the shining cloud the Father’s voice is heard: This is my 
beloved Son, listen to him.  
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory!  
 

Gospel                                                                    Mark 9: 2-10 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 

     Jesus took Peter, James, and John and led them up a high  
mountain apart by themselves. And he was transfigured before 
them, and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no fuller 
on earth could bleach them. Then Elijah appeared to them along 
with Moses, and they were conversing with Jesus. Then Peter 
said to Jesus in reply, “Rabbi, it is good that we are here! Let us 
make three tents: one for you, one for Moses, and one for       
Elijah.” He hardly knew what to say, they were so terrified. 
Then a cloud came, casting a shadow over them; from the cloud 
came a voice, “This is my beloved Son. Listen to him.”         
Suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw anyone but Jesus 
alone with them.  
     As they were coming down from the mountain, he charged 
them not to relate what they had seen to anyone, except when 
the Son of Man had risen from the dead. So they kept the matter 
to themselves, questioning what rising from the dead meant. 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
 

• Please return your filled baby     
bottles for the Christ Child Society 

        Sunday, February 28th 
• Mary’s Kids will meet prior to 

the Sunday Liturgy at 9:30a.m. 
• Stations of the Cross beginning 

at 10:10a.m. 
• Ave Maria House Advisory Meeting 
     following the Sunday Liturgy in  
     Oechtering Hall.  
        
 
 
        Sunday, March 7th 
• Mary’s Kids will meet prior to the 

Sunday Liturgy at 9:30a.m. 
• Stations of the Cross beginning at 10:10a.m. 
• Parish Council Meeting in Oechtering Hall    

following the Sunday Liturgy. 

 

THEOLOGY ON TAP - WINTER SERIES  
Join us for this Catholic speaker series for young adults in their 
20s and 30s, single and married, to share in fellowship and 
faith. Tuesdays from 7:00-8:30 p.m. at St. Charles Borromeo 
Church, 4916 Trier Rd., Fort Wayne. Series theme: Fraternity 
and Social Friendship. For more information and list of     
speakers, go to diocesefwsb.org/tot. 

THE LIGHT IS ON FOR YOU 
This Lent, every parish in the Diocese 
of Fort Wayne-South Bend will have    
confessions available on Tuesday, 
March 9 from 6pm - 8pm. If you have 
been reluctant to come to the           
sacrament, have been away for some 

time, or  just 
find it difficult 
to get to a 
Saturday afternoon confession time, 
this is a wonderful opportunity to        
reconnect with Christ and His 
Church.  

        

 
       February 28th:  Weekly Church Offering 
             March 7th:  Weekly Church Offering 
 You may mail in your offerings to the    
parish office, P.O. Box 11383, Fort Wayne, IN 
46857-1383, during this time or you may use the     
Online Giving option on the parish website 
(www.stmarysfw.org).  Thank you! 
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For St. Mary Mother of God 

VIRTUAL CONFIRMATION RETREAT 
The Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend has launched a Virtual 
Confirmation Retreat that is accessible to confirmation       
students, their sponsors and parishes as students prepare to 
be sealed by the Holy Spirit in the sacrament of confirmation. 
The retreat is offered in English and Spanish and includes 
talks, reflections, Lectio Divina and music that is prerecorded 
and can be accessed at any time throughout the 2020-21 
school year. To participate, visit diocesefwsb.org/
confirmation-retreat.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Patrick’s Church Arcola  
Drive-thru ONLY Fish Fry 
(12305 Arcola Road, Fort Wayne) 
St. Patrick Church Arcola will have a drive-thru ONLY Fish Fry 
on Friday, March 12th from 4:00-7:00 pm. Dinner $10.00, All 
Fish $12. Cash or check only. 
 

St. Peter’s Church 
The newly formed Knights of Columbus Council 17447 at St. 
Peter's Parish Fort Wayne is sponsoring a Drive thru Fish Fry on 
Friday, March 19, 2021 from 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm. Fish          
prepared by Dan's Fish Fry. Dinner will include potato chips, 
coleslaw, tartar sauce. Tickets are $10.00. Dinners will be 
served from the Parish Pavilion, at the corner of 506 E. DeWald 
& Warsaw Streets. Please call 744-2765 with any questions.  



