
Parish Mission Statement 
 

“Believing in faith in action, St. Mary Mother 
of God Catholic Church strives to reach out  to 
others through the joyful celebration of Word   
and Sacrament, embracing diversity, and 
working for peace, justice, and non-violence.”

October 4, 2020 
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

“Serving the People of God  
Spiritually and Physically  since 1848” 

Parish Office  
 

1101 S. Lafayette • Ft. Wayne, IN 46802 
Hours ........... Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4:00 pm 
  Fri. 8:30 am-2:00 pm 
Telephone .......................... (260) 424-8231 
Fax ...................................... (260) 426-2029 
Email ................ stmarysfw@stmarysfw.org 
Mail .................................... P.O. Box 11383 
  Ft. Wayne, IN 46857-1383 

 Parish Staff 
 

Pastoral Associate & SVDP 
 Anthony Henry .................. (260) 424-8231 
Sacramental Coordinator 
 Mary Kay Matasky ............ (260) 424-8231 
Music Director 
 Greg Childs………………..(260) 424-8231 

Mary’s Kids Director 
 Therese Spencer………….(260) 747-4242 
Liturgical Environment 
  Chuck Luther………………(260) 424-8231 
Wedding Coordinator 
 Rebecca Silkworth………..(260) 223-7018 

 

Office & Hall Manager/Bulletin Editor 
 Sue Koester ...................... (260) 424-8231 
Business Manager 
 Julie Crouch ...................... (260) 424-8231 
Receptionist 
 Karen Grashoff ................. (260) 424-8231 
Bell’s Program Administrator 
  John Barnett ………………(260) 424-8231 

Building Operations/SK Deliveries 
   Tom Freehill………………(260) 424-8231 
St. Mary's Soup Kitchen Director 
 Diane Day …………………(260) 426-1217 
St. Mary’s Soup Kitchen Asst. Director 
 John Barnett………………(260) 426-1217 

Soup Kitchen Volunteer Coordinator 
 Dee Kumfer……………….(260) 422-4968 
Soup Kitchen Volunteer Coordinator—    
 Weekends 
  Val Vorndran……………..(260) 450-5170 
Ave Maria House 
 Dottie Carpenter…………..(260) 424-3355 

Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council 
 Joanne Miller………………(260) 492-9273 

Parish Membership Welcome 
Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us, whether visitors, long time residents, or newly 
arrived in  the  parish.  We  thank  God  for  you.  If  you  wish  to  register,  please  call  the  parish  
office,  pick up a registration form in the pew, or complete below and place in collection basket. 
Name__________________________________________  Phone No _______________________ 
 

Address________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City___________________________________________  Zip _____________________________ 
 

Check one: 
____ New Parishioner  ____ New Address  ____ New Phone Number  ____ Moving, remove from list 

 

Sacraments 
Matrimony 
Arrangements  are  to  be made with priest at least  
6 months in advance.  Pre-marriage instruction 
required. 
Sick and Communion Call 
Please  keep  the Church Office informed of  the  
sick and homebound, particularly when there is  
serious illness. 
Baptism 
For details please call the Church Office. 
Baptismal Preparation is required for parents. 
Reconciliation 
 Sunday:  10:00am-10:30am OR 
    Anytime by appointment. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Call Parish Office for information. 

Parish Pastoral Council 
Nov, Jan, Mar, May, 1st Sunday, after Mass 

Bulletin Deadline 
Monday 12:00 pm 
Call or email submissions. 

