
Parish Mission Statement 
 

“Believing in faith in action, St. Mary Mother 
of God Catholic Church strives to reach out  to 
others through the joyful celebration of Word   
and Sacrament, embracing diversity, and 
working for peace, justice, and non-violence.”

May 10, 2020 
Fifth Sunday of Easter  

“Serving the People of God  
Spiritually and Physically  since 1848” 

Parish Office  
 

1101 S. Lafayette • Ft. Wayne, IN 46802 
Hours ........... Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4:00 pm 
  Fri. 8:30 am-2:00 pm 
Telephone .......................... (260) 424-8231 
Fax ...................................... (260) 426-2029 
Email ................ stmarysfw@stmarysfw.org 
Mail .................................... P.O. Box 11383 
  Ft. Wayne, IN 46857-1383 

 Parish Staff 
 

Pastoral Associate & SVDP 
 Anthony Henry .................. (260) 424-8231 
Sacramental Coordinator 
 Mary Kay Matasky ............ (260) 424-8231 
Music Director 
 Greg Childs ....................... (260) 466-8770 

Mary’s Kids Director 
 Therese Spencer………….(260) 747-4242 
Liturgical Environment 
  Chuck Luther ..................... (260) 424-8231 
Wedding Coordinator 
 Rebecca Silkworth ............ (260) 223-7018 

 

Office & Hall Manager/Bulletin Editor 
 Sue Koester ...................... (260) 424-8231 
Business Manager 
 Julie Crouch ...................... (260) 424-8231 
Receptionist 
 Karen Grashoff ................. (260) 424-8231 
Nursery Director 
 Judy Parrott ...................... (260) 420-1929 

Building Operations/SK Deliveries 
   Tom Freehill……………….(260)424-8231 
St. Mary's Soup Kitchen Director 
 Diane Day ......................... (260) 426-1217 
St. Mary’s Soup Kitchen Asst. Director 
 John Martin………………..(260) 426-1217 

Soup Kitchen Volunteer Coordinator 
 Dee Kumfer ...................... (260) 422-4968 
Soup Kitchen Volunteer Coordinator—    
 Weekends 
  Val Vorndran……………...(260) 450-5170 
Ave Maria House 
 Dottie Carpenter…………..(260) 424-3355 

Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council 
 Joanne Miller………………(260) 492-9273 

Parish Membership Welcome 
Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us, whether visitors, long time residents, or newly 
arrived in  the  parish.  We  thank  God  for  you.  If  you  wish  to  register,  please  call  the  parish  
office,  pick up a registration form in the pew, or complete below and place in collection basket. 
Name__________________________________________  Phone No _______________________ 
 

Address________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City___________________________________________  Zip _____________________________ 
 

Check one: 
____ New Parishioner  ____ New Address  ____ New Phone Number  ____ Moving, remove from list 

 

Sacraments 
Matrimony 
Arrangements  are  to  be made with priest at least  
6 months in advance.  Pre-marriage instruction 
required. 
Sick and Communion Call 
Please  keep  the Church Office informed of  the  
sick and homebound, particularly when there is  
serious illness. 
Baptism 
For details please call the Church Office. 
Baptismal Preparation is required for parents. 
Reconciliation 
 Sunday:  10:00am-10:30am OR 
    Anytime by appointment. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Call Parish Office for information. 

Parish Pastoral Council 
Nov, Jan, Mar, May, 1st Sunday, after Mass 

Bulletin Deadline 
Monday 12:00 pm 
Call or email submissions. 

 

FATHER PHILLIP A. WIDMANN, Pastor 
 

WWW.STMARYSFW.ORG 

Mass Schedule 
Sunday  -  10:45 am 
Holy Day  -  5:15 pm 

1101 S.  LAFAYET TE,  F T.  WAYNE,  IN 46802  

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

ST. MARY 
MOTHER OF  GOD 



ST. MARY MOTHER OF GOD CATHOLIC CHURCH FORT WAYNE, IN 

 

