
Parish Mission Statement 
 

“Believing in faith in action, St. Mary Mother 
of God Catholic Church strives to reach out  to 
others through the joyful celebration of Word   
and Sacrament, embracing diversity, and 
working for peace, justice, and non-violence.”

August 16, 2020 
20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

“Serving the People of God  
Spiritually and Physically  since 1848” 

Parish Office  
 

1101 S. Lafayette • Ft. Wayne, IN 46802 
Hours ........... Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4:00 pm 
  Fri. 8:30 am-2:00 pm 
Telephone .......................... (260) 424-8231 
Fax ...................................... (260) 426-2029 
Email ................ stmarysfw@stmarysfw.org 
Mail .................................... P.O. Box 11383 
  Ft. Wayne, IN 46857-1383 

 Parish Staff 
 

Pastoral Associate & SVDP 
 Anthony Henry .................. (260) 424-8231 
Sacramental Coordinator 
 Mary Kay Matasky ............ (260) 424-8231 
Music Director 
 Greg Childs………………..(260) 424-8231 

Mary’s Kids Director 
 Therese Spencer………….(260) 747-4242 
Liturgical Environment 
  Chuck Luther………………(260) 424-8231 
Wedding Coordinator 
 Rebecca Silkworth………..(260) 223-7018 

 

Office & Hall Manager/Bulletin Editor 
 Sue Koester ...................... (260) 424-8231 
Business Manager 
 Julie Crouch ...................... (260) 424-8231 
Receptionist 
 Karen Grashoff ................. (260) 424-8231 
Bell’s Program Administrator 
  John Barnett ………………(260) 424-8231 

Building Operations/SK Deliveries 
   Tom Freehill………………(260) 424-8231 
St. Mary's Soup Kitchen Director 
 Diane Day …………………(260) 426-1217 
St. Mary’s Soup Kitchen Asst. Director 
 John Barnett………………(260) 426-1217 

Soup Kitchen Volunteer Coordinator 
 Dee Kumfer……………….(260) 422-4968 
Soup Kitchen Volunteer Coordinator—    
 Weekends 
  Val Vorndran……………..(260) 450-5170 
Ave Maria House 
 Dottie Carpenter…………..(260) 424-3355 

Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council 
 Joanne Miller………………(260) 492-9273 

Parish Membership Welcome 
Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us, whether visitors, long time residents, or newly 
arrived in  the  parish.  We  thank  God  for  you.  If  you  wish  to  register,  please  call  the  parish  
office,  pick up a registration form in the pew, or complete below and place in collection basket. 
Name__________________________________________  Phone No _______________________ 
 

Address________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City___________________________________________  Zip _____________________________ 
 

Check one: 
____ New Parishioner  ____ New Address  ____ New Phone Number  ____ Moving, remove from list 

 

Sacraments 
Matrimony 
Arrangements  are  to  be made with priest at least  
6 months in advance.  Pre-marriage instruction 
required. 
Sick and Communion Call 
Please  keep  the Church Office informed of  the  
sick and homebound, particularly when there is  
serious illness. 
Baptism 
For details please call the Church Office. 
Baptismal Preparation is required for parents. 
Reconciliation 
 Sunday:  10:00am-10:30am OR 
    Anytime by appointment. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Call Parish Office for information. 

Parish Pastoral Council 
Nov, Jan, Mar, May, 1st Sunday, after Mass 

Bulletin Deadline 
Monday 12:00 pm 
Call or email submissions. 

 

FATHER DON WIMAL JAYASURIYA, Pastor 
 

WWW.STMARYSFW.ORG 

Mass Schedule 
Sunday  -  10:45 am 
Holy Day  -  5:15 pm 

1101 S.  LAFAYET TE,  F T.  WAYNE,  IN 46802  

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

ST. MARY 
MOTHER OF  GOD 



 
 
 

Sunday, August 16th - 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Sacristan: Chuck Luther 

Commentator: Carmen Doyle 

First Reading: Melinda Reyes  

Second Reading: Rosemary Mausser  

Ordinary Minister of Holy Communion: Deacon Kohrman 

Ushers: Julie Huth, Jim Huth, Dennis Doyle 

Sunday, August 23rd - 21th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Sacristan: Chuck Luther 

