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Sacraments

Matrimony
Arrangements are to be made with priest at least
6 months in advance. Pre-marriage instruction
required.
Sick and Communion Call
Please keep the Church Office informed of the
sick and homebound, particularly when there is
serious illness.
Baptism
For details please call the Church Office.
Baptismal Preparation is required for parents.
Reconciliation
Sunday: 10:00am-10:30am OR
Anytime by appointment.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
Call Parish Office for information.

Parish Pastoral Council
Nov, Jan, Mar, May, 1st Sunday, after Mass

Bulletin Deadline

Monday 12:00 pm
Call or email submissions.

Parish Membership Welcome

Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us, whether visitors, long time residents, or newly
arrived in the parish. We thank God for you. If you wish to register, please call the parish
office, pick up a registration form in the pew, or complete below and place in collection basket.
Name__________________________________________ Phone No _______________________
Address________________________________________________________________________
City___________________________________________ Zip _____________________________
Check one:
____ New Parishioner ____ New Address ____ New Phone Number ____ Moving, remove from list

ST. MARY MOTHER OF GOD CATHOLIC CHURCH

Readings

FORT WAYNE, IN

Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them,
and whose sins you retain are retained.”
Thomas, called Didymus, one of the Twelve, was not with
them when Jesus came. So the other disciples said to him,
“We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see
the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger into the
nail marks and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.”
Now a week later his disciples were again inside and Thomas
was with them. Jesus came, although the doors were locked,
and stood in their midst and said, “Peace be with you.” Then
he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands,
and bring your hand and put it into my side, and do not be
unbelieving, but believe.” Thomas answered and said to him,
“My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you come to
believe because you have seen me? Blessed are those who
have not seen and have believed.”

Second Sunday of Easter - April 19, 2020
First Reading
Acts of the Apostles 2:42-47
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
They devoted themselves to the teaching of the apostles and
to the communal life, to the breaking of bread and to the
prayers. Awe came upon everyone, and many wonders and
signs were done through the apostles. All who believed were
together and had all things in common; they would sell their
property and possessions and divide them among all
according to each one’s need. Every day they devoted
themselves to meeting together in the temple area and to
breaking bread in their homes. They ate their meals with
exultation and sincerity of heart, praising God and enjoying
favor with all the people. And every day the Lord added to Now, Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his
their number those who were being saved.
disciples that are not written in this book. But these are
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
written that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God, and that through this belief you may have life
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23
in his name.
R. Give thanks to the Lord for He is good, His love is
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ
everlasting.
Let the house of Israel say, “His mercy endures forever.” Let
the house of Aaron say, “His mercy endures forever.” Let
those who fear the LORD say, “His mercy endures forever.”
R. Give thanks to the Lord for He is good, His love is
everlasting.
A person was going through a very dark time, questioning the
I was hard pressed and was falling, but the LORD helped me.
meaning of life, not feeling very purposeful or worthwhile,
My strength and my courage is the LORD, and he has been
and feeling disconnected and unappreciated. Suddenly, they
my savior. The joyful shout of victory in the tents of the just.
gazed up at the night sky, found themselves in awe of all the
R. Give thanks to the Lord for He is good, His love is
stars and constellations, and exclaimed, “I am here on
everlasting.
purpose and I am loved!” Having been brought by God to this
The stone which the builders rejected has become the cornermoment of intense connection and awareness, his life
stone. By the LORD has this been done; it is wonderful in our
changed from that moment on.
eyes. This is the day the Lord has made; let us be glad and
rejoice in it.
If we are always preoccupied with the challenges, obligations,
R. Give thanks to the Lord for He is good, His love is and stuff of daily life, we can easily miss the wonderful
everlasting.
opportunities when the resurrected Christ is knocking at our
door. If we open ourselves to the fullness of experience, we
Second Reading
1 Peter 1:3-9
will find ourselves listening and embracing all that is around
A reading from the first Letter of Saint Peter
us, being caught up in the magnificence of creation’s
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
grandeur and knowing in our heart and soul that God is and I
in his great mercy gave us a new birth to a living hope
am.
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, While that sounds like a simple, tell-me-something-I don’tkept in heaven for you who by the power of God are know kind of revelation, it is life changing when it takes root
safeguarded through faith, to a salvation that is ready to be in the depth of a person’s soul. Stumbling upon this awesome
revealed in the final time. In this you rejoice, although now truth and internalizing it doesn’t require an assent of the
for a little while you may have to suffer through various trials, mind. It beckons for a claim on our soul. We find ourselves
so that the genuineness of your faith, more precious than gold knowing something profound that cannot be explained or
that is perishable even though tested by fire, may prove to be reasoned, but purely is. When we are caught up in an
for praise, glory, and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. experience and encounter the truth, it doesn’t matter how all
Although you have not seen him you love him; even though of the pieces got put together. Truth is simply truth. The “my
you do not see him now yet believe in him, you rejoice with Lord and my God” responses we utter are not evoked because
an indescribable and glorious joy, as you attain the goal of all of the pieces of faith and life make reasonable sense. The
your faith, the salvation of your souls.
“my Lord and my God” affirmations come when we are lifted
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
up out of our preoccupations and silliness and are in the
presence of mystery and mercy.
Gospel
John 20:19-31
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John
God is mystery, one who is beyond our grasp but at the same
On the evening of that first day of the week, when the doors time within our reach, knowable yet unknowable. And when
were locked, where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, in the presence of mystery, there comes an intense experience
Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them, “Peace of mercy. We know deep within the essence of ourselves —
be with you.” When he had said this, he showed them his and in the very life of creation — this beating, unconditionally
hands and his side. The disciples rejoiced when they saw the accepting, life-sustaining, profound, mysterious yet familiar
Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the presence of love. We have found our peace. “Peace be with
Father has sent me, so I send you.” And when he had said you.” Breathe in and breathe out. Peace.
©LPi
this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the

