
Parish Mission Statement 
 

“Believing in faith in action, St. Mary Mother 
of God Catholic Church strives to reach out  to 
others through the joyful celebration of Word   
and Sacrament, embracing diversity, and 
working for peace, justice, and non-violence.”

August 23, 2020 
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

“Serving the People of God  
Spiritually and Physically  since 1848” 

Parish Office  
 

1101 S. Lafayette • Ft. Wayne, IN 46802 
Hours ........... Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4:00 pm 
  Fri. 8:30 am-2:00 pm 
Telephone .......................... (260) 424-8231 
Fax ...................................... (260) 426-2029 
Email ................ stmarysfw@stmarysfw.org 
Mail .................................... P.O. Box 11383 
  Ft. Wayne, IN 46857-1383 

 Parish Staff 
 

Pastoral Associate & SVDP 
 Anthony Henry .................. (260) 424-8231 
Sacramental Coordinator 
 Mary Kay Matasky ............ (260) 424-8231 
Music Director 
 Greg Childs………………..(260) 424-8231 

Mary’s Kids Director 
 Therese Spencer………….(260) 747-4242 
Liturgical Environment 
  Chuck Luther………………(260) 424-8231 
Wedding Coordinator 
 Rebecca Silkworth………..(260) 223-7018 

 

Office & Hall Manager/Bulletin Editor 
 Sue Koester ...................... (260) 424-8231 
Business Manager 
 Julie Crouch ...................... (260) 424-8231 
Receptionist 
 Karen Grashoff ................. (260) 424-8231 
Bell’s Program Administrator 
  John Barnett ………………(260) 424-8231 

Building Operations/SK Deliveries 
   Tom Freehill………………(260) 424-8231 
St. Mary's Soup Kitchen Director 
 Diane Day …………………(260) 426-1217 
St. Mary’s Soup Kitchen Asst. Director 
 John Barnett………………(260) 426-1217 

Soup Kitchen Volunteer Coordinator 
 Dee Kumfer……………….(260) 422-4968 
Soup Kitchen Volunteer Coordinator—    
 Weekends 
  Val Vorndran……………..(260) 450-5170 
Ave Maria House 
 Dottie Carpenter…………..(260) 424-3355 

Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council 
 Joanne Miller………………(260) 492-9273 

Parish Membership Welcome 
Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us, whether visitors, long time residents, or newly 
arrived in  the  parish.  We  thank  God  for  you.  If  you  wish  to  register,  please  call  the  parish  
office,  pick up a registration form in the pew, or complete below and place in collection basket. 
Name__________________________________________  Phone No _______________________ 
 

Address________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City___________________________________________  Zip _____________________________ 
 

Check one: 
____ New Parishioner  ____ New Address  ____ New Phone Number  ____ Moving, remove from list 

 

Sacraments 
Matrimony 
Arrangements  are  to  be made with priest at least  
6 months in advance.  Pre-marriage instruction 
required. 
Sick and Communion Call 
Please  keep  the Church Office informed of  the  
sick and homebound, particularly when there is  
serious illness. 
Baptism 
For details please call the Church Office. 
Baptismal Preparation is required for parents. 
Reconciliation 
 Sunday:  10:00am-10:30am OR 
    Anytime by appointment. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Call Parish Office for information. 

Parish Pastoral Council 
Nov, Jan, Mar, May, 1st Sunday, after Mass 

Bulletin Deadline 
Monday 12:00 pm 
Call or email submissions. 