 

FATHER DON WIMAL JAYASURIYA, Pastor 
 

WWW.STMARYSFW.ORG 

Mass Schedule 
Sunday  -  10:45 am 
Holy Day  -  5:15 pm 

1101 S.  LAFAYET TE,  F T.  WAYNE,  IN 46802  

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

ST. MARY 
MOTHER OF  GOD 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF October 4, 2020 
 
Sunday 10/04:      Is 5:1-7/Ps 80:9, 12, 13-14, 15-16, 19-20 [Is 
       5:7a]/Phil 4:6-9/Mt 21:33-43 
Monday 10/05:      Gal 1:6-12/Ps 111:1b-2, 7-8, 9 and 10c [5]/Lk 
       10:25-37 
Tuesday 10/06:      Gal 1:13-24/Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 14c-15 
       [24b]/Lk 10:38-42 
Wednesday 10/07:Gal 2:1-2, 7-14/Ps 117:1bc, 2/Lk 11:1-4 
Thursday 10/08:    Gal 3:1-5/Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75 [68]/Lk 
       11:5-13 
Friday 10/09:      Gal 3:7-14/Ps 111:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6 [5]/Lk 11:15
       -2 
Saturday 10/10:      Gal 3:22-29/Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [8a]/Lk  
       11:27-28 
Sunday 10/11:      Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [6cd]/Phil 
       4:12-14, 19-20/Mt 22:1-14 or 22:1-10 

 

 

“to everything there is a season and a time  
for every purpose under heaven” 

“a time to be born…”  
For all the unborn, all expectant Mothers, and  

those who celebrated their Birthday this past week 
“a time to love…” 

those who celebrated their  
Wedding Anniversary this past week 

“a time to be healed…”  
Molly, Sister of Kelly & Tony O’Neil, Sister Ruth Herber,  

Rita Berghoff, John Martin, Jim Horrell, Pam Mitoraj,  
Mary Ellen Nolte, Barb Chmiel’s Brother-Ralph, Judy Ann, 

Gemma Maria-granddaughter of Susan & Irv Arnold,  
and all who are suffering from the effects of the COVID-19 

“a time to die” 
All who have died as a result of the COVID-19 

“and a time for peace” 
in our world all people, both military and civilian who are in the 

midst of war, natural disasters, or social unrest.   
Ecclesiastes 3:1f 

 
 
 

 
 

Sunday, October 4th - 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Sacristan:  Chuck Luther 

Commentator/Petitions:  Dottie Carpenter   

First Reading:  Melinda Reyes  

Second Reading:  Pat McBride 

Ordinary Minister of Holy Communion:  Deacon Kohrman 

Ushers:  Andy Johnson, Katrina Johnson, Val Vorndran 

 

 

 
 

Sunday, October 11th-28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Sacristan:  Chuck Luther 

Commentator/Petitions: Rosemary Mausser  

First Reading:  Carmen Doyle 

Second Reading:  John Brennan 

Ordinary Minister of Holy Communion: Deacon Kohrman 

Ushers:  Patrick Swartz, Dennis Doyle, Mike Rorick 

 
 

The Sacraments 
 

Confirmation  
 

Things to Consider… 
What are the three Sacraments of Initiation? The three Sacraments of Initiation are Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist. We 
are born in Baptism, strengthened in Confirmation, and nourished by the Eucharist. 

 

How does Confirmation help us?  Confirmation a) increases the life of the Spirit within us;  b) 
strengthens us to profess, defend, and spread the faith; c) empowers us to give witness to Jesus 
and to carry on His mission; d) links us more closely with Christ and the Christian community. 
 

Why can Baptism and Confirmation be celebrated only once? At Baptism and Confirmation 
you are marked with a permanent character or seal of the Lord. 
 

What are the signs of Confirmation? The signs of Confirmation are » the laying on of hands,     
» anointing on the forehead with oil (chrism) by the bishop, » and the words “Be sealed with the 
gift of the Holy Spirit.” 
 

What is chrism and when is it consecrated? Chrism is perfumed oil. It is usually consecrated at 
the Chrism Mass on Holy Thursday. 
 

Where do the words “Be sealed” come from and what do they mean? These words of      
anointing are based on the practice of stamping something for identification. In Confirmation, 

God marks us as His own. 
 

What special preparation should a candidate make to receive Confirmation? In preparing to receive Confirmation, a          
candidate should a) pray and celebrate the sacraments, b) live the Gospel, c) be guided and supported by Catholic Christians,       
d) and study the faith. 
 

What is the role of a sponsor? The role of a sponsor is to help the candidate live his or her faith and be a good example of     
Catholic Christian life. The sponsor presents the candidate to the bishop for anointing. 
 

