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ST. MARY MOTHER OF GOD CATHOLIC CHURCH
Readings for the week of April 5, 2020
Sunday:
Mt 21:1-11/Is 50:4-7/Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20,
23-24 [2a]/Phil 2:6-11/Mt 26:14—27:66 or
27:11-54
Monday:
Is 42:1-7/Ps 27:1, 2, 3, 13-14 [1a]/Jn 12:1-11
Tuesday:
Is 49:1-6/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5ab-6ab, 15 and 17
[cf. 15ab]/Jn 13:21-33, 36-38
Wednesday:
Is 50:4-9a/Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31 and 33-34
[14c]/Mt 26:14-25
Thursday:
Chrism Mass: Is 61:1-3a, 6a, 8b-9/Ps 89:21-22,
25 and 27 [2]/Rv 1:5-8/Lk 4:16-21
Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper: Ex 12:1-8, 11-14/Ps
116:12-13, 15-16bc, 17-18 [cf. 1 Cor 10:16]/1
Cor 11:23-26/Jn 13:1-15
Friday:
Is 52:13—53:12/Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-16, 17,
25 [Lk 23:46]/Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9/Jn 18:1—
19:42
Saturday Vigil: Gn 1:1—2:2 or 1:1, 26-31a/Ps 104:1-2, 5-6,
10, 12, 13-14, 24, 35 [30] or Ps 33:4-5, 6-7, 12
-13, 20-22 [5b]/Gn 22:1-18 or 22:1-2, 9a, 1013, 15-18/Ps 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11 [1]/Ex 14:15—
15:1/Ex 15:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 17-18 [1b]/Is 54:5-1
4/Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13 [2a]/Is 55:1-11/Is
12:2-3, 4, 5-6 [3]/Bar 3:9-15, 32—4:4/Ps 19:8,
9, 10, 11 [Jn 6:68c]/Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28/Ps
42:3, 5; 43:3, 4 [42:2] or Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6
[3] or Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 18-19 [12a]/Rom
6:3-11/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23/Mt 28:1-10
Next Sunday: Acts 10:34a, 37-43/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23
[24]/Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8/Jn 20:1-9 or Mt
28:1-10

Gospel
THE PASSION OF THE LORD—April 5, 2020
One of the Twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the
chief priests and said, “What are you willing to give me if I
hand him over to you?” They paid him thirty pieces of silver,
and from that time on he looked for an opportunity to hand
him over.
On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the disciples approached Jesus and said, “Where do you want us to
prepare for you to eat the Passover?” He said, “Go into the
city to a certain man and tell him, ‘The teacher says, “My appointed time draws near; in your house I shall celebrate the
Passover with my disciples.”’” The disciples then did as Jesus
had ordered, and prepared the Passover.
When it was evening, he reclined at table with the Twelve.
And while they were eating, he said, “Amen, I say to you, one
of you will betray me.” Deeply distressed at this, they began
to say to him one after another, “Surely it is not I, Lord?”
He said in reply, “He who has dipped his hand into the dish
with me is the one who will betray me. The Son of Man indeed goes, as it is written of him, but woe to that man by
whom the Son of Man is betrayed. It would be better for that
man if he had never been born.” Then Judas, his betrayer,
said in reply, “Surely it is not I, Rabbi?” He answered, “You
have said so.”
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is my body.” Then he took a cup, gave thanks, and gave it to
them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you, for this is my blood of
the covenant, which will be shed on behalf of many for the
forgiveness of sins. I tell you, from now on I hall not drink
this fruit of the vine until the day when I drink it with you
new in the kingdom of my Father.” Then, after singing a
hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.
Then Jesus said to them, “This night all of you will have your
faith in me shaken, for it is written: I will strike the shepherd,
and the sheep of the flock will be dispersed; but after I have
been raised up, I shall go before you to Galilee.” Peter said to
him in reply, “Though all may have their faith in you shaken,
mine will never be.” Jesus said to him, “Amen, I say to you,
this very night before the cock crows, you will deny me three
times.” Peter said to him, “Even though I should have to die
with you, I will not deny you.” And all the disciples spoke
likewise. Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I go over
there and pray.” He took along Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to feel sorrow and distress. Then he said to
them, “My soul is sorrowful even to death. Remain here and
keep watch with me.” He advanced a little and fell prostrate
in prayer, saying, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass
from me; yet, not as I will, but as you will.” When he returned
to his disciples he found them asleep. He said to Peter, “So
you could not keep watch with me for one hour? Watch and
pray that you may not undergo the test. The spirit is willing,
but the flesh is weak.” Withdrawing a second time, he prayed
again, “My Father, if it is not possible that this cup pass without my drinking it, your will be done!” Then he returned once
more and found them asleep, for they could not keep their
eyes open. He left them and withdrew again and prayed a
third time, saying the same thing again. Then he returned to
his disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? Behold, the hour is at hand when the Son of
Man is to be handed over to sinners. Get up, let us go. Look,
my betrayer is at hand.”
While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived,
accompanied by a large crowd, with swords and clubs, who
had come from the chief priests and the elders of the people.
His betrayer had arranged a sign with them, saying, “The
man I shall kiss is the one; arrest him.” Immediately he went
over to Jesus and said, “Hail, Rabbi!” and he kissed him. Jesus answered him, “Friend, do what you have come for.”
Then stepping forward they laid hands on Jesus and arrested
him. And behold, one of those who accompanied Jesus put
his hand to his sword, drew it, and struck the high priest’s
servant, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus said to him, “Put your
sword back into its sheath, for all who take the sword will
perish by the sword. Do you think that I cannot call upon my
Father and he will not provide me at this moment with more
than twelve legions of angels? But then how would the Scriptures be fulfilled which say that it must come to pass in this
way?” At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come
out as against a robber, with swords and clubs to seize me?
Day after day I sat teaching in the temple area, yet you did
not arrest me. But all this has come to pass that the writings
of the prophets may be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples left
him and fled.