 

FATHER DON WIMAL JAYASURIYA, Pastor 
 

WWW.STMARYSFW.ORG 

Mass Schedule 
Sunday  -  10:45 am 
Holy Day  -  5:15 pm 

1101 S.  LAFAYET TE,  F T.  WAYNE,  IN 46802  

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

ST. MARY 
MOTHER OF  GOD 



 
 

The Sacraments 
 

Reconciliation 
 

 
Things to Consider… 
 
"Those who approach the sacrament of Penance obtain pardon from God's    
mercy for the offense committed against him, and are, at the same time,          
reconciled with the Church which they have wounded by their sins and which 
by charity, by example, and by prayer labors for their conversion."cc 1422  
 
Why do I have to confess my sins to a priest? 
Of all the objections to the Sacrament of Reconciliation, the one most often 
voiced, by some: “I don’t need to go to confession to a priest! The priest is just    
another human being! All that I need to do is to confess my sins directly to God, and 
that is enough!” This objection is flawed on a number of counts. 
Jesus Commissioned Forgiveness through his Apostles. Jesus asked believers to 
approach God for forgiveness through the apostles who were commissioned to act as 
his agents. Jesus told Peter, “Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven” (Mt 16:19). After the   
resurrection, Jesus breathed on his disciples and said, “Whose sins you forgive are 
forgiven them and whose sins you retain are retained” (Jn 20:22,23). Priests alone 
carry out this apostolic role (Canon 965; CCC, Nos. 1461 & 1462). 
It is Consistent with our Heritage. When it came to atonement for sins in the    
Jewish tradition, God instructed Moses to have the people bring a holocaust to the 
Temple, usually an unblemished bullock or lamb. The sinner laid hands on the head 
of the animal, symbolically transferring one’s sins to the animal, and then to     
slaughter it, to have the animal die in place of the sinner. The sinner then handed the 
animal to the priest who offered it on the altar (Lev 1:1-5). The priest served as a   
go-between for the sinner to mediate God’s pardon and peace. 
Catholic Sacraments are Mediated. The sacraments celebrate the most profound moments of our lives:  birth (Baptism), the   
transition to adulthood (Confirmation), lifetime commitment (Marriage and Holy Orders), and the end of life (Anointing). Two 

other sacraments strengthen us for the journey through 
life: Eucharist, spiritual sustenance, and Penance, the            
forgiveness of sins. We need to be fed at least weekly, and    
because we sin so often, we need to be forgiven regularly. The 
sacraments are not self-administered. Rather, the priest is the 
mediator, the linkage or conduit between God and the people, a 
rich channel of God’s grace. 
A Personal Encounter with Christ. The priest is not just 
“another human being,” but one who acts in persona Christi, in 
the person of Christ. With faith we believe that when the       
penitent speaks to the priest, the penitent speaks to Christ, and 
when the priest speaks, the priest speaks on behalf of Christ. 
When the priest says, “I absolve you,” it is Christ who absolves 
(Mk 2:10).     
     Continued on page 4 

“to everything there is a season and a time  
for every purpose under heaven” 

“a time to be born…”  
“a time to love…” 

“a time to be healed…”  
Molly, Sister of Kelly & Tony O’Neil’s , Anderson-Grandson of  

Jan Kortenber, Rita Berghoff, John Martin, Jim Horrell,  
Pam Mitoraj, Mary Ellen Nolte, Barb Chmiel’s Brother-Ralph, 

Gemma Maria-granddaughter of Susan & Irv Arnold,  
Angela-Sister of Melinda Reyes, and all who are  

suffering from COVID-19 
“a time to die” 

All who have died as a result of the COVID-19 
“and a time for peace” 

in our world all people, both military and civilian who are in the 
midst of war, natural disasters, or social unrest.   

Ecclesiastes 3:1f 

 
 
 

Sunday, August 23rd - 21th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Sacristan: Chuck Luther 

Commentator: Rosemary Mausser 

First Reading: John Brennan  

Second Reading: Dottie Carpenter  

Ordinary Minister of Holy Communion: Deacon Kohrman 

Ushers: Andy Johnson, Katrina Johnson, Rosemary Mausser 

Sunday, August 30th - 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Sacristan: Chuck Luther 