 
Fifth Sunday of Easter - May 10, 2020  
First Reading   Acts of the Apostles 6:1-7 (52A) 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
As the number of disciples continued to grow, the Hellenists 
complained against the Hebrews because their widows were 
being neglected in the daily distribution. So the Twelve called 
together the community of the disciples and said, “It is not 
right for us to neglect the word of God to serve at table. 
Brothers, select from among you seven reputable men, filled 
with the Spirit and wisdom, whom we shall appoint to this 
task, whereas we shall devote ourselves to prayer and to the 
ministry of the word.” The proposal was acceptable to the 
whole community, so they chose Stephen, a man filled with 
faith and the Holy Spirit, also Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor,  
Timon, Parmenas, and Nicholas of Antioch, a convert to    
Judaism. They presented these men to the apostles who 
prayed and laid hands on them. The word of God continued 
to spread, and the number of the disciples in Jerusalem     
increased greatly; even a large group of priests were becom-
ing obedient to the faith.  
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Responsorial Psalm        Psalm 16: 1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11 
R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our 
trust in you. 
Exult, you just, in the LORD; praise from the upright is     
fitting. Give thanks to the LORD on the harp; with the          
ten-stringed lyre chant his praises.  
R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our 
trust in you. 
Upright is the word of the LORD, and all his works are trustworthy. 
He loves justice and right; of the kindness of the LORD the earth is 
full.  
R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our 
trust in you. 
See, the eyes of the LORD are upon those who fear him, upon 
those who hope for his kindness, To deliver them from death 
and preserve them in spite of famine.  
R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our 
trust in you. 
 
 
 

Second Reading                        1 Peter 2:4-9 
A reading from the first Letter of Saint Peter   

Beloved: 
Come to him, a living stone, rejected by human beings but 
chosen and precious in the sight of God, and, like living 
stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house to be a 
holy priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ. For it says in Scripture: Behold, I am 
laying a stone in Zion, a cornerstone, chosen and precious, 
and whoever believes in it shall not be put to shame.       
Therefore, its value is for you who have faith, but for those 
without faith: The stone that the builders rejected has        
become the cornerstone, and A stone that will make people 
stumble, and a rock that will make them fall. They stumble by 
disobeying the word, as is their destiny. You are “a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people of his own, so 
that you may announce the praises” of him who called you 
out of darkness into his wonderful light. 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Gospel                                                                 John 20:19-31 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Do not let your hearts be        
troubled. You have faith in God; have faith also in me. In my 
Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If there were 
not, would I have told you that I am going to prepare a place 
for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
back again and take you to myself, so that where I am you 
also may be. Where I am going you know the way.” Thomas 
said to him, “Master, we do not know where you are going; 
how can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, "I am the way 
and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me. If you know me, then you will also know my   
Father. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
Philip said to him, “Master, show us the Father, and that will 
be enough for us.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you 
for so long a time and you still do not know me, Philip?    
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 
‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the   
Father and the Father is in me? The words that I speak to you 
I do not speak on my own. The Father who dwells in me is 
doing his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me, or else, believe because of the works       
themselves. Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever believes in 
me will do the works that I do, and will do greater ones than 
these, because I am going to the Father.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 
When earthly lives end, especially when the person is      
younger, we tend to focus upon and consider what was lost. 
We think of lost opportunities — things they won’t be able to 
see, babies they won’t be able to cradle, and adventures that 
now must go undiscovered. Our minds create this chasm    
between earth and heaven that sees the losses of this life as 
permanent ones, never possible to achieve again. This        
perception causes many folks to remain stuck in their grief as 
they ponder all of the missed opportunities and regrets. 
 
 



 

Gospel Reflection - continued 
 

This is not resurrection thinking. All of the love that we can 
give and receive, the joy and elation that can be experienced, 
the adventures that can be undertaken, and the possibilities 
to be discovered are all part of a continuous journey. They are 
not ends in and of themselves but are all part of the unfolding 
of a relationship we have with God, who not only makes all of 
these wonderful things possible now but sustains them and 
fulfills them into eternity. The perception and experience of 
loss is really an illusion, because in God’s eternal kingdom 
and in God’s time, nothing is ever lost. Even the most         
intimate and tender of moments we can conceive of sharing 
with another human being are only part of a journey toward 
perfect intimate and tender moments to be shared with God 
in our resurrected life. We become like God and see God as 
He is in eternity. What greater joy, love, and hope can ever be 
discovered as we walk down our often dimly lit paths in this 
world. 
 

