
Parish Mission Statement 
 

“Believing in faith in action, St. Mary Mother 
of God Catholic Church strives to reach out  to 
others through the joyful celebration of Word   
and Sacrament, embracing diversity, and 
working for peace, justice, and non-violence.”

November 29, 2020 
First Sunday of Advent 

“Serving the People of God  
Spiritually and Physically  since 1848” 

Parish Office  
 

1101 S. Lafayette • Ft. Wayne, IN 46802 
Hours ..........Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4:00 pm 
  Fri. 8:30 am-2:00 pm 
Telephone ........................ (260) 424-8231 
Fax ................................... (260) 426-2029 
Email ................ stmarysfw@stmarysfw.org 
Mail ................................... P.O. Box 11383 
  Ft. Wayne, IN 46857-1383 

 Parish Staff 
 

Pastoral Associate & SVDP 
 Anthony Henry ................ (260) 424-8231 
Sacramental Coordinator 
 Mary Kay Matasky ........... (260) 424-8231 
Music Director 
 Greg Childs………………..(260) 424-8231 

Mary’s Kids Director 
 Therese Spencer………….(260) 747-4242 
Liturgical Environment 
  Chuck Luther………………(260) 424-8231 
Wedding Coordinator 
 Rebecca Silkworth………..(260) 223-7018 

 

Office & Hall Manager/Bulletin Editor 
 Sue Koester .................... (260) 424-8231 
Business Manager 
 Julie Crouch .................... (260) 424-8231 
Receptionist 
 Karen Grashoff ................ (260) 424-8231 
Bell’s Program Administrator 
  John Barnett ………………(260) 424-8231 

Building Operations/SK Deliveries 
   Tom Freehill………………(260) 424-8231 
St. Mary's Soup Kitchen Director 
 Diane Day …………………(260) 426-1217 
St. Mary’s Soup Kitchen Asst. Director 
 John Barnett………………(260) 426-1217 

Soup Kitchen Volunteer Coordinator 
 Dee Kumfer……………….(260) 422-4968 
Soup Kitchen Volunteer Coordinator—    
 Weekends 
  Val Vorndran……………..(260) 450-5170 
Ave Maria House 
 Dottie Carpenter…………..(260) 424-3355 

Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council 
 Joanne Miller………………(260) 492-9273 

Parish Membership Welcome 
Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us, whether visitors, long time residents, or newly 
arrived in  the  parish.  We  thank  God  for  you.  If  you  wish  to  register,  please  call  the  parish  
office,  pick up a registration form in the pew, or complete below and place in collection basket. 
Name__________________________________________  Phone No _______________________ 
 

Address________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City___________________________________________  Zip _____________________________ 
 

Check one: 
____ New Parishioner  ____ New Address  ____ New Phone Number  ____ Moving, remove from list 

 

Sacraments 
Matrimony 
Arrangements  are  to  be made with priest at least  
6 months in advance.  Pre-marriage instruction 
required. 
Sick and Communion Call 
Please  keep  the Church Office informed of  the  
sick and homebound, particularly when there is  
serious illness. 
Baptism 
For details please call the Church Office. 
Baptismal Preparation is required for parents. 
Reconciliation 
 Sunday:  10:00am-10:30am OR 
    Anytime by appointment. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Call Parish Office for information. 

Parish Pastoral Council 
Nov, Jan, Mar, May, 1st Sunday, after Mass 

Bulletin Deadline 
Monday 12:00 pm 
Call or email submissions. 

 

FATHER DON WIMAL JAYASURIYA, Pastor 
wjayasuriya@stmarysfw.org 

 

Mass Schedule 
Sunday  -  10:45 am 
Holy Day  -  5:15 pm 

1101 S.  LAFAYET TE,  F T.  WAYNE,  I N 46802  

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

ST. MARY 
MOTHER OF  GOD 



PRAYER  REQUESTS  
 

Kindly pray for… 
 

 † All the unborn, all expectant Mothers, and  

    those who celebrated their Birthday this past week. 

 † Those who celebrated their Wedding Anniversary 

    this past week. 