Gospel Reflection

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER - DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY

Mass Intentions
As of the March 22, 2020, Mass,
All intentions will be rescheduled
When Sunday Mass resumes.

Altar of Service
Saint Mary’S Soup Kitchen
Please mark your grocery lists for our Soup
Kitchen. This week we are asking for Macaroni.
Soup Kitchen Weekend Volunteers
Saturday 10:00 am-1:00 pm
Sunday 11:30 –1:00 pm
Sunday, April 19th
Shanebrooks, John & Liz Peterson
Saturday, April 25th
Christina, Elizabeth, Julie
Sunday, April 26th
Nina Gerry, McDowell
AVE MARIA HOUSE PANTRY NEEDS
Creamer and Sugar

APRIL 19, 2020

Announcements
ATTENTION PLEASE
Effective Wednesday, March 25, 2020
Due to the continuing COVID - 19 world-wide pandemic and
the ensuing mandates, rules, guidelines, etc. imposed on all of
us by various Local, State and Federal Government officials,
St. Mary Mother of God Catholic Church announces that until
further notice the CHURCH OFFICE, AVE MARIA HOUSE,
AND INCOME TAX PREP is CLOSED. The Soup Kitchen
will continue to be OPEN but at reduced hours. Effective
3/25/2020, the SOUP KITCHEN will be OPEN seven days a
week from 10-12pm each day.
Catholic Home Missions Appeal
Strengthening the Church at Home
On Sunday, April 26th, the special collection will be for the
Catholic Home Missions Appeal. Today, over 40% of dioceses
in the United States are considered mission territories because
they are unable to fund the essential pastoral work their
communities need. Your support of this appeal helps ease the
struggle of these dioceses. Please prayerfully consider how you
can support this appeal. More information can be found at
www.usccb.org/home-missions.

April 19:
April 26:

Weekly Church Offering
Weekly Church Offering
Catholic Home Missions
You may mail in your offerings to the parish office, P.O.
Box 11383, Fort Wayne, IN 46857-1383, during this time or
you may use the Online Giving option on the parish website
(www.stmarysfw.org). Thank you!