Commentator: Ken Yahne 

First Reading: Louise Yahne 

Second Reading: Carmen Doyle 

Ordinary Minister of Holy Communion: Deacon Kohrman 

Ushers: Dennis Doyle, Kera Parrott, Ken Yahne 

ST. MARY MOTHER OF GOD CATHOLIC CHURCH FORT WAYNE, IN 

 
 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF August 16, 2020 
Sunday 08/23:    Is 22:19-23/Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6, 8 [8bc]/Rom  
     11:33-36/Mt 16:13-20 
Monday 08/24:    Rv 21:9b-14/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18 [12]/Jn 
     1:45-51 
Tuesday 08/25:    2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17/Ps 96:10, 11-12, 13 [13b]/
     Mt 23:23-2630 
Wednesday 08/26:2 Thes 3:6-10, 16-18/Ps 128:1-2, 4-5 [1]/Mt  
     23:27-32 
Thursday 08/27:    1 Cor 1:1-9/Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [1]/Mt 24:42-
     51 
Friday 08/28:    1 Cor 1:17-25/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 10-11 [5]/Mt 25:1-
     13 
Saturday 08/29:    1 Cor 1:26-31/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5-6ab, 15ab and 
     17 [cf. 15ab]/Mk 6:17-29 
Sunday 08/30:     Jer 20:7-9/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 [2b]/Rom 12:1-
      2/Mt 16:21-27  

 

 
 



PENITENTIAL ACT 
I confess to Almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters, 
that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my words, in 
what I have done and what I have failed to do, we strike our breast 

during the next phrase:  through my fault, through my fault, through 
my most grievous fault; therefore I ask the blessed Mary       
ever-Virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers and 
sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
 

GLORIA 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of 
good will.  We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we   
glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, Lord God, 
heavenly King, O God, almighty Father, Lord Jesus Christ,   
Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; you take 
away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; you are seated at 
the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us.   
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you 
alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in 
the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

NICENO-CONSTANTINOPOLITAN CREED 
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all things visible and invisible. 
 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of 
God, born of the Father before all ages.  God from God, Light 
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,        
consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were 
made.  For us men and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, At the words that follow, up to and including and became man, all bow, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and 
became man. 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered 
death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in        
accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have 
no end. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who   
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. 
 

I believe in one, holy catholic and apostolic Church.  I confess 
one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.  Heaven and earth are full 
of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in he highest. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 
Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world, have mercy 
on us.  Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world, have 
mercy on us.  Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION 
Priest: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the 
sins of the world.  Blessed are those called to the supper of the 
Lamb. 
Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but 
only say the word and my soul shall be healed. 

PRAYER TO SAINT MICHAEL 
Saint Michael, the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our       
protection against the wickedness and snares of the devil.  May 
God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do you, O Prince of the 
Heaven Host, by the power of God, cast into hell Satan, and all 
the evil spirits who prowl throughout the world seeking the ruin 
of souls.  Amen. 
 

ANIMA CHRISTI 
Soul of Christ sanctify me; Body of Christ save me; Blood of 
Christ inebriate me; Water from the side of Christ, wash me; 
Passion of Christ, strengthen me; O good Jesus hear me; Within 
Your sacred wounds hide me; Separated from You, let me never 
be; From the evil one protect me; At the hour of my death, call 
me; And bid me to come to You; That with Your saints, I may 
praise You forever and ever. Amen. 
 

READINGS FOR THE 21ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Reading 1                                               Isaiah 22:19-23 (121A)  

A reading from the first Book of Isaiah 
     Thus says the LORD to Shebna, master of the palace: “I will 
thrust you from your office and pull you down from your      
station. On that day I will summon my servant Eliakim, son of 
Hilkiah; I will clothe him with your robe, and gird him with 
your sash, and give over to him your authority. He shall be a 
father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to the house of Judah. 
I will place the key of the House of David on Eliakim’s      
shoulder; when he opens, no one shall shut when he shuts, no 
one shall open. I will fix him like a peg in a sure spot, to be a 
place of honor for his family.”  
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm                                    PS 138:1-2, 2-3, 6, 8 
R. Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of your 
hands. 
I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with all my heart, for you have 
heard the words of my mouth; in the presence of the angels I will 
sing your praise; I will worship at your holy temple. 
R. Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of your 
hands. 
I will give thanks to your name, because of your kindness and your 
truth: When I called, you answered me; you built up strength within 
me. 
R. Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of your 
hands. 
The LORD is exalted, yet the lowly he sees, and the proud he 
knows from afar. Your kindness, O LORD, endures forever; 
forsake not the work of your hands. 
R. Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of your 
hands.  

