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Seventh Sunday of Easter - Ascension of the Lord
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Parish Mission Statement
“Believing in faith in action, St. Mary Mother
of God Catholic Church strives to reach out to
others through the joyful celebration of Word
and Sacrament, embracing diversity, and
working for peace, justice, and non-violence.”
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Sacraments

Matrimony
Arrangements are to be made with priest at least
6 months in advance. Pre-marriage instruction
required.
Sick and Communion Call
Please keep the Church Office informed of the
sick and homebound, particularly when there is
serious illness.
Baptism
For details please call the Church Office.
Baptismal Preparation is required for parents.
Reconciliation
Sunday: 10:00am-10:30am OR
Anytime by appointment.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
Call Parish Office for information.

Parish Pastoral Council
Nov, Jan, Mar, May, 1st Sunday, after Mass

Bulletin Deadline

Monday 12:00 pm
Call or email submissions.

Parish Membership Welcome

Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us, whether visitors, long time residents, or newly
arrived in the parish. We thank God for you. If you wish to register, please call the parish
office, pick up a registration form in the pew, or complete below and place in collection basket.
Name__________________________________________ Phone No _______________________
Address________________________________________________________________________
City___________________________________________ Zip _____________________________
Check one:
____ New Parishioner ____ New Address ____ New Phone Number ____ Moving, remove from list

ST. MARY MOTHER OF GOD CATHOLIC CHURCH

FORT WAYNE, IN
May 21, 2020
The Ascension of the Lord

A pair of ducks found their way to the same little corner of the property year after year. Sheltered by a little grove of trees,
they quickly made their preparations to build a nest, lay eggs, and welcome in a new family. Then one year, only one of the
ducks came to that little corner. She went about the business of building a nest, but this time, she was clearly unsettled. She
would wander around, sometimes seemingly without purpose, almost hoping perhaps that her mate might come along. But,
she remained alone. There were many times when we could hear her “crying”, mourning her loneliness and lack of purpose,
sitting on a batch of eggs that would never hatch. One day, she quietly left that little corner never to return again.
Many human beings approach life this way. We silently grieve our loneliness, lack of direction, and sense of purpose. Maybe
life once had meaning for us, but nothing seems to claim us and settle our restlessness any longer. We wander around
looking and hoping for someone or something to come our way. We may even sob at times, wailing as we sit with the misery
of our pain. Will happiness ever come our way again? Or will we simply leave where we are never to return again? Many are
lost, wandering souls who are not quite sure where to settle or where to make a home.
We are meant to be in Christ. This glorious feast of the Ascension shows us, with clear vision, who Jesus really is!
Understanding ourselves in Christ really changes things up and reorients us to our greater purpose, mission, and meaning.
We are part of the cosmic wonder of creation and part of a bigger plan and mystery, destined to be much more than what we
now know ourselves to be. Could Jesus’ friends know who he would become? If we can find the Christ present within and see
the Christ bursting forth in all creation and beyond, then we can come to know our truth and understand where our home
and life is meant to be.
Advancing upon the blessing of each new day with the certain knowledge that you are an unconditionally loved child of God
gives you the axis and the safe harbor to cope with whatever comes your way. The gift of joy will be yours, and you can
discover your true meaning and purpose. Look within, look without, look above, and look below. You are not alone. Trust
that God will lead you where you need to be and transform you into who you really are.
©LPi

“to everything there is a season and a time for every purpose
under heaven”
“a time to be born…”
“a time to love…”
“a time to be healed…”
John Martin, Jim Horrell, Sue Pierce, Mary Blaettner,
Angela, Sister of Melinda Reyes, and all who are
suffering from COVID-19
“a time to die”
All who have died as a result of the COVID-19
“and a time for peace”
in our world all people, both military and civilian who are in the
midst of war, natural disasters, or COVID-19. Ecclesiastes 3:1f

