
Parish Mission Statement 
 

“Believing in faith in action, St. Mary Mother 
of God Catholic Church strives to reach out  to 
others through the joyful celebration of Word   
and Sacrament, embracing diversity, and 
working for peace, justice, and non-violence.”

April 12, 2020 
Easter Sunday 

“Serving the People of God  
Spiritually and Physically  since 1848” 

Parish Office  
 

1101 S. Lafayette • Ft. Wayne, IN 46802 
Hours ........... Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4:00 pm 
  Fri. 8:30 am-2:00 pm 
Telephone .......................... (260) 424-8231 
Fax ...................................... (260) 426-2029 
Email ................ stmarysfw@stmarysfw.org 
Mail .................................... P.O. Box 11383 
  Ft. Wayne, IN 46857-1383 

 Parish Staff 
 

Pastoral Associate & SVDP 
 Anthony Henry .................. (260) 424-8231 
Sacramental Coordinator 
 Mary Kay Matasky ............ (260) 424-8231 
Music Director 
 Greg Childs ....................... (260) 424-8231 

Mary’s Kids Director 
 Therese Spencer………….(260) 747-4242 
Liturgical Environment 
  Chuck Luther ..................... (260) 424-8231 
Wedding Coordinator 
 Rebecca Silkworth ............ (260) 223-7018 

 

Office & Hall Manager/Bulletin Editor 
 Sue Koester ...................... (260) 424-8231 
Business Manager 
 Julie Crouch ...................... (260) 424-8231 
Receptionist 
 Karen Grashoff ................. (260) 424-8231 
Nursery Director 
 Judy Parrott ...................... (260) 420-1929 

Building Operations/SK Deliveries 
   Tom Freehill……………….(260)424-8231 
St. Mary's Soup Kitchen Director 
 Diane Day ......................... (260) 426-1217 
St. Mary’s Soup Kitchen Asst. Director 
 John Martin………………..(260) 426-1217 

Soup Kitchen Volunteer Coordinator 
 Dee Kumfer ...................... (260) 422-4968 
Soup Kitchen Volunteer Coordinator—    
 Weekends 
  Val Vorndran……………...(260) 450-5170 
Ave Maria House 
 Dottie Carpenter…………..(260) 424-3355 

Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council 
 Joanne Miller………………(260) 492-9273 

Parish Membership Welcome 
Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us, whether visitors, long time residents, or newly 
arrived in  the  parish.  We  thank  God  for  you.  If  you  wish  to  register,  please  call  the  parish  
office,  pick up a registration form in the pew, or complete below and place in collection basket. 
Name__________________________________________  Phone No _______________________ 
 

Address________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City___________________________________________  Zip _____________________________ 
 

Check one: 
____ New Parishioner  ____ New Address  ____ New Phone Number  ____ Moving, remove from list 

 

Sacraments 
Matrimony 
Arrangements  are  to  be made with priest at least  
6 months in advance.  Pre-marriage instruction 
required. 
Sick and Communion Call 
Please  keep  the Church Office informed of  the  
sick and homebound, particularly when there is  
serious illness. 
Baptism 
For details please call the Church Office. 
Baptismal Preparation is required for parents. 
Reconciliation 
 Sunday:  10:00am-10:30am OR 
    Anytime by appointment. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Call Parish Office for information. 

Parish Pastoral Council 
Nov, Jan, Mar, May, 1st Sunday, after Mass 

Bulletin Deadline 
Monday 12:00 pm 
Call or email submissions. 

 

FATHER PHILLIP A. WIDMANN, Pastor 
 

WWW.STMARYSFW.ORG 

Mass Schedule 
Sunday  -  10:45 am 
Holy Day  -  5:15 pm 

1101 S.  LAFAYET TE,  F T.  WAYNE,  IN 46802  

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

ST. MARY 
MOTHER OF  GOD 



ST. MARY MOTHER OF GOD CATHOLIC CHURCH FORT WAYNE, IN 

 