What are the requirements to be a sponsor at Confirmation? To be a sponsor at Confirmation, a person must be a) a practicing 
Catholic; b) at least 16 years old; c) fully initiated by Baptism, Confirmation, and the Eucharist; d) and, if married, in a valid   
marriage. 

ST. MARY MOTHER OF GOD CATHOLIC CHURCH FORT WAYNE, IN 
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PENITENTIAL ACT 
I confess to Almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters, 
that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my words, in 
what I have done and what I have failed to do, we strike our breast 

during the next phrase:  through my fault, through my fault, through 
my most grievous fault; therefore I ask the blessed Mary       
ever-Virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers and 
sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
 

GLORIA 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of 
good will.  We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we   
glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, Lord God, 
heavenly King, O God, almighty Father, Lord Jesus Christ,   
Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; you take 
away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; you are seated at 
the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us.   
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you 
alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in 
the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

NICENO-CONSTANTINOPOLITAN CREED 
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all things visible and invisible. 
 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of 
God, born of the Father before all ages.  God from God, Light 
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,        
consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were 
made.  For us men and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, At the words that follow, up to and including and became man, all bow, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and 
became man. 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered 
death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in        
accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have 
no end. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who   
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. 
 

I believe in one, holy catholic and apostolic Church.  I confess 
one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.  Heaven and earth are full 
of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in he highest. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 
Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world, have mercy 
on us.  Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world, have 
mercy on us.  Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION 
Priest: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the 
sins of the world.  Blessed are those called to the supper of the 
Lamb. 
 

Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but 
only say the word and my soul shall be healed. 

PRAYER TO SAINT MICHAEL 
Saint Michael, the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our       
protection against the wickedness and snares of the devil.  May 
God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do you, O Prince of the 
Heaven Host, by the power of God, cast into hell Satan, and all 
the evil spirits who prowl throughout the world seeking the ruin 
of souls.  Amen. 
 

ANIMA CHRISTI 
Soul of Christ sanctify me; Body of Christ save me; Blood of 
Christ inebriate me; Water from the side of Christ, wash me; 
Passion of Christ, strengthen me; O good Jesus hear me; Within 
Your sacred wounds hide me; Separated from You, let me never 
be; From the evil one protect me; At the hour of my death, call 
me; And bid me to come to You; That with Your saints, I may 
praise You forever and ever. Amen. 
 

READINGS FOR THE 27TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Reading 1                                                     Isaiah 5:1-7 (139A) 

 A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 
Let me now sing of my friend, my friend's song concerning his 
vineyard. My friend had a vineyard on a fertile hillside; he   
spaded it, cleared it of stones, and planted the choicest vines; 
within it he built a watchtower, and hewed out a wine press. 
Then he looked for the crop of grapes, but what it yielded was 
wild grapes.  
 

Now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge     
between me and my vineyard: What more was there to do for 
my vineyard that I had not done? Why, when I looked for the 
crop of grapes, did it bring forth wild grapes? Now, I will let 
you know what I mean to do with my vineyard: take away its 
hedge, give it to grazing, break through its wall, let it be       
trampled! Yes, I will make it a ruin: it shall not be pruned or 
hoed, but overgrown with thorns and briers; I will command the 
clouds not to send rain upon it. The vineyard of the LORD of 
hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of Judah are his  
cherished plant; he looked for judgment, but see, bloodshed! for 
justice, but hark, the outcry! 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm           Psalm 80:9, 12, 13-14, 15-16, 19-20  
R. The vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel.  
A vine from Egypt you transplanted; you drove away the nations 
and planted it. It put forth its foliage to the Sea, its shoots as far as 
the River.  
R. The vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel.  
Why have you broken down its walls, so that every passer-by 
plucks its fruit, the boar from the forest lays it waste, 
and the beasts of the field feed upon it?  
R. The vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel.  
Once again, O LORD of hosts, look down from heaven, and see; 
take care of this vine, and protect what your right hand has planted 
the son of man whom you yourself made strong.  
R. The vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel.  
Then we will no more withdraw from you; give us new life, and 
we will call upon your name. O LORD, God of hosts, restore us; 
if your face shine upon us, then we shall be saved.  
R. The vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel.  
 