 

 

Lenten Reflections 
 

SECOND WEEK OF LENT 
 
February 28, 2021 
Sunday, Second Week of Lent 
 
“He was transfigured before their eyes and his clothes became dazzlingly white”. (Mark 9:2-3) 
 
Reflection 
“This is the remedy to fix my gaze on You, Incarnate Word, hanging on the Cross. As soon as You see a    
humble soul looking at You in this way, you are quickly moved to look at it, and the effect of Your divine 
glance is like that of a ray of sunshine on the earth; it warms it and prepares it to bring forth fruit. This is the 
way You act, O Divine Word, who by the light of Your glance, drain my soul of all its pride, and consume it in 
Your fire. No one acquires humility if he does not fix his gaze on You, O Word, on the Cross”.  
(St. Mary Magdalen dei Pazzi) 
 
March 1, 2021 
Monday, Second Week of Lent 
 
“Be compassionate, as your Father is compassionate”. (Luke 6:36) 
 
This Lent take the big step. Surrender any “eye for an eye” notions and pray for help in learning to love and 
forgive the way our Lord taught us. 
 
March 2, 2021 
Tuesday, Second Week of Lent 
 
“Come now, let us set things right, says the Lord”. (Isaiah 1:18) 
 
Reflection 
If most problems come from unforgiveness, we can understand why Jesus emphasizes forgiveness to an       
extreme degree. When Peter suggested to Jesus that we should forgive seven times, he was correct. (Mt 18:21) 
Seven in the Bible stands for an indefinite number of times, so Peter was saying we should forgive               
indefinitely. This is the correct answer but not the correct emphasis. Jesus proclaims we should forgive 
“seventy times seven,” indefinitely times indefinitely. 
  
March 3, 2021 
Wednesday, Second Week of Lent 
 
“Anyone among you who aspires to greatness must serve the rest”. (Matthew 20:27) 
 
Reflection 
Deny oneself. Carry one’s cross to follow Jesus Christ. If you are ashamed of the Cross of Jesus Christ, he will 
be ashamed of you before his Father Love the Cross. Desire: crosses, contempt, pain, abuse, insults, disgrace, 
persecution, humiliations, calumnies, illness, injuries. 
 
May Jesus prevail, may his Cross prevail Divine love, Humility, Submission, Patience, Obedience. Complete 
prompt joyful blind persevering. (St. Louis de Montfort). 
 
  

 



 

March 4, 2021 
Thursday, Second Week of Lent 
 
“At his gate lay a beggar named Lazarus”. (Luke 16:20) 
 
Reflection 
The rich man did not chase Lazarus away, did not scold him, did not beat him, did not criticize him, He did not 
do anything wrong. Neither he did anything good. That was his sin. Doing what is wrong is sinful. Similarly, 
the good undone is equally sinful. The sin of the rich man was sin of omission. The greeting not made, the 
compliments not expressed, the smile not exchanged, the help not given, the appreciation avoided, the truth 
unspoken, the justice not met are equally wrong. 
 
March 5, 2021 
Friday, Second Week of Lent 
 
Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence from meat. 
 
“Israel loved Joseph best of all his sons, for he was the child of his old age”. (Genesis 37:3) 
 
Reflection 
Oh! how truly can we see that pride dishonors God and is very displeasing to Him, since it is necessary for 
you, the Son of God, to be so humiliated to atone for such dishonor! We can truly say also that vanity is a   
monstrous thing since in order to destroy it, You were willing to be reduced to such humiliation! Oh! how 
firmly must we believe that in the eyes of God humility is an infinitely precious treasure and a jewel most 
pleasing to Him, since You, His divine Son, willed to be so humiliated to make us love this virtue, and to urge 
us to imitate You in the practice of it, and thus merit the grace to perform its works. (St. John Eudes). 
 
March 6, 2021 
Saturday, Second Week of Lent 
 
“Let us eat and celebrate because this son of mine was dead and has come back to life”. (Luke 15:23-24) 
 
Lenten Action 
Go to a chapel and say Morning Prayer. Call your parents and tell them you love them. 
 
Prayer 
Forgive my sins against the unity of your family; make me love as you loved me. 
 
God Bless You All, 
Father Wimal 



THE LIGHT IS ON FOR YOU… 
Reconciliation is available to you on March 9, 2021, from 6pm - 8pm at all Catholic churches in the Diocese. St. Mary Mother of 
God will also offer Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament during this time. 
 