Easter Sunday - April 12, 2020 
First Reading            Acts of the Apostles 10:34a, 37-43 
Peter proceeded to speak and said: "You know what has       
happened all over Judea, beginning in Galilee after the     
baptism that John preached, how God anointed Jesus of  
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power. He went about   
doing good and healing all those oppressed by the devil, for 
God was with him. We are witnesses of all that he did both in 
the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to 
death by hanging him on a tree. This man God raised on the 
third day and granted that he be visible, not to all the people, 
but to us, the witnesses chosen by God in advance, who ate 
and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He           
commissioned us to preach to the people and testify that he is 
the one appointed by God as judge of the living and the dead. 
To him all the prophets bear witness, that everyone who     
believes in him will receive forgiveness of sins through his 
name."  
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm            Psalm 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23 
R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice 
and be glad. 
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his mercy       
endures forever. Let the house of Israel say, “His mercy     
endures forever.” 
R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice 
and be glad. 
“The right hand of the LORD has struck with power; the right 
hand of the LORD is exalted. I shall not die, but live, and      
declare the works of the LORD.”  
R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice 
and be glad. 
The stone which the builders rejected has become the corner-
stone. By the LORD has this been done; it is wonderful in our 
eyes. 
R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice 
and be glad.  
 

Second Reading                   Colossians 3:1-4 
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Colossians  

Brothers and sisters: If then you were raised with Christ, seek 
what is above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 
Think of what is above, not of what is on earth. For you have 
died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ 
your life appears, then you too will appear with him in glory.  
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Sequence Victimae Paschali Laudes 
Christians, to the Paschal Victim  
    Offer your thankful praises! 
A Lamb the sheep redeems;  
    Christ, who only is sinless, 
    Reconciles sinners to the Father. 
Death and life have contended in that combat stupendous: 
    The Prince of life, who died, reigns immortal. 
Speak, Mary, declaring 
    What you saw, wayfaring. 
“The tomb of Christ, who is living, 
    The glory of Jesus’ resurrection; 
bright angels attesting, 
    The shroud and napkin resting. 
Yes, Christ my hope is arisen; 
    to Galilee he goes before you.” 
Christ indeed from death is risen, our new life obtaining. 
Have mercy, victor King, ever reigning!     Amen. Alleluia.    

Gospel                                                                     John 20:1-9 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

On the first day of the week, Mary of Magdala came to the 
tomb early in the morning, while it was still dark, and saw the 
stone removed from the tomb.  So she ran and went to Simon 
Peter and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and told 
them, “They have taken the Lord from the tomb, and we don’t 
know where they put him.”  So Peter and the other disciple 
went out and came to the tomb.  They both ran faster than 
Peter and    arrived at the tomb first; he bent down and saw 
the burial cloths there, but did not go in.  When Simon Peter 
arrived after him, he went into the tomb and saw the burial 
cloths there, and the cloth that had covered his head, not with 
the burial cloths but rolled up in a separate place.  Then the 
other disciple also went in, the one who had arrived at the 
tomb first, and saw and believed.  For they did not yet under-
stand the Scripture that he had to rise from the dead. 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

When we awoke this morning, we found ourselves blessed 
with another day. It is Easter Sunday. As that thought crossed 
our minds, did we find ourselves saying “so what” or 
“alleluia”? For many, today is truly a day of alleluia. For    
others, it is just another day of “so what.” Faith makes a huge 
difference. It not only makes a difference in how we under-
stand today and the significance of what we celebrate, it also 
makes a huge difference in terms of how we understand     
ourselves. 
 

Succeed, live well, be productive, find your niche, follow your 
dreams, make money, protect your social status, be politically 
correct, and keep your preferences to yourself are pretty good 
examples of the messages our secular life wants us to hear. In 
and of themselves, they don’t sound all that harmful. But 
when really examined, they are. The life of resurrection     
embodied in the Gospel tells us a much different story. 
 

Life keeps us busy. We are always connected, distracted,    
occupied, and working. For many of us, an agenda awaits us 
before we even start our day, and unfinished stuff is brought 
with us when we retire at night. Make the best of life and 
“find your own road to happiness are messages we all too   
easily believe. The “so what” response to the new life of      
resurrection is often the result of believing that life is only 
what I make it. What God has to say isn’t important to me 
securing my next raise. 
 