Reading 2                                                         Philippians 4:6-9  
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Philippians 

Brothers and sisters: Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by 
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, make your requests known 
to God. Then the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will 
guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 
 

Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is          
honorable, whatever  is  just, whatever  is  pure, whatever is lovely,  



Second Reading - Continued 
whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence and if there is 
anything worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on 
doing what you have learned and received and heard and seen in 
me. 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation - Alleluia 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
I have chosen you from the world, says the Lord, to go and bear 
fruit that will remain.  
R. Alleluia, alleluia.  
 

Gospel                                                             Matthew 21:33-43  
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the people: "Hear 
another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, 
put a hedge around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a        
tower. Then he leased it to tenants and went on a journey. When 
vintage time drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants to 
obtain his produce. But the tenants seized the servants and one 
they beat, another they killed, and a third they stoned. Again he 
sent other servants, more numerous than the first ones, but they 
treated them in the same way. Finally, he sent his son to them, 
thinking, 'They will respect my son.' But when the tenants saw 
the son, they said to one another, 'This is the heir. Come, let us 
kill him and acquire his inheritance.’ They seized him, threw 
him out of the vineyard, and killed him.  What will the owner of 
the vineyard do to those tenants when he comes?" They        
answered him, "He will put those wretched men to a wretched 
death and lease his vineyard to other tenants who will give him 
the produce at the proper times." Jesus said to them, "Did you 
never read in the Scriptures:  
 

The stone that the builders rejected  
has become the cornerstone;  

by the Lord has this been done,  
and it is wonderful in our eyes? 

 

Therefore, I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken away 
from you and given to a people that will produce its fruit."  
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

October 4, 2020 - 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Do you ever wonder why things never seem to come together? 
We see glimpses of consistency, equity, justice, peace, harmony, 
and wellbeing, but it always falls short. Human life is still      
expendable and manipulated, people are used for personal      
advancement, countries are at war, the economy continues to 
face turbulence, anger and frustration are widespread, and     
happiness is the possession of just a few and not the many. 
Could it be that we are serving the wrong kingdom? We keep 
trying to make our kingdom work and find ourselves still 
scratching our heads after repeatedly failed attempts to do so. It 
is almost as if people are saying, “we’ll get it right this time if 
we do … ,” as if some new and secret innovation has yet to be 
tried. 
 

We serve God’s kingdom. We may not like hearing that, but it is 
true. God did not make only a few of us. God made all of      
humanity and all of humanity is called into service. How often 
do we defer any of our decision making to God? Secular leaders 
enjoy winking at the Sacred Scriptures and using them when 
they advance a cause, but are they really listened to? Even those 

who  consider  themselves  believers  tend  to  sift  through 
God’s Word, taking what seems to fit and apply and discarding 
the rest. After all, if we were really serving God’s kingdom, we 
would see an abundance of fruit testifying to this fact. But 
what’s growing on the vine is anything other than good         
Gospel-centered fruit. 
 

Nothing in this world or the next belongs to us. We have such a 
hard time believing this and live our lives as if everything     
belongs to us. And, the fruit does not lie. Trees that are          
neglected and not properly fertilized reveal that fact. They      
cannot keep these deep secrets from being discovered. If God’s 
kingdom was really being served, then life would have looked 
much differently after the crucifixion. By now, there would be 
plenty of fantastic fruit to harvest in abundance: faith, hope, 
love, prudence, temperance, justice, and fortitude. Do we see 
these in abundance around us? Why not? 
 