 † Elfrida -  Sister of Eugenia and John Barnett,  

    Molly - Sister of Kelly & Tony O’Neil,  

    Sister Ruth Herber, Rita Berghoff, John Martin,  

    Jim Horrell, Pam Mitoraj, Mary Ellen Nolte,  

    Barb Chmiel’s Brother-Ralph, Judy Ann,  

    Gemma Maria-granddaughter of Susan &  

    Irv Arnold, Bob Yurosko, and all who are  

    suffering from the effects of the COVID-19. 

 † All who have died as a result of the COVID-19 

 † Our world all people, both military and civilian      

    who are in the midst of war, natural disasters,  

    or social unrest.   

 

 
 
 

 

Sunday, November 29 - 1st Sunday of Advent 

Sacristan: Chuck Luther 

Commentator: Rosemary Mausser  

First Reading: John Brennan 

Second Reading: Aric Koenig 

Ordinary Minister of Holy Communion: Deacon Kohrman 

Ushers: Christina Myles, Jasmin Myles, Ken Yahne  

 

 
 

Sunday, December 6th - 2nd Sunday of Advent 

Sacristan: Chuck Luther 

Commentator: Judy Wagoner 

First Reading: Rosemary Mausser 

Second Reading: John Barnett 

Ordinary Minister of Holy Communion: Deacon Kohrman 

Ushers: Mike Rorick, Andy Johnson, Katrina Johnson 

 
 
 
 

ST. MARY MOTHER OF GOD CATHOLIC CHURCH FORT WAYNE, IN 

 
 
 
 
 
This weekend marks the beginning of the season of Advent. Advent means “coming” and is when we prepare for 
the coming birth of Jesus, the Christ. To help us prepare this year, we'll be sharing a reflection series entitled The 
Characters of Christmas. Each week we’ll see what we can learn from characters who played important roles in 
the birth of our savior!   
*       On the first Sunday of Advent, we’ll begin our series with the story of Zechariah and Elizabeth , who 

would become the parents of John the Baptist, the forerunner of Jesus.  From their story we’ll learn some 
ways to maintain hope in situations that seem hopeless.  

*         On the second Sunday of Advent, we’ll explore the story of Mary, a young peasant girl who was given 
the opportunity to become the person God would use to bring the prince of peace into the world. From her 
story we’ll learn the kind of people God uses to bring peace into the world.  

*         On the third Sunday of Advent, we’ll turn to the story of Joseph, a carpenter who had to deal with a very 
challenging situation in his life. From his story we’ll learn some qualities that can help all of us deal with 
challenging situations when they arise in our lives.  

*         On the fourth Sunday of Advent we’ll hear the story of the innkeeper, a character that isn’t even named 
in the Bible. From his story, we’ll learn some wisdom that can help us make room 
in our homes and hearts for the birth of Jesus.  

*        On Christmas Eve, we’ll join in the story of the shepherds , a rag-tag bunch that 
was the first to receive the good news of Christmas.  From their story we’ll learn 
who needs the good news of our Savior ’s birth the most. 

*      Finally, on the first Sunday of Christmas, we’ll hear the story of the Christ 
 Child.  From His story we’ll learn what the message of Christmas is all about.  
It’s going to be a great Advent toward Christmas season though we go through a tough 
time owing to the pandemic.  
I hope you’ll invite your family members and friends to join us as we learn from The   
Characters of Christmas!  You could also complement these reflections with the prayers 
and the activities of the attached Parish Advent Calendar.  
Let’s have a meaningful Advent season. 
Fr. Wimal 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 15, 2020 
 

Sunday 11/29:      Is 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-
       9 [4]/1 Cor 1:3-9/Mk 13:33-37 
Monday 11/30:      Rom 10:9-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [10]/Mt 4:18-
       22 
Tuesday 12/1:      Is 11:1-10/ Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17 [cf. 7]/Lk 
       10:21-24 
Wednesday 12/2:  Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [6cd]/Mt 
      15:29-37 
Thursday 12/3:      Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a 
       [26a]/Mt 7:21, 24-27 
Friday 12/4:      Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [1a]/Mt 9:27-31 
Saturday 12/5:      Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [cf. Is 
       30:18d]/Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8 
Sunday 12/6:      Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14 [8]/2 
       Pt 3:8-14/Mk 1:1-8 
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PENITENTIAL ACT 
I confess to Almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters, 
that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my words, in 
what I have done and what I have failed to do, we strike our breast 

during the next phrase:  through my fault, through my fault, through 
my most grievous fault; therefore I ask the blessed Mary       
ever-Virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers and 
sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
 