This is an awesome wonder and magnificent news to behold. 
Call to mind someone you have lost in death. How do you see 
them now? How do you see yourself in heaven? Remind   
yourself, again, that God is the Way, the Truth and the Life. 
Our happiness is not going to be fully realized in this world, 
and there is nothing we can find here that cannot be found 
one hundred fold in eternity. It’s all about relationship, and 
not solely about the relationships we have with each other, 
ourselves, and the world in which we live. It’s about our     
relationship with God. If we realize how special that one    
relationship really is, then there is only one particular of 
heaven and life eternal that really matters: namely, that we 
fall into love eternal and discover truth. For when we finally 
close our eyes in death, then all will be well as long as we are 
with God. There are no losses, only gains.                              ©LPi 

 Jesus said to him, “I am the way and 
the truth and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except through me. If 
you know me, then you will also 
know my Father. From now on you 
do know him and have seen him.” - 
Jn 14:6-7 

“to everything there is a season and a time for every purpose 
under heaven” 

“a time to be born…” 
“a time to love…” 

“a time to be healed…” 
John Martin, Jim Horrell, Sue Pierce, Mary Blaettner, 

Angela, Sister of Melinda Reyes, and all who are  
suffering from COVID-19 

“a time to die” 
All who have died as a result of the COVID-19 

“and a time for peace” 
in our world all people, both military and civilian who are in the 
midst of  war, natural disasters, or COVID-19. Ecclesiastes 3:1f 



            May 7, 2020 
 
A Note from your Pastor: 
 

Dear Parishioners: 
 

It has been approximately seven weeks (March 15) since most of us have seen each other and according 
to the latest reports, there will be several more weeks to wait until restrictions are lifted enough that 
we can all return to the celebration of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass together – AND THEN, ONLY IF THE 
COVID-19 VIRUS DOES NOT SURGE AGAIN – FOR IF IT DOES SURGE BACK, THEN ALL BETS ARE OFF! 
 

Following Local, State, Federal and Church mandates and guidelines, Bishop Rhoades, at this time, will 
permit the resumption of the public celebration of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass in all the parishes of 
the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend on the weekend of May 23 & 24, 2020. 
 

If you are able to attend Mass that Sunday, you will be expected to observe all the mandates and   
guidelines that are still in effect at that time.  For example: you must wear a face mask while you are in 
Church and you must adhere to the strict social distancing practice of staying at least six feet away from 
other people BOTH INSIDE AND OUTSIDE OF CHURCH.   To properly achieve this requirement, certain 
rows of pews and seats have been marked as “off-limits.”  There will be NO Holy Water available for the 
present nor will there be Holy Communion from the Cup.  The interior of our parish Church itself, along 
with all hymnbooks, handrails etc. have all been properly sanitized.  PLEASE NOTE:  If your health is such 
as would make you more susceptible to the COVID-19 VIRUS, or at any time you feel as though you are 
coming down with something, i.e. cough or fever, or who may otherwise be feeling sick, please remain 
at home.  Note too that Bishop Rhoades has extended the dispensation relieving one of his/her           
responsibility to attend Sunday Mass through August 15, 2020. 
 

Know now, that I can now testify very truthfully that people/believers do indeed make a Church a 
Church and even though we firmly believe that the Lord Jesus is here in the Blessed Sacrament each 
one of you adds something, you have been sorely missed and I welcome each and every one of you 
back as soon as possible. 
 

My personal thanks to Sue Koester for both maintaining our Saint Mary’s WEB PAGE and FACEBOOK  
accounts during this very trying time so that most of you can keep abreast of what has been happening 
at your spiritual home.  I also want to express my appreciation to the balance of our Staff here at Saint 
Mary’s, as well as, my thanks to our Soup Kitchen and all its volunteers.   Regarding our Soup Kitchen, 
we made some adjustments, and all seems to be going well.  Thanks too to all our Saint Mary’s            
parishioners who have faithfully been sending in their monetary support.  As you well know whether we 
are here or not expenses continue! 
 

As we hopefully can now start to see the subsiding of this virus scourge, let us not forget to pray for all 
those who have died as a result of this, those who are still suffering from it and all its many associated 
consequences! 
 

Sincerely yours in the Risen Christ, 

Fr. Phil, Pastor 



FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  MAY 10, 2020 

Mother’s Day Collection for Catholic Charities 
This Sunday we will all have a concrete opportunity to show 
compassionate love to those most affected by this crisis 
through our annual Mother’s Day collection for Catholic    
Charities. Through the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend, 
this organization is the principal human service agency, and 
due to the coronavirus pandemic, the economic effects have         
increased the need for assistance for those individuals and 
families in our community. Please be generous. Catholic   
Charities reaches out to many through their food pantries, 
household expense assistance, job training and housing       
assistance for refugees, mentoring programs for at-risk teens, 
mental health counseling, and those experiencing an           
unexpected pregnancy. You can make a donation online for 
Catholic Charities at www.diocesefwsb.org/diocesan-
donations or mail your contribution to your parish. Thank you! 