Commentator: Rosemary Mausser 

First Reading: John Brennan  

Second Reading: Dottie Carpenter  

Ordinary Minister of Holy Communion: Deacon Kohrman 

Ushers: Andy Johnson, Katrina Johnson, Rosemary Mausser 

ST. MARY MOTHER OF GOD CATHOLIC CHURCH FORT WAYNE, IN 

 
 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF August 16, 2020 
 

Sunday 08/16:    Is 56:1, 6-7/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [4]/Rom 11:13-15, 
     29-32/Mt 15:21-28 
Monday 08/17:    Ez 24:15-24/Dt 32:18-19, 20, 21 [cf. 18a]/Mt 
     19:16-22 
Tuesday 08/18:    Ez 28:1-10/Dt 32:26-27ab, 27cd-28, 30, 35cd-
     36ab [39c]/Mt 19:23-30 
Wednesday 08/19:Ez 34:1-11/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [1]/Mt 20:1-16 
Thursday 08/20:    Ez 36:23-28/Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 18-19 [Ez  
     36:25]/Mt 22:1-14 
Friday 08/21:    Ez 37:1-14/Ps 107:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [1]/Mt 22:34
     -40 
Saturday 08/22:    Ez 43:1-7ab/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14 [cf. 
     10b]/Mt 23:1-12 
Sunday 08/23:    Is 22:19-23/Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6, 8 [8bc]/Rom  
     11:33-36/Mt 16:13-20 

 
 

The Sacraments 
 

BAPTISM 
 

Things to Consider… 
 

Baptism of an Aborted Fetus 
If aborted fetuses are alive, they are to be baptized insofar as possible. Canon 871  
     The 1917 code contained several canons on baptizing fetuses. These detailed norms stipulated when to baptize absolutely and condi-
tionally depending on the manner in which the child was aborted. The present canon reduces all these norms to one.  Regardless of how 
the abortion occurred, baptism is to be conferred as long as the fetus is alive. If the fetus is clearly dead, baptism cannot be conferred.  
     It is highly unlikely that a priest, deacon, catechist, or another person designated to baptize will be present for the baptism of a fetus. 
The Rite presumes this situation, and, referring to canon 861, §2, it reminds pastors of their obligation to instruct lay people, especially 
"midwives, family or social workers or nurses of the sick, as well as physicians and surgeons" on how to baptize.  
 

Immersion & Pouring 
Baptism is to be conferred either by immersion or by pouring; the prescripts of the conference of bishops are to be observed. 
Canon 854  
     The canon mentions only two licit manners in which the water is to be used in the celebration of baptism: immersion of the 
person into the water, or pouring the water over the person. The order in which these two manners of baptizing appear in the canon     
indicates a preference for immersion. Immersion is a particularly appropriate symbol of the rebirth that comes with baptism by dying 
with Christ and rising with him to new life. The preference for immersion over pouring (infusion) is also affirmed in the Rite. 
     The Rite does allow partial immersion, in which only the head of the person is immersed.  While the ritual expresses a clear preference 
for baptism by immersion, it also cautions that local custom should be taken into account " so that in different traditions and               
circumstances there will be a clear understanding that this washing is not just a purification rite but the sacrament of being joined to 
Christ."            
     The canon notes:  When baptizing either by immersion or by pouring, the prescriptions of the bishops' conference are to be followed. 
In the United States, such prescriptions are found in the National Statutes for the Catechumenate, which state a clear preference for         
immersion, even if only partial immersion. The provision for more frequent use of immersion may require remodeling the baptistries in 
churches and should be a factor considered carefully when new churches are being planned. 
 
If you have any questions about our Catholic faith, let us know by calling the office at 424-8231 or emailing skoester@stmarysfw.org.    

“to everything there is a season and a time  
for every purpose under heaven” 

“a time to be born…”  
“a time to love…” 

“a time to be healed…”  
Anderson-Grandson of Jan Kortenber, Rita Berghoff,  

John Martin, Jim Horrell, Pam Mitoraj, Mary Ellen Nolte,  
Barb Chmiel’s Brother-Ralph, Gemma Maria-granddaughter of 

Susan & Irv Arnold, Angela-Sister of Melinda Reyes, and all who 
are suffering from COVID-19 