GLORIA 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of 
good will.  We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we   
glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, Lord God, 
heavenly King, O God, almighty Father, Lord Jesus Christ,   
Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; you take 
away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; you are seated at 
the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us.   
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you 
alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in 
the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

NICENO-CONSTANTINOPOLITAN CREED 
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all things visible and invisible. 
 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of 
God, born of the Father before all ages.  God from God, Light 
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,        
consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were 
made.  For us men and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, At the words that follow, up to and including and became man, all bow, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and 
became man. 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered 
death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in        
accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have 
no end. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who   
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. 
 

I believe in one, holy catholic and apostolic Church.  I confess 
one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.  Heaven and earth are full 
of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in he highest. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 
Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world, have mercy 
on us.  Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world, have 
mercy on us.  Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION 
Priest: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the 
sins of the world.  Blessed are those called to the supper of the 
Lamb. 
 

Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but 
only say the word and my soul shall be healed. 

 

PRAYER TO SAINT MICHAEL 
Saint Michael, the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our       
protection against the wickedness and snares of the devil.  May 
God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do you, O Prince of the 
Heaven Host, by the power of God, cast into hell Satan, and all 
the evil spirits who prowl throughout the world seeking the ruin 
of souls.  Amen. 
 

ANIMA CHRISTI 
Soul of Christ sanctify me; Body of Christ save me; Blood of 
Christ inebriate me; Water from the side of Christ, wash me; 
Passion of Christ, strengthen me; O good Jesus hear me; Within 
Your sacred wounds hide me; Separated from You, let me never 
be; From the evil one protect me; At the hour of my death, call 
me; And bid me to come to You; That with Your saints, I may 
praise You forever and ever. Amen. 
 

READINGS FOR SUNDAY - FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Reading 1                            Isaiah 63: 16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7 (2B 

 A reading from the Book of Prophet Isaiah  
You, LORD, are our father, our redeemer you are named      
forever. Why do you let us wander, O LORD, from your ways, 
and harden our hearts so that we fear you not? Return for the 
sake of your servants, the tribes of your heritage. Oh, that you 
would rend the heavens and come down, with the mountains 
quaking before you, while you wrought awesome deeds we 
could not hope for, such as they had not heard of from of old. 
No ear has ever heard, no eye ever seen, any God but you doing 
such deeds for those who wait for him. Would that you might 
meet us doing right, that we were mindful of you in our ways! 
Behold, you are angry, and we are sinful; all of us have become 
like unclean people, all our good deeds are like polluted rags; 
we have all withered like leaves, and our guilt carries us away 
like the wind. There is none who calls upon your name, who 
rouses himself to cling to you; for you have hidden your face 
from us and have delivered us up to our guilt. Yet, O LORD, 
you are our father; we are the clay and you the potter: we are all 
the work of your hands.  
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm               Psalm 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 
R. Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we 
shall be saved.  
O shepherd of Israel, hearken, from your throne upon the     
cherubim, shine forth. Rouse your power, and come to save us. 
R. Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we 
shall be saved.  
Once again, O LORD of hosts, look down from heaven, and see; 
take care of this vine, and protect what your right hand has 
planted the son of man whom you yourself made strong.  
R. Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we 
shall be saved. 
May your help be with the man of your right hand, with the son 
of man whom you yourself made strong. Then we will no more 
withdraw from you; give us new life, and we will call upon your 
name. 
R. Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we 
shall be saved. 

   

Reading 2                                                 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians 

Brothers and sisters: Grace to you and peace from God our   
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

I give thanks to my God always on your account for the grace of 
God bestowed on you in Christ Jesus, that in him you were   
enriched in every way, with all discourse and all knowledge, as 
the testimony to Christ was confirmed among you, so that you  



Second Reading - continued 
are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revelation 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will keep you firm to the end,         
irreproachable on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is    
faithful, and by him you were called to fellowship with his Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.    
 
Gospel Acclamation - Alleluia                  Psalm 85:8 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Show us, Lord, your love; and grant us your salvation. 
R. Alleluia, alleluia.  
 