Sadly, we live as if the grave is the end. While we may give the 
wonder of heaven a blink now and then, its glory really 
doesn’t impress us or matter all that much. It’s all about the 
here and now and what I need to do today to get where I want 
to be tomorrow. We tend to put off considering the one      
significant “tomorrow” that will come the millisecond after 
we take our last breath. When that happens, will we want to 
be thinking “so what?” or “alleluia”?   

There is only one Jesus, one mission, and one resurrection. 
There is also only one of us. Have you ever pondered what 
one solitary, humble human life can do? Faith, not our world, 
tells us how special we are. We are not robots. We are not 
replaceable. We have one shot. There are no do-overs. Love is 
at our core and unites us together as one with the God of love 
who so desperately wants us to be with Him forever. This 
may not match our secular agenda, but it ought to make our 
true inner agenda leap for joy. There doesn’t need to be an 
end. I can live forever. Alleluia!                        
                                                                                                         ©LPi 

              Gospel Reflection 

              Readings 



 

“to everything there is a season and a time for every purpose 
under heaven” 

“a time to be born…” 
“a time to love…” 

“a time to be healed…” 
John Martin, Jim Horrell, Sue Pierce 

Angela, Sister of Melinda Reyes 
“a time to die” 

“and a time for peace” 
in our world, all people, both military and civilian who are in 

the midst of  war, or natural disasters.     
     Ecclesiastes 3:1f 

                Altar of Service 

Do you feel a calling to minister to our 
shut-ins? Please call the church office 
at 424-8231 for more information, or if 
you know of a parishioner who may be 
homebound and in need of communion 
brought to them. 

 

            Announcements              Mass Intentions 
As of the March 22, 2020, Mass, 
All intentions will be rescheduled 

When Sunday Mass resumes. 

Saint Mary’S Soup Kitchen 

Please mark your grocery lists for our Soup  
Kitchen.  This week we are asking for Noodles. 

 

Soup Kitchen Weekend Volunteers 

Saturday 10:00 am-1:00 pm 
Sunday 11:30 –1:00 pm 

 

Sunday, April 12th 
CLOSED—Easter Sunday 

 

Saturday, April 18th 
Jim Schmidt 

 

Sunday, April 19th 
Shanebrooks, John & Liz Peterson 

 

AVE MARIA HOUSE PANTRY NEEDS 

Zip Lock Small Sandwich & Large Garbage Bags 

EASTER SUNDAY APRIL 12, 2020 

ADULT CONFIRMATION 
Any person High School age, or any adult who has 
not received the sacrament of Confirmation and 
who would like to receive this year, please call the 
church office at 424-8231. 

 
 
 
 

 April 12: Weekly Church Offering 
   St. Vincent De Paul Offering 
 April 19: Weekly Church Offering 
 April 26: Weekly Church Offering 
   Catholic Home Missions 
 
 

You may mail in your offerings to the parish office, P.O.      
Box 11383, Fort Wayne, IN 46857-1383, during this time or 
you may use the Online Giving option on the parish website 
(www.stmarysfw.org).  Thank you! 

ATTENTION PLEASE 
Effective Wednesday, March 25, 2020 

Due to the continuing COVID - 19 world-wide pandemic and 
the ensuing mandates, rules, guidelines, etc. imposed on all of 
us by various Local, State and Federal Government officials, 
St. Mary Mother of God Catholic Church announces that until 
further notice the CHURCH OFFICE, AVE MARIA HOUSE, AND 
INCOME TAX PREP is CLOSED.  The Soup Kitchen will continue 
to be OPEN but at reduced hours.  Effective 3/25/2020, the 
SOUP KITCHEN will be OPEN seven days a week from 10-12pm 
each day. 

CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH 
It remains important for our Church to protect children and 
young persons from the evils of abuse. The Diocese of Fort 
Wayne-South Bend remains committed to upholding and    
following its guidelines, policies and procedures that were 
implemented for the protection of children and young       
people. These can be reviewed on the diocese’s website, 
www.diocesefwsb.org, under “Youth Protection.” 
 