“a time to die” 
All who have died as a result of the COVID-19 

“and a time for peace” 
in our world all people, both military and civilian who are in the 

midst of war, natural disasters, or social unrest.   
Ecclesiastes 3:1f 



PENITENTIAL ACT 
I confess to Almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters, 
that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my words, in 
what I have done and what I have failed to do, we strike our breast 

during the next phrase:  through my fault, through my fault, through 
my most grievous fault; therefore I ask the blessed Mary       
ever-Virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers and 
sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
 

GLORIA 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of 
good will.  We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we   
glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, Lord God, 
heavenly King, O God, almighty Father, Lord Jesus Christ,   
Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; you take 
away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; you are seated at 
the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us.   
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you 
alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in 
the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

NICENO-CONSTANTINOPOLITAN CREED 
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all things visible and invisible. 
 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of 
God, born of the Father before all ages.  God from God, Light 
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,        
consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were 
made.  For us men and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, At the words that follow, up to and including and became man, all bow, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and 
became man. 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered 
death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in        
accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have 
no end. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who   
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. 
 

I believe in one, holy catholic and apostolic Church.  I confess 
one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.  Heaven and earth are full 
of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in he highest. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 
Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world, have mercy 
on us.  Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world, have 
mercy on us.  Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION 
Priest: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the 
sins of the world.  Blessed are those called to the supper of the 
Lamb. 
Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but 
only say the word and my soul shall be healed. 

PRAYER TO SAINT MICHAEL 
Saint Michael, the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our       
protection against the wickedness and snares of the devil.  May 
God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do you, O Prince of the 
Heaven Host, by the power of God, cast into hell Satan, and all 
the evil spirits who prowl throughout the world seeking the ruin 
of souls.  Amen. 
 

ANIMA CHRISTI 
Soul of Christ sanctify me; Body of Christ save me; Blood of 
Christ inebriate me; Water from the side of Christ, wash me; 
Passion of Christ, strengthen me; O good Jesus hear me; Within 
Your sacred wounds hide me; Separated from You, let me never 
be; From the evil one protect me; At the hour of my death, call 
me; And bid me to come to You; That with Your saints, I may 
praise You forever and ever. Amen. 
 

READINGS FOR THE 20TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Reading 1                                               Isaiah 56:1, 6-7 (118A)  

A reading from the first Book of Isaiah 
     Thus says the LORD: Observe what is right, do what is just; 
for my salvation is about to come, my justice, about to be     
revealed. The foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, 
ministering to him, loving the name of the LORD, and          
becoming his servants— all who keep the sabbath free from 
profanation and hold to my covenant, them I will bring to my 
holy mountain and make joyful in my house of prayer; their 
burnt offerings and sacrifices will be acceptable on my altar, for 
my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples. 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm                                         PS 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 
R.  O God, let all the nations praise you! 
May God have pity on us and bless us; may he let his face shine 
upon us. So may your way be known upon earth; among all  
nations, your salvation.  
R.  O God, let all the nations praise you! 
May the nations be glad and exult because you rule the peoples 
in equity; the nations on the earth you guide.  
R.  O God, let all the nations praise you! 
May the peoples praise you, O God; may all the peoples praise 
you! May God bless us, and may all the ends of the earth fear 
him!  
R.  O God, let all the nations praise you! 
 

Reading 2                                                 ROM 11:13-15, 29-32  
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans 

Brothers and sisters: 
I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the apostle to 
the Gentiles, I glory in my ministry in order to make my race 
jealous and thus save some of them. For if their rejection is the 
reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance be but 
life from the dead? For the gifts and the call of God are         
irrevocable. Just as you once disobeyed God but have now    
received mercy because of their disobedience, so they have now 
disobeyed in order that, by virtue of the mercy shown to you, 
they too may now receive mercy. For God delivered all to    
disobedience, that he might have mercy upon all. 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation - Alleluia 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Jesus proclaimed the Gospel of the kingdom and cured every 
disease among the people. 
R. Alleluia, alleluia.  
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St. Mary Mother of God Live-Stream Mass 
Our 10:45 a.m. Sunday mass is now being live-streamed!  
Please go to our Facebook page, St. Mary Mother of God 
Catholic Church, Fort Wayne, Indiana (Official Page), to       
participate in the Liturgy if you are unable to be here with us. 
 