Reading 2                                                           ROM 11:33-36  
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans 

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!  
How inscrutable are his judgments and how unsearchable his 
ways! 

For who has known the mind of  the Lord  
or who has been his counselor? 

Or who has given the Lord anything 
that he may be repaid? 

For from him and through him and for him are all things.  
To him be glory forever. Amen.  
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation - Alleluia 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
You are Peter and upon this rock I will build my Church 
and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it. 
R. Alleluia, alleluia.  
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The Anniversary Masses for couples married 25/50 years will 
be in Fort Wayne, Sunday, September 20, at 10 a.m. at the 
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception.  There will be no 
reception after Mass. Contact TheaMaria Burns at                 
574-234-0687 or tmburns@diocesefwsb.org.   

Gospel                                                                    MT 16:13-20 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Jesus went into the region of Caesarea Philippi and he asked his 

disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” They 

replied, “Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah, still others 

Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do  

you say that I am?” Simon Peter said in reply, "You are the  

Christ, the Son of the living God.” Jesus said to him in reply, 

“Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah. For flesh and blood has 

not revealed this to you, but my heavenly Father. And so I say 

to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, 

and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it. I 

will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you 

bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose 

on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” Then he strictly ordered his 

disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ.  

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

August 23, 2020 - 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

The only way to know God is to love God. Our minds will   
never fully grasp the mystery of God, but our hearts and souls 
can learn to love the mystery. Years ago, when life had a more 
innocent quality to it, we believed what we were told or        
witnessed, unless there was direct evidence otherwise. This was 
especially true if the information came from someone in        
authority. In a sense, we were a bit more gullible on one hand 
but also more trusting on the other. The latter is an admirable 
quality that sadly can be eroded when we realize we have been 
duped. With education and technological advances, we find  
ourselves more skeptical and less likely to too quickly accept 
and believe what we see and hear. 
 

For all of the good that social media can do, it can also easily 
distort reality and truth. Photoshop and a myriad other         
technological truths can add to, fabricate, and make even the 
non-existent seem real. It is amazing. How far do we allow this 
obviously justifiable skepticism to take us? Questioning and 
doubting are healthy elements of any good relationship as long 
as we don’t allow them to turn us away from a deeper           
experience of love and encounter. If we cannot get our minds 
around something or empirically justify or prove it, we tend to 
declare it a hoax, untrue, or unauthentic and walk away. The 
very same trust that can quickly be eroded is exactly what is 
essential for all of our relationships, especially our relationship 
with God. With all things and people that make a profound 
claim on us, we have to trust in the absence of knowledge. Full 
self-investment involves plunging completely into the            
unknown! 
 

Simon Peter said to Jesus, “You are the Christ, the Son of the 
Living God.” Peter came to this knowledge, which is not “head 
knowledge” because of the relationship he shared with Jesus 
and what God was able to reveal in and through that relation-
ship. Peter simply “knew” because of love that this is who Jesus 
really is. The silent exchange of love between friends, and not 
an intellectual exercise of the mind, brought Peter to this place. 
When we stop and think about it, there are many things in life 
that we simply know but do not completely understand. When 
someone sacrifices their own well-being for another, it may not 
make intellectual sense when examined. But it makes a world of 
sense when it is carried out. The vastness of reality and an     
encounter with incomprehensible mystery all lead us to          
profound silence where we simply know something to be true. 
Have you trusted enough to allow your relationship with God to 
bring you to this place or are you still too skeptical?                     
        ©LPi 
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INDIANA CATHOLIC BISHOPS EXTEND  
MASS DISPENSATION 

     Indiana Catholic bishops have extended the dispensation 
from the obligation of Sunday Mass attendance 
through November 1, 2020. On Monday, August 3rd, a     
statement was issued by the bishops, which reads: 
     “While commending our pastors and pastoral life            
coordinators who have gone to great lengths to assure safe 
worship spaces in our churches, due to the increase in the 
COVID-19 cases in our state, the Indiana bishops have        de-
cided to extend the dispensation from the obligation of    Sun-
day Mass attendance beyond August 15 until November 1, 
2020, unless further developments determine otherwise.”  