ADULT CONFIRMATION
Any person High School age, or any adult who has
not received the sacrament of Confirmation and
who would like to receive this year, please call the
church office at 424-8231.
Do you feel a calling to minister to our
shut-ins? Please call the church office
at 424-8231 for more information, or if
you know of a parishioner who may be
homebound and in need of communion
brought to them.

“to everything there is a season and a time for every purpose
under heaven”
“a time to be born…”
“a time to love…”
“a time to be healed…”
John Martin, Jim Horrell, Sue Pierce
Angela, Sister of Melinda Reyes
“a time to die”
“and a time for peace”
in our world, all people, both military and civilian who are in
the midst of war, or natural disasters.
Ecclesiastes 3:1f

Divine Mercy Sunday
Notes and Quotes for Reflection on Divine Mercy

From Creation, God has revealed his nature as love itself, in
Sacred Scripture and most perfectly in the life, Passion, death and
Resurrection of his Son, Jesus. Saints have also borne witness to
God’s unfathomable love, e.g., in the writings of Augustine,
Aquinas, Catherine of Siena, Francis of Assisi, Margaret Mary
Alacoque and Therese of Lisieux.
In his second encyclical, Rich in Mercy, Pope Saint John Paul II
offers an extended meditation on the mystery of God’s mercy,
which he calls “the greatest of the attributes and perfections of
God” (Dives in Misericordia, 13). He returned to this theme
throughout his pontificate:
As a gift to humanity, which sometimes seems bewildered and
overwhelmed by the power of evil, selfishness, and fear, the Risen
Lord offers His love that pardons, reconciles, and reopens hearts
to love. It is a love that converts hearts and gives peace. How
much the world needs to understand and accept Divine Mercy!
Lord, who reveals the Father’s love by Your death and
Resurrection, we believe in You and confidently repeat to You
today: Jesus, I trust in You, have mercy upon us and upon the
whole world.
~ St. Pope John Paul II, Regina Caeli message prepared for
Divine Mercy Sunday, April 3, 2005

Notes and Quotes for Reflection on Divine Mercy continued
What is mercy if not the boundless love of God, who confronted with
human sin, restrains the sentiment of severe justice and, allowing
Himself to be moved by the wretchedness of His creatures, spurs
Himself to the total gift of self, in the Son’s cross …?

complete forgiveness of sins and punishment. … Let no soul fear to
draw near to Me. … It is My desire that it be solemnly celebrated on
the first Sunday after Easter. Mankind will not have peace until it
turns to the Fount of My Mercy. (Diary, no. 699)
On May 5, 2000, five days after the canonization of St. Faustina, the
Vatican decreed that the Second Sunday of Easter would henceforth be known as Divine Mercy Sunday.

Who can say that he is free from sin and does not need God’s
mercy? As people of this restless time of ours, wavering between
the emptiness of self-exaltation and the humiliation of despair, we
have a greater need than ever for a regenerating experience of
mercy.
~St. Pope John Paul II, Regina Caeli message, April 10, 1994