If you have reason to believe that a minor may be a victim of 
child abuse or neglect, Indiana law requires that you report 
this to civil authorities. If you or someone you know was 
abused as a child or young person by an adult, you are        
encouraged to notify appropriate civil authorities of that 
abuse. In addition, if the    alleged abuser is or was a priest or 
deacon of the Catholic Church, you are encouraged to contact 
Mary Glowaski, victim assistance coordinator, at (260)         
399-1458 or mglowaski@diocesefwsb.org: or Rev. Mark    
Gurtner, Vicar General of the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South 
Bend, at P.O. Box 390, Fort Wayne, Indiana, 46801; at (260) 
399-1419; or at mgurtner@diocesefwsb.org.  
 

The diocese is committed to helping prevent the abuse or 
neglect of children and young people and to assist those who 
have suffered harm as a result of such abuse. 



 

Televised Holy Week Liturgies 
Fort Wayne area: 
Easter Sunday, 7 am: WPTA 21.3 (MyTV) | Frontier 9, 509 | 
Comcast 252, 1024, 1172 | DirecTV 22 
Easter Sunday, 10 am: WISE CW 33.1 | Frontier  6, 506 |  
Comcast 19, 1033 |  DirecTV 33 | Dish 34 
Easter Sunday, 10:30 am: WFFT-55 | Frontier 5 | Comcast 12 
| DircTV 55 | Dish 55 

Easter Greetings From Your Pastor… 
Dear Parishioners: 
EASTER GREETINGS to each of you and to all members of 
our SAINT MARY MOTHER of GOD Parish Family       
wherever they may be.  For all of us, this particular Lent and 
the upcoming Solemnity of Easter has been and will be        
celebrated in ways we never even dreamed about, all due to the 
COVID-19 VIRUS and its effects on both our physical as well 
as our spiritual lives.  I certainly never expected to celebrate 
my final Lent and Easter as a pastor watching from the       
sidelines!  Amid all of this upheaval in our lives and in the 
lives of those among us, as Catholic/Christians we should all 
keep a “stiff upper lip!”  Seemingly, most if not all of us, have 
some extra time on our hands now, and the true, sincere,     
follower of Jesus Christ will make every effort to use at least a 
good portion of this “extra” time to enhance our relationship 
with the God who made us and the God who keeps us in      
existence. 
 

So this year, it looks like the greatest Feast on the Christian 
calendar will be celebrated with our Churches being empty.  
Our Church may be empty, but not our hearts!  Amid the many 
crises that surround us this year, may we never forget the 
words of Sacred Scripture:  “This is the day the Lord has 
made—let us be glad and rejoice” for no matter how bleak 
things may seem, Jesus Christ has risen from the grave so 
we should shout out this message from windows, balconies, 
front porches and even our rooftops, JESUS CHRIST HAS    
RISEN - ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA! 
 

My deepest thanks to those of you who in your kindness and 
generosity have remembered our parish and it pastor at this 
most holy time and during the plague of this COVID-19     
VIRUS, and don’t forget to pray for all those afflicted with 
this scourge. 
   Sincerely yours in Christ, 
  Reverend Father Phillip Widmann 

DIOCESAN-WIDE CHAPLET OF DIVINE MERCY 
Join Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades starting on Friday, April 10 at 3 
p.m. to pray the Chaplet of Divine Mercy. Bishop encourages 
all faithful of our diocese to begin this prayer as a novena for 
an end to the coronavirus pandemic. To pray with Bishop, use 
his chaplet video (available on @diocesefwsb 
on Facebook and YouTube), at 3 p.m. each day beginning on 
Good Friday and concluding on Divine Mercy Sunday.ew 

DIOCESAN-WIDE REGINA COELI 
At 9 a.m. on Easter Sunday, church bells across the diocese 
will ring. At this time, Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades askes the  
faithful of the diocese to join in the Regina Coeli ("Queen of 
Heaven") prayer of praise to Mary and petition to God.  
 
 

The words to the Regina Coeli are: 
  
 

Queen of heaven, rejoice, alleluia.  
The Son whom you merited to bear, alleluia,  
has risen as he said, alleluia.  
Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia!  
For the Lord has truly risen, alleluia.  
 
 

Let us pray:  
O God, who through the resurrection of your Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, did vouch safe to give joy to the world; grant, we 
beseech you, that through his Mother, the Virgin Mary, we 
may obtain the joys of everlasting life.  Through the same 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 