Those who had arrested Jesus led him away to Caiaphas the
high priest, where the scribes and the elders were assembled.
While they were eating, Jesus took bread, said the blessing,
Peter was following him at a distance as far as the high
broke it, and giving it to his disciples said, “Take and eat; this priest’s courtyard, and going inside he sat down with the

THE PASSION OF THE LORD – continued
servants to see the outcome. The chief priests and the entire
Sanhedrin kept trying to obtain false testimony against Jesus
in order to put him to death, but they found none, though
many false witnesses came forward. Finally two came forward
who stated, “This man said, ‘I can destroy the temple of God
and within three days rebuild it.’” The high priest rose and
addressed him, “Have you no answer? What are these men
testifying against you?” But Jesus was silent. Then the high
priest said to him, “I order you to tell us under oath before
the living God whether you are the Christ, the Son of God.”
Jesus said to him in reply, “You have said so. But I tell you:
From now on you will see ‘the Son of Man seated at the right
hand of the Power’ and ‘coming on the clouds of heaven.’”
Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “He has blasphemed! What further need have we of witnesses? You have
now heard the blasphemy; what is your opinion?” They said
in reply, “He deserves to die!” Then they spat in his face and
struck him, while some slapped him, saying, “Prophesy for
us, Christ: who is it that struck you?” Now Peter was sitting
outside in the courtyard. One of the maids came over to him
and said, “You too were with Jesus the Galilean.” But he denied it in front of everyone, saying, “I do not know what you
are talking about!” As he went out to the gate, another girl
saw him and said to those who were there, “This man was
with Jesus the Nazorean.” Again he denied it with an oath, “I
do not know the man!” A little later the bystanders came over
and said to Peter, “Surely you too are one of them; even your
speech gives you away.” At that he began to curse and to
swear, “I do not know the man.” And immediately a cock
crowed. Then Peter remembered the word that Jesus had
spoken: “Before the cock crows you will deny me three
times.” He went out and began to weep bitterly.
When it was morning, all the chief priests and the elders of
the people took counsel against Jesus to put him to death.
They bound him, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate, the governor.

“Which one do you want me to release to you, Barabbas, or
Jesus called Christ?” For he knew that it was out of envy that
they had handed him over. While he was still seated on the
bench, his wife sent him a message, “Have nothing to do with
that righteous man. I suffered much in a dream today because of him.” The chief priests and the elders persuaded the
crowds to ask for Barabbas but to destroy Jesus. The governor said to them in reply, “Which of the two do you want me
to release to you?” They answered, Barabbas!” Pilate said to
them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus called Christ?”
They all said, “Let him be crucified!” But he said, “Why?
What evil has he done?” They only shouted the louder, “Let
him be crucified!” When Pilate saw that he was not succeeding at all, but that a riot was breaking out instead, he took
water and washed his hands in the sight of the crowd, saying,
“I am innocent of this man’s blood. Look to it yourselves.”
And the whole people said in reply, “His blood be upon us
and upon our children.” Then he released Barabbas to them,
but after he had Jesus scourged, he handed him over to be
crucified.
Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus inside the praetorium and gathered the whole cohort around him. They
stripped off his clothes and threw a scarlet military cloak
about him. Weaving a crown out of thorns, they placed it on
his head, and a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before
him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” They
spat upon him and took the reed and kept striking him on the
head. And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of
the cloak, dressed him in his own clothes, and led him off to
crucify him.
As they were going out, they met a Cyrenian named Simon;
this man they pressed into service to carry his cross. And
when they came to a place called Golgotha ¬—which means
Place of the Skull —, they gave Jesus wine to drink mixed
with gall. But when he had tasted it, he refused to drink. After
they had crucified him, they divided his garments by casting
lots; then they sat down and kept watch over him there. And
they placed over his head the written charge against him:
This is Jesus, the King of the Jews. Two revolutionaries were
crucified with him, one on his right and the other on his left.
Those passing by reviled him, shaking their heads and saying,
“You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three
days, save yourself, if you are the Son of God, and come down
from the cross!” Likewise the chief priests with the scribes
and elders mocked him and said, “He saved others; he cannot
save himself. So he is the king of Israel! Let him come down
from the cross now, and we will believe in him. He trusted in
God; let him deliver him now if he wants him. For he said, ‘I
am the Son of God.’” The revolutionaries who were crucified
with him also kept abusing him in the same way.