Gospel                                                                  Mark 13:33-37  
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Be watchful! Be alert! You do not 
know when the time will come. It is like a man traveling abroad. 
He leaves home and places his servants in charge, each with his 
own work, and orders the gatekeeper to be on the watch. Watch, 
therefore; you do not know when the Lord of the house is    
coming, whether in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, 
or in the morning. May he not come suddenly and find you 
sleeping. What I say to you, I say to all: ‘Watch!’”  
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

November 29, 2020 - 1st Sunday of Advent 
You are at the eye doctor and it’s time for the peripheral vision 
test. You know the one. It’s where you put your head up to a 
contraption and have to click a switch every time you see a 
squiggly line. If you don’t concentrate and maintain optimal 
focus, you will miss them and skew the outcome of the test. You 
can easily find yourself with a diagnosis that really isn’t         
accurate! Concentration and focus are key to succeeding with 
this evaluation. They are also key to developing a healthy,    
vibrant spiritual life. If we do not bring our full consciousness to 
the task, concentrate with all our might, be watchful and       
vigilant, we are not going to see God’s loving presence flashing 
before our eyes! 
 

That’s why we need Advent. Let’s face it. We can easily get 
distracted, focus on nonessential and superficial things and lose 
touch with what really matters. Our attentions wander. We    
daydream and even become a bit overwhelmed and tired. All of 
the stresses and demands of life consume us and we find       
ourselves constantly trying to play catch up rather than relishing 
the moment of the now. “Now” moments are so fleeting. They 
flash before us like those squiggly lines on a screen. Present 
moments go as quickly as they come but it is important to     
discover them and rest in them as often as we can. Though gone 
in a flash, these now moments of encounter with God teach 
powerful lessons and offer a grounding in truth that can be 
found nowhere else. It’s the grace of Advent to become       
watchful and attentive because we are never sure when God will 
surprise us. 
 

God loves surprises and love thrives on them! God’s now     
moments of surprises come as tender instants of intimate      
connection where I find profound peace, experience joy, and 
rest in love. These are Advent times reflective of the now      
moments when Christ first was born, when God surprises us 
during every time we care to watch and when the great surprise 
of Christ’s second coming dawns upon us all. But, to discover 
the grandeur and experience the awe of these now times, we 
have to be ready. We have to want to be there. We have to    
believe. And, we have to have the desire to soak in as much as 
we can in the time we have before us.                                     ©LPi 
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Join Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades for a Diocesan Tree Lighting and 
Prayer Service on Sunday, Nov. 29, from 6:30–7 p.m. at the      
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception Plaza in Fort 
Wayne. The lives of your departed loved ones will be                
remembered as luminarias are lit and blessed during the           
service. For a donation of $10 or more, you can dedicate a        
luminaria in memory of your loved one. The event will be also 
be livestreamed on Facebook @diocesefwsb. For more infor-
mation or to register by Nov. 22, visit diocesefwsb.org/
HeavenlyLights or call 260-399-1438.    

NIGHT OF PRAISE 

We come together this Advent to pray and praise God. Join the 
Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend’s Hispanic Ministry and      
Santiago Fernandez on Tuesday, December 15 from 7:30-8:30 
p.m. for a Night of Praise in Spanish. The event is free and will 
be streaming live through Facebook @ministeriohispanofwsb 
with songs of worship and inspirational meditations. For more           
information, visit diocesefwsb.org/hispanic-ministry and visit 
our Facebook page. 

Advent Lessons and Carols:  
A Journey to Christmas via Music and Scripture’  

with  
John Angotti 

Begin the Advent season with John Angotti as he leads us in 
“Advent Lessons and Carols: A Journey to Christmas via Music 
and Scripture” on Wednesday, Dec. 2, at 6:30 p.m. in              
St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church, 1502 E Wallen Rd. This 
performance will also be streamed at saintv.org, YouTube and   
Facebook.  
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Help the St. Mary’s 
Soup Kitchen 

#iGiveCatholic is a   
giving event for the 
faithful from participat-
ing diocese across the 
nation and the world to 
unite and donate, both 
online and offline, to their favorite           
participating Catholic parishes, schools, and     
ministries. 
 