Sunday, May 24th 7th Sunday of Easter-Ascension of the Lord
Sacristan: Chuck Luther
Commentator: Ken Yahne
Petitions: Deacon Kohrman
First Reading: Deacon Kohrman
Second Reading: Deacon Kohrman
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:
Deacon Kohrman, Chuck Luther
Ushers: Ken Yahne, Dennis Doyle, Val Vorndran,
Andy Johnson, Nathan Johnson, Patrick Swartz,
Rosemary Mausser
Sunday, May 31st - Pentecost Sunday
Sacristan: Chuck Luther
Commentator: Ken Yahne
Petitions: Deacon Kohrman
First Reading: Deacon Kohrman
Second Reading: Deacon Kohrman
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:
Deacon Kohrman, Chuck Luther
Ushers: Julie Huth, Jim Huth, Ken Yahne, Val Vorndran,
Rosemary Mausser

God mounts His throne to shouts of joy:
a blare of trumpets for the Lord
“All power in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. Go, therefore, and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”
-Mt 28:18b-19

Acension of the Lord Readings

said to them, “All power in heaven and on earth has been
given to me. Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations,
First Reading
Acts of the Apostles 1:1-11 (58A) baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
In the first book, Theophilus, I dealt with all that Jesus did commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, until the
and taught until the day he was taken up, after giving end of the age.”
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he
Seventh Sunday of Easter Readings
had chosen. He presented himself alive to them by many First Reading
Acts 1:12-14
proofs after he had suffered, appearing to them during forty A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While meeting After Jesus had been taken up to heaven the apostles
with them, he enjoined them not to depart from Jerusalem, returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is
but to wait for “the promise of the Father about which you near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. When they
have heard me speak; for John baptized with water, but in a entered the city they went to the upper room where they were
few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”
staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and
When they had gathered together they asked him, “Lord, are Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus,
you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” He Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these devoted
answered them, “It is not for you to know the times or themselves with one accord to prayer, together with some
seasons that the Father has established by his own authority. women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 27: 1, 4, 7-8
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout R. I believe that I shall see the good things of the
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he
Lord in the land of the living.
had said this, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom should I fear?
cloud took him from their sight. While they were looking The LORD is my life’s refuge; of whom should I be afraid?
intently at the sky as he was going, suddenly two men dressed R. I believe that I shall see the good things of the
in white garments stood beside them. They said, “Men of
Lord in the land of the living.
Galilee, why are you standing there looking at the sky? This One thing I ask of the LORD; this I seek: To dwell in the
Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven will house of the LORD all the days of my life, That I may gaze on
return in the same way as you have seen him going into the loveliness of the LORD and contemplate his temple.
heaven.”
R. I believe that I shall see the good things of the
Lord in the land of the living.
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9
Hear,
O Lord, the sound of my call; have pity on me, and
R. God mounts His throne to shouts of joy: a blare
answer me. Of you my heart speaks; you my glance seeks.
of trumpets for the Lord.
All you peoples, clap your hands, shout to God with cries of R. I believe that I shall see the good things of the
Lord in the land of the living.
gladness, For the LORD, the Most High, the awesome, is the
great king over all the earth.
Second Reading
1Peter 4:13-16
R. God mounts His throne to shouts of joy: a blare Beloved:
of trumpets for the Lord.
Rejoice to the extent that you share in the sufferings of Christ,
God mounts his throne amid shouts of joy; the LORD, amid so that when his glory is revealed you may also rejoice
trumpet blasts. Sing praise to God, sing praise; sing praise to exultantly. If you are insulted for the name of Christ, blessed
our king, sing praise.
are you, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. But
R. God mounts His throne to shouts of joy: a blare let no one among you be made to suffer as a murderer, a
of trumpets for the Lord.
thief, an evildoer, or as an intriguer. But whoever is made to
For king of all the earth is God; sing hymns of praise. God suffer as a Christian should not be ashamed but glorify God
reigns over the nations, God sits upon his holy throne.
because of the name.
Second Reading
Ephesians 1:17-23
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Ephesians
Brothers and sisters:
May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,
give you a Spirit of wisdom and revelation resulting in
knowledge of him. May the eyes of your hearts be
enlightened, that you may know what is the hope that belongs
to his call, what are the riches of glory in his inheritance
among the holy ones, and what is the surpassing greatness of
his power for us who believe, in accord with the exercise of
his great might, which he worked in Christ, raising him from
the dead and seating him at his right hand in the heavens, far
above every principality, authority, power, and dominion,
and every name that is named not only in this age but also in
the one to come. And he put all things beneath his feet and
gave him as head over all things to the church, which is his
body, the fullness of the one who fills all things in every way.
Gospel
Matthew 28:16-20
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to
which Jesus had ordered them. When they saw him, they
worshiped, but they doubted. Then Jesus approached and