Still we grapple with ownership, privilege, status, and the      
protection of our rights. It’s all about us and what we want, 
think we need, and expect to acquire. When did this change of 
focus occur? We may be struggling with this since humanity’s 
day in the garden and have never understood that the focus    
cannot be on us and the apple but on God and God’s justice. 
Maybe the only answer is that the Kingdom be taken from us 
and given to someone who is willing to do a better job. Is that 
the fate we really want? 
©LPi 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!  MISS VIRGINIA’S FOOD PANTRY 
Miss Virginia’s Food Pantry, operating at 1312 S. Hanna St., is a 
nonprofit organization that distributes healthy food to those 
most in need in the Fort Wayne area. Volunteers are needed 
on Tuesdays and Wednesdays between 8am and 1pm, both 
for the warehouse and for the food distribution                      
area.  Warehouse volunteers should be able to lift 30 lbs. The 
commitment can be weekly, bi-monthly, or monthly. All 

COVID19 safety protocols are diligently          
practiced.  The work is meaningful and 
gratifying. If you are interested, please 
contact Greg Witte, Food Pantry        
Director, at (260) 450-3575 or           
Slicker46825@comcast.net for more       
details.  Thank you! 
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VIRTUAL CONFIRMATION RETREAT 
On October 4th, the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend is 
launching a Virtual Confirmation Retreat that will be accessible 
to confirmation students, their sponsors, and parishes as       
students prepare to be sealed by the Holy Spirit in the           
Sacrament of Confirmation. The retreat will be offered in       
English and Spanish and includes talks, reflections, Lectio 
Divina, and music that is pre-recorded and can be accessed at 
any time throughout the 2020-21 school year. For more         
information and to participate, visit diocesefwsb.org/
confirmation-retreat . 

 



  

     
 
    
   October 4th:  Weekly Church Offering 
 October 11th:  Weekly Church Offering 
      St. Vincent De Paul 
 

You may mail in your offerings to the parish    
office, P.O. Box 11383, Fort Wayne, IN 46857-
1383, during this time or you may use the Online 
Giving option on the parish website 
(www.stmarysfw.org).  Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

St. Mary Mother of God Live-Stream Mass 
Our 10:45 a.m. Sunday mass is now being live-streamed!  
Please go to our Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/237495779612838  
You may also see our mass on YouTube- 
https://www.youtube.com/channelUCsPPPuN77xcFklya-
fnJEDA/ to participate in the Liturgy if you are unable to be 
here with us.   
 
 

PRAYER TO MAKE A “SPIRITUAL COMMUNION” 
Saint Alphonsus Liguori 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy    
Sacrament. I love you above all things and I desire to receive 
You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You 
sacramentally, come at least into my heart. I embrace You as 
if you were already there and unite myself wholly to You.   
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.  

PUBLIC SQUARE...  
ROSARY WILL BE RECITED AT QUEEN OF 

ANGELS ON OCTOBER 10TH AT 12:00 NOON 

For St. Mary Mother of God 
Sunday, October 4th 
 
• Mary’s Kids will meet at 

9:15a.m. Registration forms 
available in the gathering space.  

 
 
Sunday, October 11th 
 
• Mary’s Kids will meet at 

9:15a.m. Registration forms 
available in the gathering space.  

 
 
• RCIA - Will meet with Mary Kay 

Matasky following the Sunday       
Liturgy.  The topic discussed will be 
“Jesus”. 

 
 

  Coffee and Donuts for October 
 
Sunday, October 11th - last names  
beginning with “A through M”. 
  
Sunday, October 25th - last names  
beginning with “N through Z”. 
 
 

INDIANA CATHOLIC BISHOPS EXTEND  
MASS DISPENSATION 

     Indiana Catholic bishops have extended the dispensation 
from the obligation of Sunday Mass attendance 
through November 1, 2020. On Monday, August 3rd, a        
statement was issued by the bishops, which reads: 
     “While commending our pastors and pastoral life             
coordinators who have gone to great lengths to assure safe 
worship spaces in our churches, due to the increase in the 
COVID-19 cases in our state, the Indiana bishops have         
decided to extend the dispensation from the obligation of 
Sunday Mass attendance beyond August 15 until November 
1, 2020, unless further developments determine otherwise.”  