Our very own St. Mary’s Soup Kitchen       
is a participating ministry! 

 

Beginning Monday, November 16th through 
#GivingTuesday, December 1st, visit 
iGiveCatholic.org and support our very own 
St. Mary’s Soup Kitchen. Credit card or 
ACH donations for the #iGiveCatholic   
campaign will be accepted at          
iGiveCatholic.org and offline donations of 
checks or cash can be mailed or taken        
directly to the Parish Office. All transactions 
are secure and tax-deductible. Join our parish 
to inspire and celebrate Catholic giving by 
spreading the word about #iGiveCatholic to 
your friends, family, and colleagues! 

 

 

           November 29th:  Weekly Church Offering 
         December 6th:  Weekly Church Offering 
       
You may mail in your offerings to the parish      
office, P.O. Box 11383, Fort Wayne, IN 46857-
1383, during this time or you may use the     
Online Giving option on the parish website 
(www.stmarysfw.org).  Thank you! 

 

 

Sunday, November 29th 
• There will be no Mary’s Kids     

today! 
 

Coffee and Donuts for December 
Sunday, December 6th - St. Nicholas 
Day!  All families invited. 
 

For St. Mary Mother of God 
Visit  

with  

Saint Nicholas 
 

Bring your children,   
grandchildren, nieces and 
nephews after mass on  

December 6th to say hello 
to St. Nicholas! 

 
Drinks and treats will be 

served! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let’s follow the proper COVID-
19 protocol...we wouldn’t want   

St. Nicholas to catch a cold! 



 GUIDELINES FOR MASS   

 

It has certainly been quite some time since we have all been together, and I know all of us are looking        

forward to seeing each other again to share in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass in our spiritual home, and 

rightly so. Having said this, there will be some adjustments and changes that must be followed to keep     

everyone as safe as possible. PLEASE follow these guidelines when returning to mass:  

• It is especially important that if you have a cough or fever, or otherwise feel sick, you should NOT come 

to church. It is further advised that “all individuals who are 65 and above or who have an underlying      
at-risk health condition to stay home.” While commending our pastors and pastoral life coordinators 

who have gone to great lengths to assure safe worship spaces in our churches, given the continued        

increase of Covid-19 cases in our state, the Indiana bishops hereby extend the dispensation from the     

obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of obligation beyond 1 November 2020 until        

further notice. The Indiana bishops will continue to monitor the situation to determine when it might be 

advisable to modify or lift the dispensation. 

• You MUST wear a mask. If you refuse, you will be turned away and we do not want that! If you do not 

have access to one, the church will have a limited supply available. The exceptions to this will be young 

children under the age of 2, and those who would have respiratory issues.  

• Social distancing of 6 feet is required and will be enforced. There will be no visiting INSIDE or OUTSIDE 

of the St. Mary Mother of God Church grounds. If you miss talking with someone, please reach out to 

them through the many outlets we have available today (telephone, Facebook, etc.!)  

• There is a mandated limit of the number of people that may attend mass at any given time, therefore a 

head count will be taken upon entering the church. There may be a possibility that you will be turned 

away, but we are trying to utilize as much space as possible for that NOT to occur.  

• The restrooms will be monitored as well and only a limited number can be in there at one time, so it 

might be a good idea to keep that in mind before you head out to church.  

• You MUST use hand sanitizer upon entering the Sanctuary. It is being made available to you at the      

entrance.  

• You will notice that pews have been blocked off, DO NOT use them. Social distancing of 6 feet will also be 

required in the pews between individuals or family units.  

• You will notice that all hymnals, missalettes, and all worship aids have been removed.  

• No singing will be permitted during the Liturgy at this time until further notice.  

• The collection baskets will not be utilized; however, baskets will be placed in the back of the Sanctuary 

and at the entrance of the church to place your Sunday Collection in.  

• There will be no holding hands during the “Our Father” and no “Sign of Peace” will be offered.  

• During the reception of communion there will be only two lines. One down the center aisle and one on 

the west side of the Sanctuary. Again, you must follow the 6 feet distancing, which you will notice an “X” 
placed on the floor as a recommended guideline.  