The Image: Jesus appeared to St. Faustina in a vision, with his
right hand raised in a blessing and his left touching his garment
above his heart. Red and white rays emanate from his heart,
symbolizing the blood and water that was poured out for our
salvation and our sanctification. The Lord requested that “Jesus, I
trust in You” be inscribed under his image. Jesus asked that his
Pope Benedict XVI called St. John Paul II “a great apostle of image be painted and venerated throughout the world: “I promise
Divine Mercy” and echoed his predecessor’s thoughts:
that the soul that will venerate this image will not perish” (Diary, no.
In our time, humanity needs a strong proclamation and witness of 48) and “By means of this image I will grant many graces to
God’s mercy. Beloved John Paul II, a great apostle of Divine Mercy, souls” (Diary, no. 742).
prophetically intuited this urgent pastoral need. He dedicated his
second Encyclical to it and throughout his pontificate made himself The Chaplet of Divine Mercy: The Chaplet was also given to St.
a missionary of God’s love to all peoples.
Faustina with this promise: “Encourage souls to say the chaplet
~Pope Benedict XVI, Angelus message, September 16, 2007
which I have given you” (Diary, no. 1541). “Whoever will recite it will
receive great mercy at the hour of death. … Even if there were a
Mercy is the central nucleus of the Gospel message; it is the very sinner most hardened, if he were to recite this chaplet only once, he
name of God, the Face with which he revealed himself in the Old would receive grace from My infinite mercy. I desire that the whole
Covenant and fully in Jesus Christ, the incarnation of creative and world know My infinite mercy” (Diary, no. 687).
redemptive Love. May this merciful love also shine on the face of
The Divine Mercy Chaplet
the Church and show itself through the sacraments, in particular that Optional Opening Prayers:
of Reconciliation, and in works of charity, both communitarian and
individual. May all that the Church says and does manifest the You expired, Jesus, but the source of life gushed forth for souls,
and the ocean of mercy opened up for the whole world.
mercy God feels for man.
O Fount of Life, unfathomable Divine Mercy,
~Pope Benedict XVI, Regina Caeli address, March 30, 2008
envelop the whole world and empty Yourself out upon us.

Origin of Divine Mercy Sunday,
the Divine Mercy image,
the Chaplet, and the Novena
Saint Faustina: Mankind’s need for the message of Divine Mercy
took on dire urgency in the 20th Century, when civilization began to
experience an “eclipse of the sense of God” and, therefore to lose
the understanding of the sanctity and inherent dignity of human life.
In the 1930s, Jesus chose a humble Polish nun, St. Maria Faustina
Kowalska, to receive private revelations concerning Divine Mercy
that were recorded in her Diary. St. John Paul II explains:
This was precisely the time when those ideologies of evil, nazism
and communism, were taking shape. Sister Faustina became the
herald of the one message capable of off-setting the evil of those
ideologies, that fact that God is mercy—the truth of the merciful
Christ. And for this reason, when I was called to the See of Peter, I
felt impelled to pass on those experiences of a fellow Pole that
deserve a place in the treasury of the universal Church.
~ Pope Saint John Paul II, Memory and Identity (2005)
Divine Mercy Sunday: St. Faustina’s Diary records 14 occasions
when Jesus requested that a Feast of Mercy (Divine Mercy Sunday)
be observed, for example:
My daughter, tell the whole world about My inconceivable mercy. I
desire that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge and shelter for all souls,
and especially for poor sinners. On that day the very depths of My
tender mercy are open. I pour out a whole ocean of graces upon
those souls who approach the Fount of My mercy. The soul that will
go to Confession and receive Holy Communion shall obtain

(Repeat 3 times) O Blood and Water, which gushed forth from the
Heart of Jesus as a fountain of Mercy for us, I trust in You!
Our Father, Hail Mary and the Apostle's Creed
For each of the five decades (On each “Our Father” bead of the
rosary, pray)
Eternal Father, I offer you the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of
Your Dearly Beloved Son, Our Lord, Jesus Christ, in atonement for
our sins and those of the whole world.
(On each of the 10 “Hail Mary” beads, pray)
For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, have mercy on us and on the
whole world.
Concluding prayer (Repeat 3 times)
Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have mercy on us
and on the whole world.
Optional Closing Prayer
Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless and the treasury of compassion inexhaustible, look kindly upon us and increase Your mercy in
us, that in difficult moments we might not despair nor become despondent, but with great confidence submit ourselves to Your holy
will, which is Love and Mercy itself.
The Divine Mercy Novena: Jesus gave St. Faustina nine intentions
for which to pray the Chaplet beginning on Good Friday and ending
on the Saturday before Divine Mercy Sunday.
(http://www.ewtn.com/devotionals/mercy/novena.htm. . . )