FORT WAYNE AREA TELEVISED MASSES: 
7 am:  WPTA Ch. 21.3 (MyTV) | Frontier: 9, 509 |  
 Comcast: 252, 1024, 1172 | DirecTV, 22 
 

10 am: WISE CW Ch. 33.1 | Frontier  6, 506 | Comcast 19, 
 1033 |  DirecTV 33 | Dish 34 

Sacrament of Reconciliation - continued 
 
A Community Representative. Our sins offend not only God, 
but the community as well. It is not only impractical, but often 
also ill-advised because of scandal or grave consequences, to 
admit our sins to others. When we admit our sins to a priest, 
the priest also serves in persona ecclesia, “in the person of the 
Church” or “in the person of the community.” Therefore, 
when we receive absolution, not only are we forgiven by God, 
we are also forgiven by those that we have offended. 
The Personal Touch. When we confess our sins to a priest, 
we are able to receive individualized counsel, advice that fits 
our unique circumstances, and we can be given a penance that 
is “medicinal,” specifically tailored to help us in the spiritual 
healing process (Canon 981). 
 
Next week we will continue our discussion on the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation.  If you have a particular question email 
skoester@stmarysfw.org. 

CATHOLIC KIDS CORNER  
Looking for an easy way to help your children explore their 
faith? Check out Catholic Kids Corner, a monthly offering 
sponsored by Good Shepherd Books & Gifts and published by 
Today's Catholic. Starting August, 2020, you can find monthly 
printouts with activities that correspond to scripture. Learn 
more: todayscatholic.org/kids 



 

PRAYER SERVICE FOR RACIAL JUSTICE  
Join Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades for a Prayer Service for Racial 
Justice on Wednesday, September 9 at 8:30 a.m., on the feast 
of St. Peter Claver. This event will be hosted by Bishop Luers 
High School, will be livestreamed for our Catholic High 
Schools and will be available on the diocesan Facebook and 
YouTube pages @diocesefwsb. 

The Life in the Spirit Retreat 
The Life in the Spirit Retreat will be held at the Cathedral of 
the Immaculate Conception on 7 consecutive Wednesdays 
from September 9th thru October 21st in the basement of the          
Cathedral Center from 6:30 - 8 pm. The retreat is designed to 
open each person to a greater awareness of the workings of 
the Holy Spirit in their life. A video and a discussion will be 
followed by a time of prayer. All are welcome. Handicapped 
accessible. Please call 260-385-5717 for registration and    
questions. 

JUST DESSERTS MONTHLY DATE NIGHT 
Just Desserts date nights are going virtual! Join us on Saturday, 
September 12 from 8-9:30 p.m. for a “date night” series for 
couples in their 20s and 30s! Valerie Galbraith, LMHC, will  
present on attachment theory and how fostering healthy 
attachment can help you deepen your marriage. This will be 
followed by some time to participate in small group discussion 
with other participants. While we unfortunately can’t provide 
desserts for an online event, we’ve compiled some recipes you 
and your beloved can make at home before the date night for 
an extra something sweet. For more information 
and to register, visit: diocesefwsb.org/justdesserts 

CALLED & GIFTED DISCERNMENT PROCESS 
When you were baptized, you were given gifts of the Holy   
Spirit (charisms) that enable you to be a channel of God’s love, 
truth, beauty, and mercy for others. The free, virtual,            
five-week Called & Gifted Discernment Process is designed to 
help you learn about charisms and lead you through the       
process of discovering your own. The sessions workshop     
includes videos from the Catherine of Siena Institute, small 
group discussion, and a spiritual gifts inventory." 
Cost is $20 for young adults (age 18-39) or $35 for all other 
participants. Learn more and register at diocesefwsb.org/
virtual .  

