
Parish Mission Statement 
 

“Believing in faith in action, St. Mary Mother 
of God Catholic Church strives to reach out  to 
others through the joyful celebration of Word   
and Sacrament, embracing diversity, and 
working for peace, justice, and non-violence.”

May 3, 2020 
Fourth Sunday of Easter  

“Serving the People of God  
Spiritually and Physically  since 1848” 

Parish Office  
 

1101 S. Lafayette • Ft. Wayne, IN 46802 
Hours ........... Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4:00 pm 
  Fri. 8:30 am-2:00 pm 
Telephone .......................... (260) 424-8231 
Fax ...................................... (260) 426-2029 
Email ................ stmarysfw@stmarysfw.org 
Mail .................................... P.O. Box 11383 
  Ft. Wayne, IN 46857-1383 

 Parish Staff 
 

Pastoral Associate & SVDP 
 Anthony Henry .................. (260) 424-8231 
Sacramental Coordinator 
 Mary Kay Matasky ............ (260) 424-8231 
Music Director 
 Greg Childs ....................... (260) 424-8231 

Mary’s Kids Director 
 Therese Spencer………….(260) 747-4242 
Liturgical Environment 
  Chuck Luther ..................... (260) 424-8231 
Wedding Coordinator 
 Rebecca Silkworth ............ (260) 223-7018 

 

Office & Hall Manager/Bulletin Editor 
 Sue Koester ...................... (260) 424-8231 
Business Manager 
 Julie Crouch ...................... (260) 424-8231 
Receptionist 
 Karen Grashoff ................. (260) 424-8231 
Nursery Director 
 Judy Parrott ...................... (260) 420-1929 

Building Operations/SK Deliveries 
   Tom Freehill……………….(260)424-8231 
St. Mary's Soup Kitchen Director 
 Diane Day ......................... (260) 426-1217 
St. Mary’s Soup Kitchen Asst. Director 
 John Martin………………..(260) 426-1217 

Soup Kitchen Volunteer Coordinator 
 Dee Kumfer ...................... (260) 422-4968 
Soup Kitchen Volunteer Coordinator—    
 Weekends 
  Val Vorndran……………...(260) 450-5170 
Ave Maria House 
 Dottie Carpenter…………..(260) 424-3355 

Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council 
 Joanne Miller………………(260) 492-9273 

Parish Membership Welcome 
Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us, whether visitors, long time residents, or newly 
arrived in  the  parish.  We  thank  God  for  you.  If  you  wish  to  register,  please  call  the  parish  
office,  pick up a registration form in the pew, or complete below and place in collection basket. 
Name__________________________________________  Phone No _______________________ 
 

Address________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City___________________________________________  Zip _____________________________ 
 

Check one: 
____ New Parishioner  ____ New Address  ____ New Phone Number  ____ Moving, remove from list 

 

Sacraments 
Matrimony 
Arrangements  are  to  be made with priest at least  
6 months in advance.  Pre-marriage instruction 
required. 
Sick and Communion Call 
Please  keep  the Church Office informed of  the  
sick and homebound, particularly when there is  
serious illness. 
Baptism 
For details please call the Church Office. 
Baptismal Preparation is required for parents. 
Reconciliation 
 Sunday:  10:00am-10:30am OR 
    Anytime by appointment. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Call Parish Office for information. 

Parish Pastoral Council 
Nov, Jan, Mar, May, 1st Sunday, after Mass 

Bulletin Deadline 
Monday 12:00 pm 
Call or email submissions. 

 

FATHER PHILLIP A. WIDMANN, Pastor 
 

WWW.STMARYSFW.ORG 

Mass Schedule 
Sunday  -  10:45 am 
Holy Day  -  5:15 pm 

1101 S.  LAFAYET TE,  F T.  WAYNE,  IN 46802  

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

ST. MARY 
MOTHER OF  GOD 



ST. MARY MOTHER OF GOD CATHOLIC CHURCH FORT WAYNE, IN 

 

Fourth Sunday of Easter - May 3, 2020  
First Reading                         Acts of the Apostles 2:14a, 36-41 (49A) 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, and 
proclaimed: “Let the whole house of Israel know for certain 
that God has made both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom 
you crucified.”  
 

Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and 
they asked Peter and the other apostles, “What are we to do, 
my brothers?” Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized, 
every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the           
forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. For the promise is made to you and to your    
children and to all those far off, whomever the Lord our God 
will call.” He testified with many other arguments, and was 
exhorting them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt             
generation.” Those who accepted his message were baptized, 
and about three thousand persons were added that day. 
 The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm                               Psalm 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall 
want. 
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. In verdant     
pastures he gives me repose; beside restful waters he leads 
me; he refreshes my soul. 
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall 
want. 
He guides me in right paths for his name’s sake. Even though 
I walk in the dark valley I fear no evil; for you are at my side. 
With your rod and your staff that give me courage. 
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall 
want. 
You spread the table before me in the sight of my foes; you 
anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall 
want. 
Only goodness and kindness follow me all the days of my life; 
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD for years to come. 
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall 
want. 
 
 

Second Reading                                                  1Peter 2:20b-25A 

A reading from the first Letter of Saint Peter 
Beloved: If you are patient when you suffer for doing what is 
good, this is a grace before God. For to this you have been 
called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an 
example that you should follow in his footsteps.  
 

He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth. 
When he was insulted, he returned no insult; when he       
suffered, he did not threaten; instead, he handed himself over 
to the one who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his 
body upon the cross, so that, free from sin, we might live for 
righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. For you 
had gone astray like sheep, but you have now returned to the 
shepherd and guardian of your souls. 
 The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel                                                 John 10:1-10 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 
Jesus said: 
“Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever does not enter a sheep-
fold through the gate but climbs over elsewhere is a thief and 
a robber. But whoever enters through the gate is the        
shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens it for him, and 
the sheep hear his voice, as the shepherd calls his own sheep 
by name and leads them out. When he has driven out all his 
own, he walks ahead of them, and the sheep follow him,    
because they recognize his voice. But they will not follow a 
stranger; they will run away from him, because they do not 
recognize the voice of strangers.” Although Jesus used this 
figure of speech, the Pharisees did not realize what he was 
trying to tell them. 
 

So Jesus said again, “Amen, amen, I say to you, I am the gate 
for the sheep. All who came before me are thieves and        
robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. 
Whoever enters through me will be saved, and will come in 
and go out and find pasture.  A thief comes only to steal and 
slaughter and destroy; I came so that they might have life and 
have it more abundantly.” 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

With whom do we converse and listen to the most? Believe it 
or not, the answer is ourselves. We are constantly having  
conversations with ourselves, and sometimes we even get 
caught! Our inner conversations reveal the truth about      
ourselves. We really cannot hide from ourselves, although we 
often pretend we can. By conversing with ourselves, we find 
solutions to our challenges, problem solve, work through our 
relationships, formulate opinions, run through dress          
rehearsals of possible conversations, and wrestle with and 
determine our system of priorities and values. What other 
voices affect the conversations we have with ourselves? 
 

Often, voices from our past continue to haunt us. These    
voices cause us to mistrust our judgment, harbor anger, and 
cling to our fears of rejection, failure, being wrong, and the 
like. It is in these inner conversations that we face what holds 
us captive — our    limitations, weaknesses, sinfulness, and 
stubborn ego preoccupations. We often go about our lives 
putting out one fire or another, keeping ourselves                
preoccupied  and  busy, and  trying  to  stay  on  top of  things.  



Intentionally or unintentionally, we find ourselves wandering 
off. We turn around and can no longer see our home. We look 
down at our feet and realize we have lost our anchor.   Feeling 
scared, out of place, desolate, unsettled, and lonely, we realize 
that we are lost. 
 

We listened to the wrong voices! In the midst of everything      
competing for our attention, the voice of the One who could 
truly call us home got muffled. We didn’t hear it. As our inner 
dialogues continue to play out, the one voice we need to    
consult — even before our own — is God’s. He is the Good 
Shepherd who can keep us safely where we need to be. As we 
graze through the stuff of our lives, we must constantly      
remember to look up, be attentive, and stay focused. Our   
habits of prayer are the only thing that can properly root us 
and keep us grounded. Contemplating God’s presence and 
developing an inner awareness of love incarnate, we will then 
find ourselves praying unceasingly as the days and nights and 
the ebbs and flows of our of lives unfold. Suddenly, the inner 
conversations we are constantly having are no longer just 
with ourselves or with voices that can lead us astray but with 
the Trinity, who desperately wants us to stay home.            ©LPi 

              Continued    

  Intentions of our Holy Father  
  for the Month of May, 2020 

 

  For Deacons 
 

We pray that deacons, faithful in their service to the Word 
and the poor, may be an invigorating symbol for the entire 
Church. 

Let us remember in prayer during the month of May, our 
Blessed Virgin Mary intentions as we, as a country, renew the 
consecration to her as our source of protection and strength. 