On Holy Saturday, April 3, 2021, an opportunity for reconciliation is also being offered from 2:00pm - 3:00pm.   







 GUIDELINES FOR MASS   
 

It has certainly been quite some time since we have all been together, and I know all of us are looking        

forward to seeing each other again to share in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass in our spiritual home, and 

rightly so. Having said this, there will be some adjustments and changes that must be followed to keep     

everyone as safe as possible. PLEASE follow these guidelines when returning to mass:  

• It is especially important that if you have a cough or fever, or otherwise feel sick, you should NOT come 

to church. It is further advised that “all individuals who are 65 and above or who have an underlying      

at-risk health condition to stay home.” The Indiana bishops hereby extend the dispensation from the    

obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of obligation until further notice. The Indiana  

bishops will continue to monitor the situation to determine when it might be advisable to modify or lift 

the dispensation. 

• You MUST wear a mask. If you refuse, you will be turned away and we do not want that!  If you do not 

have access to one, the church will have a limited supply available. The exceptions to this will be young 

children under the age of 2, and those who would have respiratory issues.  

• Social distancing of 6 feet is required.  This will also be for those who wish to visit inside or outside of the 

St. Mary Mother of God Church grounds.  

• There is a mandated limit of the number of people that may attend mass at any given time.  In the event 

that the Sanctuary is full, you may be asked to be seated out in the Gathering Area to observe mass. 

• Restroom use will be monitored as well as only a limited number can be in there at one time, so it might 

be a good idea to keep that in mind before you head out to church.  

• Hand sanitizer should be used upon entering the church and/or Sanctuary. It is being made available to 

you at the entrance.  

• Pews have been blocked off, DO NOT use them. Social distancing of 6 feet will also be required in the 

pews between individuals or family units.  

• You will notice that all hymnals, missalettes, and all worship aids have been removed.  

• No singing will be permitted during the Liturgy at this time until further notice.  

• Collection baskets will not be utilized; however, baskets will be placed in the back of the Sanctuary to 

place your Sunday Collection in.  

• All should refrain from holding hands during the “Our Father” and the “Sign of Peace” should not be    

given by the customary handshake.  

• During the reception of communion there will be only two lines. One down the center aisle and one on 

the west side of the Sanctuary.  The "Middle Section" is to remain in their seats until the "Choir Section" 

has received. Then after the last one receives, the Middle Section will receive from the minister and then 

return to their seats by way of the center aisle. "  Again, you must follow the 6 feet distancing, which you 

will notice an “X” placed on the floor as a recommended guideline.   

• Please use hand sanitizer prior to Holy Communion. Hand sanitizer dispensers are available in the     

center aisle in the recessed section of the pews on both sides for your use. Also, hand sanitizer will be       

available in the aisle along the west side of the church.  

• The Blood of Christ will not be offered. If you have a dietary restriction for gluten, please call the church 

office and other arrangements may be made.  

• Following the final Blessing, please remain seated until the ushers dismiss your row. Parishioners and 

visitors seated in the Gathering Area will be dismissed first, then they will dismiss each row beginning 

from the back of the Sanctuary.   

 

If you have any questions, please call the church office. Prior to mass there will be our Ushers ready to        

answer any questions or give you guidance. Please help us make this a reverent and peaceful celebration and 

follow ALL these guidelines. The mandates given to us are from the State of Indiana and the Fort Wayne-

South Bend Diocese to ensure the safety and well-being of everyone. THANK YOU and WELCOME BACK to 

each of you!                            Updated 01-29-2021 



 

St. Mary Mother of God Live-Stream Mass 
Our 10:45 a.m. Sunday mass is now being live-streamed!  
Please go to our Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/237495779612838  
You may also see our mass on YouTube: https://
www.youtube.com/channel/UCsPPPuN77xcFklya-fnJEDA/ to 
participate in the Liturgy if you are unable to be here with us.   
 

PRAYER TO MAKE A “SPIRITUAL COMMUNION” 
Saint Alphonsus Liguori 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy    
Sacrament. I love you above all things and I desire to receive 
You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You 
sacramentally, come at least into my heart. I embrace You as if 
you were already there and unite myself wholly to You.   Never 
permit me to be separated from You. Amen.  