ALPHA ONLINE FWSB 
Registration is now open for Alpha Online FWSB, a ten-week 
small group discussion series featuring the highly-acclaimed 
Alpha film series, which explores the Christian faith in an      
engaging, contemporary style with inspiring stories and       
interviews from around the world. It will take place over Zoom 
on Tuesday evenings from 7:30 to 9 p.m. from September 22 
through November 24. Whether you want to deepen your own 
relationship with Jesus or introduce someone else to what life 
in Christ looks like, register for this free series and invite a 
friend. More information and register: diocesefwsb.org/alpha 

MASSES INTERPRETED FOR THE DEAF  
Masses interpreted for the deaf have resumed in the Diocese 
of Fort Wayne-South Bend. South Bend Masses are held on the 
second and fourth Sundays of the month at 11 a.m. at St. 
Matthew Cathedral, 1701 Miami St. Fort Wayne Masses        
interpreted for the deaf will be held on the second Sunday of 
each month at the 11:30 a.m. Mass at the Cathedral of the   
Immaculate Conception, 1122 S. Clinton St. If you would like to 
raise awareness for the Deaf Ministry and assist its efforts to 
provide support for the deaf members of the Catholic           
community in our diocese, contact Allison Sturm at                 
asturm@diocesefwsb.org or 260-399-1452. 

 

To all parishioners and guests 

of  

St. Mary Mother of God  

Catholic Church 
1101 S. Lafayette Street 

Fort Wayne, IN 46802 

 

 

You Are Invited to Attend  
 

The  
 

Installation of  
New Pastor Rite 

 

For 
 

Father Don Wimal Jayasuriya 
As Our Parish Priest  

 

On 
 

Sunday, September 6, 2020 
During the 10:45 a.m. Mass 

 
Father Mark A. Gurtner, J.C.D., 
Vicar General, Diocese of Fort 
Wayne-South Bend will preside. 
 

Please plan to come and officially      
welcome Fr. Wimal as our parish priest.  
If you are unable to attend, please extend 
your prayers and good wishes for him as 
he shepherds the faithful here at St. 
Mary Mother of God. 
 
 
 
(please see guideline on COVID-19 protocols for mass 

attendance included in this bulletin) 



 

St. Mary Mother of God Catholic Church 

MARY’S KIDS 

Religious Education Program for Grades 1-8 

 

Parents are the first teachers of their children.  This importance was emphasized by 

the couples at their marriage ceremony during the exchange of vows, namely, to be 

open to have children and to educate them in the Catholic faith and the life of the 

Church.   

 

The Church willingly shares the responsibility of the parents in imparting faith.           

St. Mary Mother of God parish is ready to help the families, which are the domestic 

church, in giving the children a sound Catholic doctrine.   

 

Registration for the Mary’s Kids Religious Education Program is open for the          

upcoming 2020-2021 school year from Grade 1 through Grade 8.   

 

Working together we will help raise faith-filled children who have the ability to go out 

and evangelize the world! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Child’s Name_________________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip Code ___________________________________________ 

Home Phone Number_____________ Cell Phone Number______________ 

Grade_________________________ Birth_________________________ 

Circle the Sacraments your child needs this year: 

Baptism / First Communion (2nd grade) / Confirmation (8th grade) 

Email for notifications or cell number to receive texts___________________ 

 

It is our hope to begin Mary’s Kids Sessions the Sunday after Labor Day, September 

13, 2020.  Please return completed forms and place in the box in the Gathering 

Space or to the Church Office.  For more information call Therese Spencer at        

747-4242 or email tandjspencer@frontier.com. 