 

  
 
   

 May 10:  Weekly Church Offering 
   Catholic Charities 
   St. Vincent De Paul 
 May 17:  Weekly Church Offering  
You may mail in your offerings to the parish office, P.O. Box 
11383, Fort Wayne, IN 46857-1383, during this time or you 
may use the Online Giving option on the parish website 
(www.stmarysfw.org).  Thank you! 

ATTENTION PLEASE 
Effective Wednesday, March 25, 2020 

Due to the continuing COVID - 19 world-wide pandemic and 
the ensuing mandates, rules, guidelines, etc. imposed on all of 
us by various Local, State and Federal Government officials, 
St. Mary Mother of God Catholic Church announces that until 
further notice the CHURCH OFFICE, AVE MARIA HOUSE, AND 
INCOME TAX PREP is CLOSED.  The Soup Kitchen will continue 
to be OPEN but at reduced hours.  Effective 3/25/2020, the 
SOUP KITCHEN will be OPEN seven days a week from 10-12pm 
each day. 

As of the March 22, 2020, Mass, 
all intentions will be rescheduled 

when Sunday Mass resumes. 

 

CHURCH SUPPORT 

Monthly & Fiscal Year-to-Date Summary 

 
 

ALL REGIONS: SUNDAY MASS WITH  
BISHOP KEVIN C. RHOADES 

Participate in a livestream Mass with Bishop Kevin C.     
Rhoades every Sunday at 10 a.m.. To join, visit the Diocese of 
Fort Wayne-South Bend YouTube or Facebook pages. Search 
“@diocesefwsb.”  
FORT WAYNE AREA TELEVISED MASSES: 
7 am: WPTA Ch. 21.3 (MyTV) | Frontier: 9, 509 | Comcast: 
252, 1024, 1172 | DirecTV, 22 
10 am: WISE CW Ch. 33.1 | Frontier  6, 506 | Comcast 19, 
1033 | DirecTV 33 | Dish 34 

The St. Mary Mother of God Community is doing an         
OUTSTANDING job of continuing the financial support of this 
great parish through the COVID19 crisis.  Thirty households 
are now utilizing Online Giving or ACH Giving and over      
thirty-nine households mailed in their Sunday Offertory in 
April.  Even though our Increased Offertory Program was  
dramatically interrupted, many folks have increased their 
giving which is very much appreciated.  These efforts are  
superb and are going a long way towards keeping St. Mary's 
viable for the time until we can all be together once 
again.  Job well done and many, many thanks! 

July 1-April 30, 2020  
           $ 155,250  
            
           $ 160,907  
 
           $     6,705  
           $   11,700  
           $   13,225                 
                   29%  
 

           $     7,876  

Adult Collection-Budget  
Adult Collection- 
        Actual TOTAL 
*Online Portion of Adult       
        Collection TOTAL 
Loose Collection-Budget 
Loose Collection-Actual  
% of Parishioners Giving  
 

SVDP Collection  

April 2020  
   $ 14,400  
 
   $ 16,510  
 
   $   5,345 
   $   1,500  
   $          0  
         28%  
 

   $      815 

Saint Mary’S Soup Kitchen 

Please mark your grocery lists for our Soup  
Kitchen.  This week we are asking for  

NOODLES. 
 

Soup Kitchen Weekend Volunteers 

Saturday 10:00 am-1:00 pm 
Sunday 11:30 –1:00 pm 

 

Sunday, May 10th 
Friends 

 

Saturday, May 16th 
Jennifer & Sergio 

 

Sunday, May 17th 
Liz & John Peterson 

Shanebrooks 
 

AVE MARIA HOUSE PANTRY NEEDS 

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR SUPPORT! 
 

Easter Flower Contributors 

        Contributor:   In Memory Of: 
        Mary McArdle   Undesignated 
        Maxine and Andre Stovall  Undesignated 
 

              (a continuation from bulletin 05-03-2020) 

Let us remember in prayer during the month of May, our 
Blessed Virgin Mary intentions as we, as a country, renew the         
consecration to her as our source of protection and strength. 