• You must use hand sanitizer prior to Holy Communion. You will notice hand sanitizer dispensers in the 

center aisle in the recessed section of the pews on both sides for your use. Also, hand sanitizer will be 

available in the aisle along the west side of the church.  

• The Blood of Christ will not be offered. If you have a dietary restriction for gluten, please call the church 

office and other arrangements may be made.  

• Following the final Blessing, please remain seated until the ushers dismiss your row. Parishioners and 

visitors seated in the Gathering Area will be dismissed first, then they will dismiss each row beginning 

from the back of the Sanctuary.  

• Again, there must be NO visiting or congregating following mass INSIDE or OUTSIDE of church. Upon 

exiting, please continue to follow the 6 feet social distancing recommendations.  

 

If you have any questions, please call the church office. Prior to mass there will be our Ushers ready to an-

swer any questions or give you guidance. Please help us make this a reverent and peaceful celebration and 

follow ALL these guidelines. The mandates given to us are from the State of Indiana and the Fort Wayne-

South Bend Diocese to ensure the safety and well-being of everyone. THANK YOU and WELCOME BACK to 

each of you!  



Fall, 2020 
 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
That time of year is coming quickly, Christmas.  Even though we are in 
the midst of a pandemic (COVID-19) and the economy is really tough on 
struggling families, after deep thought and many prayers we are sending 
this letter to our parish friends who have been generous with their gifts in 
the past to help the poor and underprivileged at Christmas time. 
 
Please look into your heart, and if you can, extend your generosity this 
year to help us provide Christmas gifts and food baskets for these families.  
Even though this being done on a limited scale, the need of these families 
is still great, and your help will be greatly appreciated.  This will be the 
only Christmas these families have. 
 
The Angel Tree will be up beginning this Sunday, a week earlier than usu-
al so there will be time for people to decide how they would like to do 
this.  You may shop online or purchase gift cards or give a monetary gift 
and I will shop for the children.  Please make your checks payable to “St. 
Mary Mother of God Church” and note “Christmas SMDP” in the memo 
section. 
 
Again, our deepest gratitude and prayers and may God bless you, 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Dottie Carpenter 
 
 
 

Please send all donations, monetary, gift cards, etc. to: 
St. Martin dePorres Ministry 

Saint Mary Mother of God Catholic Church 
Attention:  Dottie Carpenter, Vice President 

1101 South Lafayette Street 
Fort Wayne, IN  46802 

(260) 705-1690 



 

St. Martin dePorres Ministry 
of Saint Mary’s Catholic Church 

1101 South Lafayette   
1101 South Lafayette Stree46802  •  260/705-1690     

     Be A Christmas Angel!!!  
 
 
 

Help us make Christmas a little nicer for a family.  Please be a star and take an an-
gel from the GIVING TREE located in the gathering area.   

 
Guidelines for the Giving Tree 

 

1. All gifts must be labeled and returned by Sunday, December 16, 2020.  Great 
deals can be found at Wal-Mart, Ollies, Meijers, Dollar Tree, Big Lots, etc. 

 

2. Each family member has a number and letter and suggested gifts on the an-
gel.  Please label each gift with the persons’ number and letter. 

 

3. Place each gift in one bag or box with the angel from the tree attached to the 
outside of the box or bag.  Please include wrapping paper.    

 

4. Please be sure gifts are age and/or size appropriate.  The recommended age 
is usually marked on the toy or game. 

 

5. Remember to return the gifts by Wednesday, December 16, 2020 to Saint 
Mary’s Office or bring to the 10:45 Liturgy where Dottie, a member of the St. 
Martin dePorres Ministry will be available to gratefully receive your donation.  
Drop-off at the office should be done between 9AM – 4PM Monday through 
Thursday or 9AM – 2PM on Friday.  Or, you may call Dottie at 705-1690 at any-
time to arrange for a different time. 

 

6. Do not wrap gifts, but bring wrapping paper, bows, and tape for parents’ use. 
 

7. Please keep your angel safe - do not lose it as no copies are available. 
 
 
 

THANK YOU AND GOD BLESS YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT.   
HAVE A BLESSED CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR!!!! 