 

 

“to everything there is a season and a time for every purpose 
under heaven” 

“a time to be born…” 
“a time to love…” 

“a time to be healed…” 
John Martin, Jim Horrell, Sue Pierce, Ken Lehto 

Angela, Sister of Melinda Reyes 
“a time to die” 

“and a time for peace” 
in our world, all people, both military and civilian who are in 

the midst of  war, or natural disasters.     
     Ecclesiastes 3:1f 



FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  MAY 3, 2020 

Do you feel a calling to minister to 
our shut-ins? Please call the church   
office at 424-8231 for more           
information, or if you know of a      
parishioner who may be homebound 
and in need of communion brought 
to them. 

 

 
   

 
                       May 3:          Weekly Church Offering 
                       May 10: Weekly Church Offering 
   Catholic Charities 
   St. Vincent De Paul 
You may mail in your offerings to the parish office, P.O.      
Box 11383, Fort Wayne, IN 46857-1383, during this time or 
you may use the Online Giving option on the parish website 
(www.stmarysfw.org).  Thank you! 

ATTENTION PLEASE 
Effective Wednesday, March 25, 2020 

Due to the continuing COVID - 19 world-wide pandemic and 
the ensuing mandates, rules, guidelines, etc. imposed on all of 
us by various Local, State and Federal Government officials, 
St. Mary Mother of God Catholic Church announces that until 
further notice the CHURCH OFFICE, AVE MARIA HOUSE, AND 
INCOME TAX PREP is CLOSED.  The Soup Kitchen will continue 
to be OPEN but at reduced hours.  Effective 3/25/2020, the 
SOUP KITCHEN will be OPEN seven days a week from 10-12pm 
each day. 

Mother’s Day Collection for Catholic Charities 
Next Sunday we will all have a concrete opportunity to show 
compassionate love to those most affected by this crisis 
through our annual Mother’s Day collection for Catholic    
Charities. Through the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend, 
this organization is the principal human service agency, and 
due to the coronavirus pandemic, the economic effects have         
increased the need for assistance for those individuals and 
families in our community. Please be generous. Catholic   
Charities reaches out to many through their food pantries, 
household expense assistance, job training and housing      
assistance for refugees, mentoring programs for at-risk teens, 
mental health counseling, and those experiencing an           
unexpected pregnancy. You can make a donation online for 
Catholic Charities at www.diocesefwsb.org/diocesan-
donations or mail your contribution to your parish. Thank you! 

 
 

ALL REGIONS: SUNDAY MASS WITH  
BISHOP KEVIN C. RHOADES 

Participate in a livestream Mass with Bishop Kevin C.     
Rhoades every Sunday at 10 a.m. To join, visit the Diocese of 
Fort Wayne-South Bend YouTube or Facebook pages. Search 
“@diocesefwsb.”  
FORT WAYNE AREA TELEVISED MASSES: 
7 am: WPTA Ch. 21.3 (MyTV) | Frontier: 9, 509 | Comcast: 
252, 1024, 1172 | DirecTV, 22 
10 am: WISE CW Ch. 33.1 | Frontier  6, 506 | Comcast 19, 
1033 | DirecTV 33 | Dish 34 

As of the March 22, 2020, Mass, 
all intentions will be rescheduled 

when Sunday Mass resumes. 

Saint Mary’S Soup Kitchen 

Please mark your grocery lists for our Soup  
Kitchen.  This week we are asking for  

RICE. 
 

Soup Kitchen Weekend Volunteers 

Saturday 10:00 am-1:00 pm 
Sunday 11:30 –1:00 pm 

 

Sunday, May 3rd 
Amy V., Fairmans 

 

Saturday, May 9th 
The Chapel, Lisa Vera 

 

Sunday, May 10th 
Friends 

 

AVE MARIA HOUSE PANTRY NEEDS 

COFFEE. 

Easter Flower Contributors 
Contributor:   In Memory Of: 
John & Eugenia Barnett  John F. Barnett, Sr. 
    Catherine Barnett 
    Allen Barnett 
    Prince Barnett 
    Ade & Ebi Hamilton 
Rita Berghoff   Richard Berghoff 
Joanne Causey   John & Marge Koorsen 
    Eugene & Alice Scherer 
Elaine Martin   Wayne & Evelyn Martin 
    Margo Martin O’Malley 
Jeanne Meyers   John & Marjorie Koorsen 
    Msgr. Raymond Balzer 
Randy & Mary Miller  Undesignated 
Krista & Dan Stockman  Undesignated 
Jane Wick   Marjorie Gunkler 
Anonymous   Undesignated  