Mary’s Kids Registration 2020-2021 (one per child) 



 



 
 GUIDELINES FOR MASS RESUMPTION ON MAY 24, 2020  

 
It has certainly been quite some time since we have all been together, and I know all of us are looking        
forward to seeing each other again to share in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass in our spiritual home, and 
rightly so. Having said this, there will be some adjustments and changes that must be followed to keep     
everyone as safe as possible. PLEASE follow these guidelines when returning to mass:  
 
• It is especially important that if you have a cough or fever, or otherwise feel sick, you should NOT come 

to church. It is further advised that “all individuals who are 65 and above or who have an underlying      
at-risk health condition to stay home.” The dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass has 
been extended for ALL Catholics in the Fort Wayne-South Bend Diocese through November 1, 2020.  

• You MUST wear a mask. If you refuse, you will be turned away and we do not want that! If you do not 
have access to one, the church will have a limited supply available. The exceptions to this will be young 
children under the age of 2, and those who would have respiratory issues.  

• Social distancing of 6 feet is required and will be enforced. There will be no visiting INSIDE or OUTSIDE 
of the St. Mary Mother of God Church grounds. If you miss talking with someone, please reach out to 
them through the many outlets we have available today (telephone, Facebook, etc.!)  

• There is a mandated limit of the number of people that may attend mass at any given time, therefore a 
head count will be taken upon entering the church. There may be a possibility that you will be turned 
away, but we are trying to utilize as much space as possible for that NOT to occur.  

• The restrooms will be monitored as well and only a limited number can be in there at one time, so it 
might be a good idea to keep that in mind before you head out to church.  

• You MUST use hand sanitizer upon entering the Sanctuary. It is being made available to you at the en-
trance.  

• You will notice that pews have been blocked off, DO NOT use them. Social distancing of 6 feet will also be 
required in the pews between individuals or family units.  

• You will notice that all hymnals, missalettes, and all worship aids have been removed.  
• No singing will be permitted during the Liturgy at this time until further notice.  
• The collection baskets will not be utilized; however, baskets will be placed in the back of the Sanctuary 

and at the entrance of the church to place your Sunday Collection in.  
• There will be no holding hands during the “Our Father” and no “Sign of Peace” will be offered.  
• During the reception of communion there will be only two lines. One down the center aisle and one on 

the west side of the Sanctuary. Again, you must follow the 6 feet distancing, which you will notice an “X” 
placed on the floor as a recommended guideline.  

• You must use hand sanitizer prior to Holy Communion. You will notice hand sanitizer dispensers in the 
center aisle in the recessed section of the pews on both sides for your use. Also, hand sanitizer will be 
available in the aisle along the west side of the church.  

• The Blood of Christ will not be offered. If you have a dietary restriction for gluten, please call the church 
office and other arrangements may be made.  

• Following the final Blessing, please remain seated until the ushers dismiss your row. Parishioners and 
visitors seated in the Gathering Area will be dismissed first, then they will dismiss each row beginning 
from the back of the Sanctuary.  

• Again, there must be NO visiting or congregating following mass INSIDE or OUTSIDE of church. Upon 
exiting, please continue to follow the 6 feet social distancing recommendations.  

 
If you have any questions, please call the church office. Prior to mass there will be our Ushers ready to an-
swer any questions or give you guidance. Please help us make this a reverent and peaceful celebration and 
follow ALL these guidelines. The mandates given to us are from the State of Indiana and the Fort Wayne-
South Bend Diocese to ensure the safety and well-being of everyone. THANK YOU and WELCOME BACK to 
each of you!  
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    August 23: Weekly Church Offering 
    August 30: Weekly Church Offering 
   Catholic University  
You may mail in your offerings to the parish office, P.O. Box 
11383, Fort Wayne, IN 46857-1383, during this time or you 
may use the Online Giving option on the parish website 
(www.stmarysfw.org).  Thank you! 

St. Mary Mother of God Live-Stream Mass 
Our 10:45 a.m. Sunday mass is now being live-streamed!  
Please go to our Facebook page, St. Mary Mother of God 
Catholic Church, Fort Wayne, Indiana (Official Page), to       
participate in the Liturgy if you are unable to be here with us.  
You may also see our mass later in the day on Sunday on 
YouTube - St. Mary Mother of God Parish Fort Wayne. 
 