 
Dottie Carpenter, Christmas Chairperson, St. Martin dePorres Ministry 

1101 SOUTH LAFAYETTE · FORT WAYNE, IN 46802 · 260-705-1690 



The Characters of Christmas 
 

The characters we meet during Advent have one aspect in common namely Anawim Spirituality. They 
are also called Anawim of Yahweh meaning those who depend on God totally and fully with Poverty of 
Spirit. Through this scriptural attitude of us human beings toward God and neighbor we draw close to 
God; Only through it does God draw near to us. 
 

Have you ever experienced a significant desert season in your life? A life of a long season of doubt,           
confusion, spiritual dryness or a long season of waiting for something they long for in their life? Most 
of us don't like the experience of short waits in our everyday life. But then there are those experiences 
in life that involve not just minutes, but months or maybe even years of waiting. This kind of waiting 
doesn't just test our patience, it tests our hope. 
 

Barrenness can take many forms such as loss, loneliness, or rejection. It can be some relationship not 
yet reconciled or something you've been asking God to do in your marriage or in your singleness. It can 
look like a pain or injustice you've endured and are asking for healing and restoration, or some struggle 
like depression. You keep asking God to do something new, but change has not come yet. 
 

Zechariah and Elizabeth were among a people who experienced a lifetime of waiting in desert and    
barren circumstances. The nation of Israel was waiting for Messiah and Zechariah and Elizabeth who 
were very old, and barren were longing for a child. Their story shows us two ways of responding when 
God shows up in those dry, hopeless places in our lives. One is skeptical and the other is full of       
wonder. 
 

What is the difference between them? How can we keep our hearts soft and hopeful? I wonder for         
Zechariah if maybe the experience of God with him in his waiting wasn't personal for him anymore. I 
can't imagine what it was like for him. All the years of asking for a child, the waiting, the possible    
stigma of unfaithfulness that others would have felt toward them even though they had lived incredibly 
faithful lives. 
 

Waiting without answers or without an end in sight can be excruciating. Zechariah had changed     
somehow in the waiting. He kept going through the motions. He was faithful in his duties, continued to 
pray for the redemption of Israel and believed God would send Messiah but maybe he had lost hope 
that God would still show up in his own personal desert. So, when God shows up in an incredibly theat-
rical encounter to get his attention at first Zechariah misses what God is doing. 
 

We hear his skepticism. It is almost like he has stopped believing that God will do a thing like this for 
him. It's not personal anymore. May be under all our struggling with the deserts and barrenesses in our 
lives we can begin to believe that God comes through for others but may be just not for us anymore. 
 

Elizabeth responds differently. She could have thought he was crazy or maybe she was just ill. But 
somehow, she believed not only that God could still do such a thing, she still believed he WOULD do 
such a thing for HER. 
 

"The Lord has done this for me." It's personal to her. It's not just about the redemption of Israel but it's 
also about God showing up in a very personal way for her and for Zechariah. It has a feeling of intimate 
worship as we read how she stays in seclusion for five months and then when Mary visits her a song of 
worship pours out of her heart. 
 

It makes me wonder; how can we keep our hearts hopeful when we encounter barrenness in our life? 
 

1. Remember the ways that he has shown up for us and for those around us before. 
2. Be thankful and acknowledge his active work around us and remind our hearts that he is not far 

away, passively watching our lives unfold. 
3. Be around spiritual family, the parish: When the desert is hard and testing our hope, we need 

people in our life who will remind us that God still knows our name, our problem and He Cares. 
4. We may not get an encounter with an angel, but Jesus is always showing up in our lives. If    

Jesus is always personal for us, we can find flourishing even in the barrenness of our various 
deserts. 









Annual Christmas Flower Offering 
 

Please consider a donation      

towards the purchase of     

poinsettias to enhance the 

beauty of our Christmas season 

liturgies. Donations may be 

made in honor of or in memory of 

an individual and will be          

recognized in a future bulletin. 

INDIANA CATHOLIC BISHOPS EXTEND  
MASS DISPENSATION 

     Indiana Catholic bishops have extended the dispensation 
from the obligation of Sunday Mass attendance 
through November 1, 2020. On Monday, August 3rd, a        
statement was issued by the bishops, which reads: 
     “While commending our pastors and pastoral life             
coordinators who have gone to great lengths to assure safe 
worship spaces in our churches, due to the increase in the 
COVID-19 cases in our state, the Indiana bishops have         
decided to extend the dispensation from the obligation of 
Sunday Mass attendance beyond August 15 until November 
1, 2020, unless further developments determine otherwise.”  