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT                                                                                                         FEBRUARY 28, 2021 

 

 
Sunday, February 28th  

10:45 a.m. - Richard Berghoff  
Monday, March 1st 

Neil Henkenius 
Tuesday, March 2nd 

For all who are suffering from  
COVID or other serious illnesss 

Wednesday, March 3rd 
Michael Streicher 

Thursday, March 4th  
Curt Laughlin 

Friday, March 5th 
Issac Jones 

Saturday, March 7th 
Patricia Hartnup 

Sunday, March 8th  
10:45 a.m. - For the people of    
St. Mary Mother of God Parish 

 

 

 
 

Saint Mary’S Soup Kitchen 

Please mark your grocery lists for our Soup  
Kitchen.  This week we are asking for  

Instant Potatoes. 
Soup Kitchen Weekend Volunteers 

Saturday 10:00 am-1:00 pm 
Sunday 11:30 –1:00 pm 
Sunday, February 28th 

Braxton Bernes 
Saturday, March 6th 

The Chapel 
Sunday, March 7th 

Braxton Bermes, Kera, Katie, Brendan 
 

AVE MARIA HOUSE PANTRY NEEDS 

BACKPACKS, BELTS, AND BOOTS  
(MENS 10 AND UP, OR ANY SIZE IS APPRECIATED) 

If you would like to request a mass intention on a specific day for a 
deceased loved one or for a special intention, please contact the 
Parish Office at 424-8231. Two or more names may be submitted for 
one mass if they are related, (i.e. husband/wife; father/son; living 
and deceased of the Frank Jones and Sam Smith Families).         
According to Canon Law, the Bishops of a Province determine the 
offering amount that seems appropriate. The Bishops of Indiana 
Province have determined that the appropriate offering is $10 per 
mass. Envelopes are available in the Gathering Area. 

MASS OFFERINGS 
Have you considered a Mass offered at important annual events 
of your life such as birthdays and anniversaries for yourself or 
loved ones, both living and deceased? That’s a better way to 
show our gratitude to God, the author of life. Because the Mass 
is the highest form of worship on Earth, there are many fruits 
and graces that result from having a Mass said. The reason that 
this tradition has been passed on for centuries is because of the 
many spiritual fruits that result from this form of prayer. The 
celebration of the Eucharist is the highest form of worship in the 
Catholic Church because we unite ourselves with Christ's         
sacrifice on the cross in worship of his Father. Let us not miss out 
on these graces for yourself and those you love!  
 

St. John Paul II emphasized the graces that 
come when a Mass is offered. "The Church 
believes that she will be heard, for she prays 
in union with Christ her Head and Spouse, 
who takes up this plea of His Bride and joins 
it to His own redemptive sacrifice." 

FORT WAYNE AREA TELEVISED MASSES: 
7 am: WPTA Ch. 21.3 (MyTV) | Frontier: 9, 509 | Comcast: 
252, 1024, 1172 | DirecTV, 22 
10 am: WISE CW Ch. 33.1 | Frontier  6, 506 | Comcast 19, 
1033 |  DirecTV 33 | Dish 34 

 

INDIANA CATHOLIC BISHOPS EXTEND  
MASS DISPENSATION 

Public Masses in the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend have 
been permitted to resume since the weekend of May 23-24, 
so long as current diocesan directives are adhered to. Note 
that if individual counties or other local governments within 
the diocese issue more restrictive directives, these must also 
be closely followed.  
 

Parishes that are not equipped to implement all the            
necessary precautions should not celebrate public liturgies.  
 

In addition, the dispensation from the obligation to attend 
Sunday Mass is extended for all Catholics in the diocese until 
further notice.  

PARISH CARE CALLS 
A representative body formed by Father Wimal, and             
authorized by the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend, has 
been established here at St. Mary Mother of God Parish. Their     
mission will be to make phone calls to all parishioners to 
“check-in” and see how you are doing during these stressful 
times with the COVID-19            
Pandemic. They have begun mak-
ing phone calls during the week 
from the office phone (424-8231). 
If you have any concerns, please           
approach Father Wimal directly. 
We thank Christina Myles, Gerry 
Lebrato, and Drew Racine for this 
mission.  

 

SUNDAY MISSALS 
As you know we have not had available to use Sunday Missals 
at mass. We do have copies for anyone interested for the    
periods through March 27th and March 28-May 29, which   
includes Holy Week. You are welcome to use them at mass, 
however, we do ask that you take them with you to keep.  