PRAYER TO MAKE A “SPIRITUAL COMMUNION” 
Saint Alphonsus Liguori 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy    
Sacrament. I love you above all things and I desire to receive 
You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You 
sacramentally, come at least into my heart. I embrace You as 
if you were already there and unite myself wholly to You.    
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.  

Gospel                                                                    MT 15:21-28 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

At that time, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and           

Sidon. And behold, a Canaanite woman of that district came and 

called out, “Have pity on me, Lord, Son of David! My daughter 

is tormented by a demon.” But Jesus did not say a word in     

answer to her. Jesus’ disciples came and asked him, “Send her 

away, for she keeps calling out after us.” He said in reply, “I 

was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” But the 

woman came and did Jesus homage, saying, “Lord, help me.” 

He said in reply, “It is not right to take the food of the children 

and throw it to the dogs.”  She said, “Please, Lord, for even the 

dogs eat the scraps that fall from the table of their masters.”  

Then Jesus said to her in reply, “O woman, great is your faith! 

Let it be done for you as you wish.”  And the woman’s daughter 

was healed from that hour.  

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

August 16, 2020 - 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

We are hardwired for wholeness and crave it. When something 
is broken, we want it fixed. If a part of our body is not working 
properly, we want it healed. How often do we find ourselves 
saying, “I’m tired of struggling with this cold, I can’t wait for 
my surgery to heal, or I want my treatments to make me better.” 
Wholeness and healing restore our relationships and make us 
free to love as we desire. We know very well how our           
limitations, imperfections, and brokenness really limit us. They 
can easily prevent us from being and doing what we want to do. 
      

Our physical and emotional wounds and maladies are easier to 
identify. If my back hurts, I feel it and know what part of my 
body needs attention. If I am feeling intense anger, I can       
identify the emotion and take necessary steps to uncover its 
cause. Being persistent often brings greater and quicker results. 
But will pursuing and even achieving our physical and         
emotional healings really be enough? We forget that there is a 
deeper healing that we seek and desperately need. As we look 
around at humanity, there are some physical and emotional 
wounds and scars that cannot be made whole. They are          
limitations that must remain and, for one reason or another,   
cannot be rectified. Does this mean that the wholeness and   
healing that my being longs for is not possible for me? Must I 
settle with less than what God promises? 
 

The answer is no. Ultimately, there is a desire that goes deeper 
than the physical and emotional. It is a desire that resides in our 
soul. What we really seek and thirst for is healing and        
wholeness for our soul. Inner strength, conviction, focus, 
grounding, love, hope, faith, courage, determination, peace, and 
connectedness are all words that center us on eternity. They  
direct us to a presence we discover in our core, which is none 
other than the presence of God. In God, we are healed. When 
we are persistent in reaching out to and establishing our        
relationship with God, real healing and wholeness begin to    
happen. 
 

There are some limitations and some of our brokenness with 
which  we  may  simply  have  to  live. This  does  not  mean 
that we have to abandon our journey to wholeness and healing. 
If we have done our inner soul work, we have worked toward 
and acquired what and who we ultimately need and desire.          
©LPi                                                                                                                                                        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

The Anniversary Masses for couples married 25/50 years will 
be in Fort Wayne, Sunday, September 20, at 10 a.m. at the 
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception.  There will be no 
reception after Mass. Contact TheaMaria Burns at                 
574-234-0687 or tmburns@diocesefwsb.org.   

The Life in the Spirit Retreat 
The Life in the Spirit Retreat will be held at the Cathedral of 
the Immaculate Conception on 7 consecutive Wednesdays 
from September 9th thru October 21st in the basement of the          
Cathedral Center from 6:30 - 8 pm.  The retreat is designed to 
open each person to a greater awareness of the workings of 
the Holy Spirit in their life.  A video and a discussion will be 
followed by a time of prayer.  All are welcome.  Handicapped 
accessible. Please call 260-385-5717 for registration and  
questions. 
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INDIANA CATHOLIC BISHOPS EXTEND  
MASS DISPENSATION 

     Indiana Catholic bishops have extended the dispensation 
from the obligation of Sunday Mass attendance 
through November 1, 2020. On Monday, August 3rd, a     
statement was issued by the bishops, which reads: 
     “While commending our pastors and pastoral life            
coordinators who have gone to great lengths to assure safe 
worship spaces in our churches, due to the increase in the 
COVID-19 cases in our state, the Indiana bishops have        
decided to extend the dispensation from the obligation of    
Sunday Mass attendance beyond August 15 until November 1, 
2020, unless further developments determine otherwise.”  