 

St. Mary Mother of God Live-Stream Mass 
Our 10:45 a.m. Sunday mass is now being live-streamed!  
Please go to our Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/237495779612838  
You may also see our mass on YouTube- 
https://www.youtube.com/channelUCsPPPuN77xcFklya-
fnJEDA/ to participate in the Liturgy if you are unable to be 
here with us.   
 

PRAYER TO MAKE A “SPIRITUAL COMMUNION” 
Saint Alphonsus Liguori 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy    
Sacrament. I love you above all things and I desire to receive 
You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You 
sacramentally, come at least into my heart. I embrace You as 
if you were already there and unite myself wholly to You.   
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.  

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT                NOVEMBER 29, 2020 

 

 
Sunday, November 29th 

10:45 a.m. - The Living and Deceased Members of  
Rita and Richard Berghoff Family 

Richard L. Johnson 
Monday, November 30th 

Benefactors of the Church,  
Soup Kitchen, and Ave Maria House 

Tuesday, December 1st 
Chris Crapser  
Phillip Lavelle 

Wednesday, December 2nd 
Christina Johnson 

Thursday, December 3rd 
Gwyn Ditmars 

Friday, December 4th 
72nd Wedding Anniversary of Rita and Richard Berghoff  

Saturday, December 5th 
Robert Wagoner 

Sunday, December 6th 
10:45 a.m. - For the Parishioners of St. Mary Mother of God 

MASS OFFERINGS 
Have you considered a Mass offered at important annual events 
of your life such as birthdays and anniversaries for yourself or 
loved ones, both living and deceased? That’s a better way to 
show our gratitude to God, the author of life. Because the Mass 
is the highest form of worship on Earth, there are many fruits 
and graces that result from having a Mass said. The reason that 
this tradition has been passed on for centuries is because of the 
many spiritual fruits that result from this form of prayer. The 
celebration of the Eucharist is the highest form of worship in the 
Catholic Church because we unite ourselves with Christ's         
sacrifice on the cross in worship of his Father. Let us not miss out 
on these graces for yourself and those you love!  
 

St. John Paul II emphasized the graces that 
come when a Mass is offered. "The Church 
believes that she will be heard, for she 
prays in union with Christ her Head and 
Spouse, who takes up this plea of His Bride 
and joins it to His own redemptive           
sacrifice." 

 

 

 

 

Saint Mary’S Soup Kitchen 

Please mark your grocery lists for our Soup  
Kitchen.  This week we are asking for  

MACARONI. 
 

Soup Kitchen Weekend Volunteers 

Saturday 10:00 am-1:00 pm 
Sunday 11:30 –1:00 pm 
Sunday, November 29th 

Fairmans 
Saturday, December 5th 

UAW GM 
Sunday, December 6th 

Shanebrooks, Amy Salem 
 

AVE MARIA HOUSE PANTRY NEEDS 

INDIVIDUALLY WRAPPED SNACKS 

If you would like to request a mass intention on a specific day for a 
deceased loved one or for a special intention, please contact the 
Parish Office at 424-8231. Mass Intention envelopes are also         
available on the information tables located in the Gathering area. 
Please print clearly the requested information. If you are able,     
include a suggested offering of $10, and place the sealed envelope 
in the collection basket. Thank you!  

FORT WAYNE AREA TELEVISED MASSES: 
7 am:  WPTA Ch. 21.3 (MyTV) | Frontier: 9, 509 |  
 Comcast: 252, 1024, 1172 | DirecTV, 22 
 

10 am: WISE CW Ch. 33.1 | Frontier  6, 506 | Comcast 19, 
 1033 |  DirecTV 33 | Dish 34 

 

PARISH EMAIL 
If you are interested in receiving a weekly email about          
happenings at St. Mary's, including late breaking news,        
updates on people in need of prayer and upcoming events, 
send an email to Rosemary Mausser at rdmausser@msn.com. 
You can contact her with questions at that email or               
260-705-0494. 