PRAYER TO MAKE A “SPIRITUAL COMMUNION” 
Saint Alphonsus Liguori 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy    
Sacrament. I love you above all things and I desire to receive 
You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You 
sacramentally, come at least into my heart. I embrace You as 
if you were already there and unite myself wholly to You.    
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.  

Saint Mary’S Soup Kitchen 

Please mark your grocery lists for our Soup  
Kitchen.  This week we are asking for  

RICE. 
 

Soup Kitchen Weekend Volunteers 

Saturday 10:00 am-1:00 pm 
Sunday 11:30 –1:00 pm 

 

Sunday, August 23rd 
Fairmans 

 

Saturday, August 29th 
Val and John 

 

Sunday, August 30th 
Val and John 

 

AVE MARIA HOUSE PANTRY NEEDS 

TOILET PAPER AND PAPER TOWELS 

Sunday, August 23rd 
10:45 a.m. - Marganelle & Jerome Henry 

Monday, August 24th 
Larry Endress 

Tuesday, August 25th 
Larry Endress 

Wednesday, August 26th 
Larry Endress 

Thursday, August 27th 
Larry Endress 

Friday, August 28th 
Larry Endress 

Saturday, August 29th 
Larry Endress 

Sunday, August 30th 
10:45 a.m. - Marjorie Gunkler 

If you would like to request a mass intention on a specific day for a 
deceased loved one or for a special intention, please contact the 
Parish Office at 424-8231. Mass Intention envelopes are also         
available on the information tables located in the Gathering area. 
Please print clearly the requested information. If you are able,    
include a suggested offering of $10, and place the sealed        
envelope in the collection basket. Thank you!  

PARISH COUNCIL 
The first meeting for Parish Council will be held in Oechtering 
Hall on Sunday, September 6th following the Liturgy.  Social 
Distancing and masks will be required.     

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Parents it’s that time of year...for not 
only Back-to-School for the children, 
but also time for their religious       
education to begin as well.  There are 
still continuing concerns regarding 

the uncertainty with regards to the COVID-19 and every     
precaution will be taken to ensure the safety of all students 
and teachers. If you are interested in registering your children 
for the Religious Education Program at St. Mary Mother of 
God, Mary’s Kids, please call Therese Spencer at 747-4242. 
The first class will be on Sunday, September 13th at 9:15 a.m. 

MASS OFFERINGS 
Have you considered a Mass offered at important annual 
events of your life such as birthdays and anniversaries for 
yourself or loved ones, both living and deceased?  That’s a 
better way to show our gratitude to God, the author of life. 
Because the Mass is the highest form of worship on Earth, 
there are many fruits and graces that result from having a 
Mass said. The reason that this tradition has been passed on 
for centuries is because of the many spiritual fruits that result 
from this form of prayer. The celebration of the Eucharist is 
the highest form of worship in the Catholic Church because 
we unite ourselves with Christ's sacrifice on the cross in     
worship of his Father.  Let us not miss out on these graces for 
yourself and those you love!  

St. John Paul II emphasized the graces 
that come when a Mass is offered. "The 
Church believes that she will be heard, 
for she prays in union with Christ her 
Head and Spouse, who takes up this plea 
of His Bride and joins it to His own      
redemptive sacrifice." 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!  MISS VIRGINIA’S FOOD PANTRY 
 Miss Virginia’s Food Pantry, operating at 1312 S. Hanna St., is 
a nonprofit organization that distributes healthy food to 
those most in need in the Fort Wayne area.  Volunteers are 
needed on Tuesdays and Wednesdays between 8am and 
1pm, both for the warehouse and for the food distribution 
area.  Warehouse volunteers should be able to lift 30 lbs. The 
commitment can be weekly, bi-monthly, or monthly. All 
COVID19 safety protocols are diligently practiced. The work is 
meaningful and gratifying.  If you are interested, please     
contact Greg Witte, Food Pantry Director, at (260) 450-3575 
or slicker46825@comcast.net for more details.  Thank you! 