FORT WAYNE AREA TELEVISED MASSES: 
7 am:  WPTA Ch. 21.3 (MyTV) | Frontier: 9, 509 |  
 Comcast: 252, 1024, 1172 | DirecTV, 22 
 

10 am: WISE CW Ch. 33.1 | Frontier  6, 506 | Comcast 19, 
 1033 |  DirecTV 33 | Dish 34 

CATHOLIC KIDS CORNER  
Looking for an easy way to help your children explore their 
faith? Check out Catholic Kids Corner, a monthly offering 
sponsored by Good Shepherd Books & Gifts and published by 
Today's Catholic. Starting August, 2020, you can find monthly 
printouts with activities that correspond to scripture. Learn 
more: todayscatholic.org/kids 



 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

AVE MARIA HOUSE 
 

The  Ave  Maria  Hospitality  House, a  day  respite  for  the 
homeless and disenfranchised people, opened June, 2008.     
Dottie Carpenter, a long-time parishioner of St. Mary Mother of 
God Catholic Church is the Director of the house.  She and the 
many volunteers interact and welcome daily the clients who 
visit the house, in a non-judgmental atmosphere, they are made 
aware of community happenings through the availability of   
television, telephone, internet, and newspaper. Snacks,          
beverages, and hygiene products are provided, as well as,     
laundry and shower facilities are on site. 
 

The Ave Maria House is a place where they can have interaction 
with others outside of the homeless community, which is very 
important to self-esteem and potential employment.  A basic 
function of the ministry is also to provide information on Social 
Services available and employment opportunities via a message 
board.  In addition, Christian literature is available for reading 
and discussion.   
 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic the Ave Maria House has been 
closed, but will resume hours effective August 17, 2020. After 
much thought, prayer, and consultation to ensure the safety of 
all volunteers and clients who gather at the at the house, the 
hours of operation will be Monday through Thursday from 
9:30a.m. until 1:30p.m. with all the necessary precautions in 
place. 
 

The Ave Maria House is committed to the words of Jesus 
Christ: “Whatsoever you do to the least of my Brothers, that you 
do unto me.” and their philosophy, which has been lived out by 
those who serve there, states: 
 
 

Christ has no body now but yours 
No hands, no feet on earth but yours. 

Yours are the eyes with which He sees, 
Yours are the feet with which He walks, 

Yours are the hands with which He blesses all the world. 
      - - St. Teresa of Avila 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ave Maria House 
432 Madison Street 

Fort Wayne, IN 46802 
260-424-3355 

THEOLOGY ON TAP 
 

Theology on Tap is a Catholic speaker series for young adults 
in their 20s & 30s, single and married, to share in food,       
fellowship, and faith. 
 

This series will be held outdoors in order to spread out per 
social distancing guidelines. Each night will include a special 
treat from a couple of local bakeries, cold brew coffee from 
Conjure Coffee and an engaging talk followed by discussion. 
Bring a lawn chair for seating and your favorite summer     
beverage. 
 

Series Theme: Getting Back to Basics 
   August 4 – The Eucharist – Sr. Maria Gemma OSF 
   August 11 – The Universal Church – Monica Aquila 
   August 18 – Summer Party: Mass & Closing Party! 
 

For more information visit: www.diocesefwsb.org/tot-fw 
Sponsored by Knights of Columbus Insurance 
Address:   Contact: 
St. Charles Borromeo  Crystal Serrano-Puebla 
4916 Trier Rd   cserano@diocesefwsb.org 
Fort Wayne Indiana, 46815 

 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Mary Mother of God Church would like to 

acknowledge and say “Thank You” to… 

 

Master Cleaners  
Located at  

6121 Plantation Ln,  

Fort Wayne, IN 46815  

In Maplewood Plaza 

 

For donating their time, talents, and service by dry 

cleaning the vestments that Father Widmann and      

Father Wimal wear during Holy Mass. 