FORT WAYNE AREA TELEVISED MASSES: 
7 am:  WPTA Ch. 21.3 (MyTV) | Frontier: 9, 509 |  
 Comcast: 252, 1024, 1172 | DirecTV, 22 
 

10 am: WISE CW Ch. 33.1 | Frontier  6, 506 | Comcast 19, 
 1033 |  DirecTV 33 | Dish 34 
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MEMORIAL MASS FOR THOSE WHO HAVE LOST A CHILD 
If you have lost a child before or after birth—whether          
recently or long ago—please join us for a special Memorial 
Mass on Monday, October 5th, at 7 p.m. at St. Thérese, Little 
Flower Church, celebrated by Fr. Terry Coonan. You will have 
the opportunity to pray together with others who have 
suffered the loss of their children, and to take home a silk 
rose in honor of your child(ren). Siblings and grandparents are 
also welcome.      Sponsored by Marriage & Family Ministry, 
Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend. For more information, 
please contact Lisa Everett at 574-234-0687 or                       
leverett@diocesefwsb.org. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Saint Anne Communities are in need of volunteers to help 
monitor resident and family visits. They are required by the 
ISDH to provide a monitor for all visits inside and outside. For 
each, they have designated visiting areas. This person would 
also help transport the residents to and from their visits. For 
more information, contact Barbara Ley, Volunteer                
Coordinator (260) 399-3245 or visit sacfw.org/volunteer 

For the Month of October 2020 
 

The Laity’s Mission  

In the Church 

 

We pray that by the virtue of baptism, the laity,        

especially women, may participate more in areas of 

responsibility in the Church. 

 October -  
The Month of the Rosary 

 

The rosary will be recited prior to 
mass each Sunday in the month of 
October at 10:20 a.m. requesting 
Our Lady’s intercession for our     
intentions and those close to her heart. 
 

October 11th - Becky Silkworth 

will lead us in prayer. 



  

St. Mary Mother of God Parish Gardeners 

 If you love gardening and good company, we would like to invite any parishioner        

interested in volunteering to help take ownership of the church grounds.  Initially, we 

will need to get things cleaned up. For instance, the English ivy throughout the        

landscaping has taken over and killed several plants.  Once we have things cleaned-up, 

we are requesting any interested families and/or individuals to claim sections to care 

for, and this would be for you to do on any day, any time at your convenience.  Once 

the project is planned out, it would be your responsibility to keep your section looking 

good.   

The goal is to have the church grounds beautiful all year round.  Spring bulbs, Summer 

and Autumn perennials.  We are collecting flowers from friends and family to use for 

our planting.  If you have any perennials you are splitting at home, we would appreciate 

them. Contributions of new plants are welcome, especially if you are unable to do the 

physical work.  

Suggestions: 

Hosta plants , Burgundy Coral Bells,  
Black Eyed Susan, Stone Crop Sedum (Live For Ever)  

Tall Phlox, Cone Flowers, Creeping Phlox,  
Delphiniums/Larkspur, Lavender, Lilies, 

Iris, Bee Balm, Columbine,  
Canna Bulbs all colors and sizes, Etc.  

Please no ground cover that will get out of control. 

  

If you are interested in helping with the initial clean-up, we will be meeting on           

Saturday, October 17th, in Oechtering Hall at 9am.  Please bring your own garden 

tools: shovel, rake, gloves, pruners, etc.  We will supply yard bags.     

Coffee and donuts will be served during                   

pre-gardening instruction.  We will be into cooler 

weather most likely, so dress accordingly.         

Beverages and lunch will be provided.  Please   

follow all safety protocols, i.e. masks, social     

distancing, and hand sanitizing.  

For more information contact:  Chuck Luther        

492-5821 after 5pm or Thursday at St. Mary’s   

10am-1pm. 