Gospel
John 17: 1-11A
Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said, “Father, the hour
has come. Give glory to your son, so that your son may glorify
you, just as you gave him authority over all people, so that
your son may give eternal life to all you gave him. Now this is
eternal life, that they should know you, the only true God,
and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ. I glorified you on
earth by accomplishing the work that you gave me to do. Now
glorify me, Father, with you, with the glory that I had with
you before the world began.
“I revealed your name to those whom you gave me out of the
world. They belonged to you, and you gave them to me, and
they have kept your word. Now they know that everything
you gave me is from you, because the words you gave to me I
have given to them, and they accepted them and truly
understood that I came from you, and they have believed that
you sent me. I pray for them. I do not pray for the world but
for the ones you have given me, because they are yours, and
everything of mine is yours and everything of yours is mine,
and I have been glorified in them. And now I will no longer be
in the world, but they are in the world, while I am coming to
you.”

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER - ASCENSION OF THE LORD

Sunday, May 24th
10:45 a.m. - Frank Smith
Sunday, May 31st
10:45 a.m. - Marganelle Henry

Saint Mary’S Soup Kitchen
Please mark your grocery lists for our Soup
Kitchen. This week we are asking for
INSTANT POTOTOES.
Soup Kitchen Weekend Volunteers
Saturday 10:00 am-1:00 pm
Sunday 11:30 –1:00 pm
Sunday, May 24h
Friends
Saturday, May 30th
Cyndy Elick
Sunday, May 31st
Nina Gerry
AVE MARIA HOUSE PANTRY NEEDS
Cold Cereal, Snacks, & Kook Aid

May 24:
May 31:

Weekly Church Offering
Ascension of the Lord (May 21st)
Weekly Church Offering
Pentecost Collection for the
Education of Seminarians

You may mail in your offerings to the parish office, P.O. Box
11383, Fort Wayne, IN 46857-1383, during this time or you
may use the Online Giving option on the parish website
(www.stmarysfw.org). Thank you!

MAY 24, 2020

ATTENTION PLEASE
There are still continuing concerns regarding the uncertainty
with regards to the COVID - 19 world-wide pandemic, and
every precaution is being taken in order to ensure the safety
and the well-being of our parishioners, guests, volunteers, and
staff. Following the guidelines of the Indiana Back on Track
Plan, St. Mary Mother of God Church is making the following
changes to their schedule: CHURCH OFFICE will resume
normal business hours on Monday, May 18th, however, the
church itself will remain locked until further notice. You may
call the church office and appointments may be scheduled.
The AVE MARIA HOUSE will remain closed until further notice.
The SOUP KITCHEN will continue with reduced hours and be
opened 7 days a week from 10 a.m. until 12 noon. INCOME
TAX PREP will resume its service on June 1st and run through
June 17th with hours on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday
from 12:30 p.m. until 6 p.m. and Saturdays from 8:30 a.m.
until 12 noon. This will be for “Drop Off” only. If you have and
questions or concerns, please feel free to call the church
office. Thank You!
PENTECOST COLLECTION FOR
THE EDUCATION OF SEMINARIANS
Next weekend is the Pentecost Collection for the Education of
Seminarians. 100% of these funds are used to educate our
diocesan seminarians. Please continue to pray for our
seminarians and support the funding of their education
through this important collection. Please use your Pentecost
Collection envelope, or feel free to donate online at the
diocesan website, diocesefwsb.org/diocesan-donations .
Thank you for your generous response!

Area Fish Fry
St. Patrick Church (Arcola) Drive-thru ONLY Fish Fry on Friday,
June 5th from 4:30-7:00 pm.