ALPHA ONLINE FWSB FALL SERIES 
Registration is now open for Alpha Online FWSB, a ten-week 
small group discussion series featuring the highly-acclaimed  
Alpha film series which explores the Christian faith in an        
engaging, contemporary style with inspiring stories and          
interviews from around the world. It will take place over 
Zoom on Tuesday evenings from 7:30 to 9:00 PM from      
September 22 through November 24. Whether you want to 
deepen your own relationship with Jesus or introduce someone 
else to what life in Christ looks like, register for this free    
series, sponsored by the Secretariat for Evangelization, and 
invite a friend: alphafwsb.wixsite.com/alphafwsb 

http://www.diocesefwsb.org/tot-fw


 



 
 GUIDELINES FOR MASS RESUMPTION ON MAY 24, 2020  

 
It has certainly been quite some time since we have all been together, and I know all of us are looking        
forward to seeing each other again to share in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass in our spiritual home, and 
rightly so. Having said this, there will be some adjustments and changes that must be followed to keep     
everyone as safe as possible. PLEASE follow these guidelines when returning to mass:  
 
• It is especially important that if you have a cough or fever, or otherwise feel sick, you should NOT come 

to church. It is further advised that “all individuals who are 65 and above or who have an underlying      
at-risk health condition to stay home.” The dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass has 
been extended for ALL Catholics in the Fort Wayne-South Bend Diocese through November 1, 2020.  

• You MUST wear a mask. If you refuse, you will be turned away and we do not want that! If you do not 
have access to one, the church will have a limited supply available. The exceptions to this will be young 
children under the age of 2, and those who would have respiratory issues.  

• Social distancing of 6 feet is required and will be enforced. There will be no visiting INSIDE or OUTSIDE 
of the St. Mary Mother of God Church grounds. If you miss talking with someone, please reach out to 
them through the many outlets we have available today (telephone, Facebook, etc.!)  

• There is a mandated limit of the number of people that may attend mass at any given time, therefore a 
head count will be taken upon entering the church. There may be a possibility that you will be turned 
away, but we are trying to utilize as much space as possible for that NOT to occur.  

• The restrooms will be monitored as well and only a limited number can be in there at one time, so it 
might be a good idea to keep that in mind before you head out to church.  

• You MUST use hand sanitizer upon entering the Sanctuary. It is being made available to you at the en-
trance.  

• You will notice that pews have been blocked off, DO NOT use them. Social distancing of 6 feet will also be 
required in the pews between individuals or family units.  

• You will notice that all hymnals, missalettes, and all worship aids have been removed.  
• No singing will be permitted during the Liturgy at this time until further notice.  
• The collection baskets will not be utilized; however, baskets will be placed in the back of the Sanctuary 

and at the entrance of the church to place your Sunday Collection in.  
• There will be no holding hands during the “Our Father” and no “Sign of Peace” will be offered.  
• During the reception of communion there will be only two lines. One down the center aisle and one on 

the west side of the Sanctuary. Again, you must follow the 6 feet distancing, which you will notice an “X” 
placed on the floor as a recommended guideline.  

• You must use hand sanitizer prior to Holy Communion. You will notice hand sanitizer dispensers in the 
center aisle in the recessed section of the pews on both sides for your use. Also, hand sanitizer will be 
available in the aisle along the west side of the church.  

• The Blood of Christ will not be offered. If you have a dietary restriction for gluten, please call the church 
office and other arrangements may be made.  

• Following the final Blessing, please remain seated until the ushers dismiss your row. Parishioners and 
visitors seated in the Gathering Area will be dismissed first, then they will dismiss each row beginning 
from the back of the Sanctuary.  

• Again, there must be NO visiting or congregating following mass INSIDE or OUTSIDE of church. Upon 
exiting, please continue to follow the 6 feet social distancing recommendations.  

 
If you have any questions, please call the church office. Prior to mass there will be our Ushers ready to an-
swer any questions or give you guidance. Please help us make this a reverent and peaceful celebration and 
follow ALL these guidelines. The mandates given to us are from the State of Indiana and the Fort Wayne-
South Bend Diocese to ensure the safety and well-being of everyone. THANK YOU and WELCOME BACK to 
each of you!  



20TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME AUGUST 16, 2020 

 
 
 
Among the many ministries of our parish, ‘Widows of Prayer’ 
drew my immediate attention since Bishop Kevin Rhoades      
appointed me as the spiritual director of the same. ’Widows of  
Prayer” devote themselves to a ministry of prayer for priests and 
others in Church leadership. They foster devotion to the Blessed 
sacrament, support the Church’s leaders by prayer and reach out 
to widows with compassion. The desire to serve through a      
ministry of prayer began and found support through the         
approval of the Bishop of the Diocese of Green Bay, Wisconsin. 
Widowhood presents a difficult time in a woman’s life. Scripture 
offers words of wisdom for this ministry.  Among them St. Paul 
writes ‘But a widow in the full sense, one who is alone in the 
world, puts all her trust in God, and regularly, night and day 
attends the meetings for prayer and worship” 1 Timothy 5:5 
 

Place:   St. Mary Mother of God Church. 
Day: Every Wednesday 
Time:    9.30 a.m. – 10.30 a.m. 
 

Every First Wednesday of the month, there is a talk, opportunity 
for confessions and Holy Mass.  
 

The celebration of the Mass is open to any parishioner.  The next 
mass will be on September 2nd at 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday, August 16th 
10:45 a.m. - Richard Berghoff 

Monday, August 17th 
Larry Endress 

Tuesday, August 18th 
Harriett Laughlin 

Wednesday, August 19th 
Larry Endress 

Thursday, August 20th 
Larry Endress 

Friday, August 21st 
Larry Endress 

Saturday, August 22nd 
Larry Endress 

Sunday, August 23rd 
10:45 a.m. - Marganelle & Jerome Henry 

If you would like to request a mass intention on a specific day for a 
deceased loved one or for a special intention, please contact the 
Parish Office at 424-8231. Mass Intention envelopes are also         
available on the information tables located in the Gathering area. 
Please print clearly the requested information. If you are able,    
include a suggested offering of $10, and place the sealed        
envelope in the collection basket. Thank you!  

Saint Mary’S Soup Kitchen 

Please mark your grocery lists for our Soup  
Kitchen.  This week we are asking for  

INSTANT POTATOES. 
 

Soup Kitchen Weekend Volunteers 

Saturday 10:00 am-1:00 pm 
Sunday 11:30 –1:00 pm 

 

Sunday, August 16th 
Shanebrooks 

Saturday, August 22nd 
Val & John 

Sunday, August 23rd 
Fairmans 

AVE MARIA HOUSE PANTRY NEEDS 

Thank you for all your support! 

PARISH COUNCIL 
The first meeting for Parish Council will be held in Oechtering 
Hall on Sunday, September 6th following the Liturgy.  Social 
Distancing and masks will be required.     

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Parents it’s that time of year...for not 
only Back-to-School for the children, 
but also time for their religious       
education to begin as well.  There 
are still continuing concerns regard-

ing the uncertainty with regards to the COVID-19 and every 
precaution will be taken to ensure the safety of all students 
and teachers.  If you are interested in registering your chil-
dren for the Religious Education Program at St. Mary Mother 
of God, Mary’s Kids, please call Therese Spencer at 747-4242. 
The first class will be on Sunday, September 13th at 9:15 a.m. 

MASS OFFERINGS 
Have you considered a Mass offered at important annual 
events of your life such as birthdays and anniversaries for 
yourself or loved ones, both living and deceased?  That’s a 
better way to show our gratitude to God, the author of life. 
Because the Mass is the highest form of worship on Earth, 
there are many fruits and graces that result from having a 
Mass said. The reason that this tradition has been passed on 
for centuries is because of the many spiritual fruits that result 
from this form of prayer. The celebration of the Eucharist is 
the highest form of worship in the Catholic Church because 
we unite ourselves with Christ's sacrifice on the cross in     
worship of his Father.  Let us not miss out on these graces for 
yourself and those you love!  

 

St. John Paul II emphasized the graces 
that come when a Mass is offered. "The 
Church believes that she will be heard, 
for she prays in union with Christ her 
Head and Spouse, who takes up this 
plea of His Bride and joins it to His own      
redemptive sacrifice." 

  
 
  
 

     August 16: Weekly Church Offering 
     August 23: Weekly Church Offering 
You may mail in your offerings to the parish office, P.O. Box 
11383, Fort Wayne, IN 46857-1383, during this time or you 
may use the Online Giving option on the parish website 
(www.stmarysfw.org).  Thank you! 

LITURGICAL COMMITTEE 
Anyone interested in being a part of the Liturgical Committee, 
please call the Church Office at 424-8231 or email 
skoester@stmarysfw.org.   