                                                  Thank you,  
         Chuck Luther 



 
 GUIDELINES FOR MASS RESUMPTION ON MAY 24, 2020  

 

It has certainly been quite some time since we have all been together, and I know all of us are looking        

forward to seeing each other again to share in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass in our spiritual home, and 

rightly so. Having said this, there will be some adjustments and changes that must be followed to keep     

everyone as safe as possible. PLEASE follow these guidelines when returning to mass:  

 

• It is especially important that if you have a cough or fever, or otherwise feel sick, you should NOT come 

to church. It is further advised that “all individuals who are 65 and above or who have an underlying      

at-risk health condition to stay home.” The dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass has 

been extended for ALL Catholics in the Fort Wayne-South Bend Diocese through November 1, 2020.  

• You MUST wear a mask. If you refuse, you will be turned away and we do not want that! If you do not 

have access to one, the church will have a limited supply available. The exceptions to this will be young 

children under the age of 2, and those who would have respiratory issues.  

• Social distancing of 6 feet is required and will be enforced. There will be no visiting INSIDE or OUTSIDE 

of the St. Mary Mother of God Church grounds. If you miss talking with someone, please reach out to 

them through the many outlets we have available today (telephone, Facebook, etc.!)  

• There is a mandated limit of the number of people that may attend mass at any given time, therefore a 

head count will be taken upon entering the church. There may be a possibility that you will be turned 

away, but we are trying to utilize as much space as possible for that NOT to occur.  

• The restrooms will be monitored as well and only a limited number can be in there at one time, so it 

might be a good idea to keep that in mind before you head out to church.  

• You MUST use hand sanitizer upon entering the Sanctuary. It is being made available to you at the en-

trance.  

• You will notice that pews have been blocked off, DO NOT use them. Social distancing of 6 feet will also be 

required in the pews between individuals or family units.  

• You will notice that all hymnals, missalettes, and all worship aids have been removed.  

• No singing will be permitted during the Liturgy at this time until further notice.  

• The collection baskets will not be utilized; however, baskets will be placed in the back of the Sanctuary 

and at the entrance of the church to place your Sunday Collection in.  

• There will be no holding hands during the “Our Father” and no “Sign of Peace” will be offered.  

• During the reception of communion there will be only two lines. One down the center aisle and one on 

the west side of the Sanctuary. Again, you must follow the 6 feet distancing, which you will notice an “X” 

placed on the floor as a recommended guideline.  

• You must use hand sanitizer prior to Holy Communion. You will notice hand sanitizer dispensers in the 

center aisle in the recessed section of the pews on both sides for your use. Also, hand sanitizer will be 

available in the aisle along the west side of the church.  

• The Blood of Christ will not be offered. If you have a dietary restriction for gluten, please call the church 

office and other arrangements may be made.  

• Following the final Blessing, please remain seated until the ushers dismiss your row. Parishioners and 

visitors seated in the Gathering Area will be dismissed first, then they will dismiss each row beginning 

from the back of the Sanctuary.  

• Again, there must be NO visiting or congregating following mass INSIDE or OUTSIDE of church. Upon 

exiting, please continue to follow the 6 feet social distancing recommendations.  

 

If you have any questions, please call the church office. Prior to mass there will be our Ushers ready to an-

swer any questions or give you guidance. Please help us make this a reverent and peaceful celebration and 

follow ALL these guidelines. The mandates given to us are from the State of Indiana and the Fort Wayne-

South Bend Diocese to ensure the safety and well-being of everyone. THANK YOU and WELCOME BACK to 

each of you!  



 

Annual Bishop’s Appeal Report... 
Pledge cards have been mailed to all those who made          
contributions to the Bishop's Appeal last year (other than 
those who have already submitted pledges in response to the       
Bishop's solicitation).  If you are physically present in Church, 
put you pledge in the boxes provided or in the collection      
baskets.  If you are viewing Mass remotely from your home on 
Facebook, please mail in your pledge card or drop it off in the 
office.  If you are unable to make a commitment this year for 
whatever reason, note that on your pledge card before you 
send it in or drop it off.  Otherwise, I will assume that you     
forgot about it and send you a reminder sometime later this 
month.  I will try to provide periodic updates on the poster in 
Church and in future bulletins.  Questions or comments, call 
me at (260) 484-1889.  Thank you for any support that you can 
provide. 
     Ken Yahne 

27TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME OCTOBER 4, 2020 

 

 

 

 

Saint Mary’S Soup Kitchen 

Please mark your grocery lists for our Soup  
Kitchen.  This week we are asking for  

MACARONI. 
 