FORT WAYNE AREA TELEVISED MASSES:
LIVESTREAM MASSES WITH BISHOP RHOADES
Livestream Masses with Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades at the
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception will continue
through Sunday, May 24 at 10 a.m. Public Masses may
resume on May 23 and 24. To join, visit the Diocese of Fort
Wayne-South Bend YouTube or Facebook pages. Search
“@diocesefwsb.” Other alternative Mass options, diocesan
directives, and more can be found at www.diocesefwsb.org/
covid-19.

Let us remember in prayer during the month of May, our
Blessed Virgin Mary intentions as we, as a country, renew the
consecration to her as our source of protection and strength.

7 am: WPTA Ch. 21.3 (MyTV) | Frontier: 9, 509 | Comcast:
252, 1024, 1172 | DirecTV, 22
10 am: WISE CW Ch. 33.1 | Frontier 6, 506 | Comcast 19,
1033 | DirecTV 33 | Dish 34

GUIDELINES FOR MASS RESUMPTION ON MAY 24, 2020

It has certainly been quite some time since we have all been together, and I know all of us are looking
forward to seeing each other again to share in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass in our spiritual home, and
rightly so. Having said this, there will be some adjustments and changes that must be followed to keep
everyone as safe as possible. PLEASE follow these guidelines when returning to mass:
•

•

•

•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•

•

It is especially important that if you have a cough or fever, or otherwise feel sick, you should NOT
come to church. It is further advised that “all individuals who are 65 and above or who have an
underlying at-risk health condition to stay home.” The dispensation from the obligation to attend
Sunday Mass has been extended for ALL Catholics in the Fort Wayne-South Bend Diocese through
August 15, 2020.
You MUST wear a mask. If you refuse, you will be turned away and we do not want that! If you do
not have access to one, the church will have a limited supply available. The exceptions to this will be
young children under the age of 2, and those who would have trouble breathing.
Social distancing of 6 feet is required and will be enforced. There will be no visiting INSIDE or
OUTSIDE of the St. Mary Mother of God Church grounds. If you miss talking with someone, please
reach out to them through the many outlets we have available today (telephone, Facebook, etc.!)
There is a mandated limit of the number of people that may attend mass at any given time,
therefore a head count will be taken upon entering the church. There may be a possibility that you
will be turned away, but we are trying to utilize as much space as possible for that NOT to occur.
The restrooms will be monitored as well and only a limited number can be in there at one time, so it
might be a good idea to keep that in mind before you head out to church.
You MUST use hand sanitizer upon entering the Sanctuary. It is being made available to you at the
entrance.
You will notice that pews have been blocked off, DO NOT use them. Social distancing of 6 feet will
also be required in the pews between individuals or family units.
You will notice that all hymnals, missalettes, and all worship aids have been removed.
No singing will be permitted during the Liturgy at this time until further notice.
The collection baskets will not be utilized; however, baskets will be placed in the back of the
Sanctuary and at the entrance of the church to place your Sunday Collection in.
There will be no holding hands during the “Our Father” and no “Sign of Peace” will be offered.
During the reception of communion there will be only two lines. One down the center aisle and one
on the west side of the Sanctuary. Again, you must follow the 6 feet distancing, which you will
notice an “X” placed on the floor as a recommended guideline.
You must use hand sanitizer prior to Holy Communion. You will notice hand sanitizer dispensers in
the center aisle in the recessed section of the pews on both sides for your use. Also, hand sanitizer
will be available in the aisle along the west side of the church.
The Blood of Christ will not be offered. If you have a dietary restriction for gluten, please call the
church office and other arrangements may be made.
Following the final Blessing, please remain seated until the ushers dismiss your row. Parishioners
and visitors seated in the Gathering Area will be dismissed first, then they will dismiss each row
beginning from the back of the Sanctuary.
Again, there must be NO visiting or congregating following mass INSIDE or OUTSIDE of church.
Upon exiting, please continue to follow the 6 feet social distancing recommendations.

If you have any questions, please call the church office. Prior to mass there will be our Ushers ready to
answer any questions or give you guidance. Please help us make this a reverent and peaceful
celebration and follow ALL these guidelines. The mandates given to us are from the State of Indiana
and the Fort Wayne-South Bend Diocese to ensure the safety and well-being of everyone. THANK YOU
and WELCOME BACK to each of you!