Soup Kitchen Weekend Volunteers 

Saturday 10:00 am-1:00 pm 
Sunday 11:30 –1:00 pm 

 

Sunday, October 4th 
Molly Shreck 

Saturday, October 10th 
Ava & Sam 

Sunday, October 11th 
Val 

 

AVE MARIA HOUSE PANTRY NEEDS 

TOILET PAPER AND PAPER TOWELS 

 

MASS OFFERINGS 
Have you considered a Mass offered at important annual events 
of your life such as birthdays and anniversaries for yourself or 
loved ones, both living and deceased? That’s a better way to 
show our gratitude to God, the author of life. Because the Mass 
is the highest form of worship on Earth, there are many fruits 
and graces that result from having a Mass said. The reason that 
this tradition has been passed on for centuries is because of the 
many spiritual fruits that result from this form of prayer. The 
celebration of the Eucharist is the highest form of worship in the 
Catholic Church because we unite ourselves with Christ's         
sacrifice on the cross in worship of his Father. Let us not miss out 
on these graces for yourself and those you love!  
 

St. John Paul II emphasized the graces that 
come when a Mass is offered. "The Church 
believes that she will be heard, for she 
prays in union with Christ her Head and 
Spouse, who takes up this plea of His Bride 
and joins it to His own redemptive         
sacrifice." 

If you would like to request a mass intention on a specific day for a 
deceased loved one or for a special intention, please contact the 
Parish Office at 424-8231. Mass Intention envelopes are also         
available on the information tables located in the Gathering area. 
Please print clearly the requested information. If you are able,     
include a suggested offering of $10, and place the sealed envelope 
in the collection basket. Thank you!  

 

Sunday, October 4th 
10:45 a.m. - For the People of  

St. Mary Mother of God 
Monday, October 5th 

Brad and Dr. Elizabeth Koester-Harmening  
2nd Wedding Anniversary 

Tuesday, October 6th 
Daniel Hartman 

Wednesday, October 7th 
Angeline Ramos 

Thursday, October 8th 
Neil Henkenius 

Friday, October 9th 
72nd Anniversary - Rita & Richard Berghoff 

Saturday, October 10th 
Father Tom O’Connor 
Sunday, October 11th 

10:45 a.m. - For the People of 
St. Mary Mother of God Parish 

  
  
  

 
Among the many ministries of our parish, ‘Widows of Prayer’ 
drew my immediate attention since Bishop Kevin Rhoades        
appointed me as the spiritual director of the same. ’Widows 
of  Prayer” devote themselves to a ministry of prayer for 
priests and others in Church leadership. They foster devotion 
to the Blessed sacrament, support the Church’s leaders by 
prayer and reach out to widows with compassion. The desire 
to serve through a ministry of prayer began and found            
support through the approval of the Bishop of the Diocese of 
Green Bay, Wisconsin. Widowhood   presents a difficult time 
in a woman’s life. Scripture offers words of wisdom for this 
ministry. Among them St. Paul writes ‘But a widow in the full 
sense, one who is alone in the world, puts all her trust in God, 
and regularly, night and day attends the meetings for prayer 
and worship”.  1 Timothy 5:5 
  Place:  St. Mary Mother of God Church. 
  Day:     Every Wednesday 
  Time:   9.30 a.m. – 10.30 a.m. 
Every First Wednesday of the month, there is a talk,             
opportunity for confessions and Holy Mass. The celebration of 
the Mass is open to any parishioner.  The next mass will be on 
October 7th at 10:30 a.m. 

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS PROGRAM 
We are looking for individuals that have gone through the AA 
Program.  St. Mary’s will be offering a program that will      
strictly follow the Alcoholic Anonymous Big Book Program.  
Please call the office and request a meeting with Father      
Wimal.  