Then Judas, his betrayer, seeing that Jesus had been condemned, deeply regretted what he had done. He returned the
thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, saying, “I
have sinned in betraying innocent blood.” They said, “What is
that to us? Look to it yourself.” Flinging the money into the
temple, he departed and went off and hanged himself. The
chief priests gathered up the money, but said, “It is not lawful
to deposit this in the temple treasury, for it is the price of
blood.” After consultation, they used it to buy the potter’s
field as a burial place for foreigners. That is why that field
even today is called the Field of Blood. Then was fulfilled
what had been said through Jeremiah the prophet, And they
took the thirty pieces of silver, the value of a man with a price
on his head, a price set by some of the Israelites, and they
paid it out for the potter’s field just as the Lord had com- From noon onward, darkness came over the whole land until
manded me.
three in the afternoon. And about three o’clock Jesus cried
out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” which
Now Jesus stood before the governor, and he questioned him, means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” Some
“Are you the king of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” And of the bystanders who heard it said, “This one is calling for
when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he made Elijah.” Immediately one of them ran to get a sponge; he
no answer. Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how soaked it in wine, and putting it on a reed, gave it to him to
many things they are testifying against you?” But he did not drink. But the rest said, “Wait, let us see if Elijah comes to
answer him one word, so that the governor was greatly save him.” But Jesus cried out again in a loud voice, and gave
amazed.
up his spirit.
Now on the occasion of the feast the governor was accustomed to release to the crowd one prisoner whom they
wished. And at that time they had a notorious prisoner called
Barabbas. So when they had assembled, Pilate said to them,

And behold, the veil of the sanctuary was torn in two from top
to bottom. The earth quaked, rocks were split, tombs were
opened, and the bodies of many saints who had fallen asleep
were raised. And coming forth from their tombs after his
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resurrection, they entered the holy city and appeared to
many. The centurion and the men with him who were keeping watch over Jesus feared greatly when they saw the earthquake and all that was happening, and they said, “Truly, this
was the Son of God!” There were many women there, looking
on from a distance, who had followed Jesus from Galilee,
ministering to him. Among them were Mary Magdalene and
Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of the
sons of Zebedee. When it was evening, there came a rich man
from Arimathea named Joseph, who was himself a disciple of
Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus; then
Pilate ordered it to be handed over. Taking the body, Joseph
wrapped it in clean linen and laid it in his new tomb that he
had hewn in the rock. Then he rolled a huge stone across the
entrance to the tomb and departed. But Mary Magdalene and
the other Mary remained sitting there, facing the tomb.
The next day, the one following the day of preparation, the
chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate and
said, “Sir, we remember that this impostor while still alive
said, ‘After three days I will be raised up.’ Give orders, then,
that the grave be secured until the third day, lest his disciples
come and steal him and say to the people, ‘He has been raised
from the dead.’ This last imposture would be worse than the
first.” Pilate said to them, “The guard is yours; go, secure it as
best you can.” So they went and secured the tomb
by fixing a seal to the stone and setting the guard.

Gospel Reflection
Human beings are united in their suffering. When we find
ourselves in a painful moment, our first reaction is “why
me?” as if we are the only person on earth who ever encountered this challenge. Going through life with a “why me” attitude only finds us wallowing in the mire of self-pity and never
seizing opportunities or graces. We walk in solidarity with
every human being in the experience of suffering. Believing
that the goal of life is the elimination or avoidance of suffering is simply an illusion that keeps us entrenched in a collective myth. This myth distorts us and limits us.
There are living witnesses among us showing how courage
and determination can overcome any degree of hardship,
pain, loss, or tragedy. Folks finding the normalcy of their
lives suddenly torn asunder are faced with options: opportunity or despair, stay or leave. Jesus stands before us as the
prime example of endurance and perseverance. He is the One
who showed humility through both the triumphs of life (by
learning to be humble) and the tragedies and injustices (by
learning how to be obedient). To secular ears, this may be
perceived as nonsense. But to those with the eyes of faith,
they are pearls of great price.
True humility tempers the temptation we have to become
complacent and prevents an excessive relishing of life’s successes and affirmations. Learning obedience keeps us faithful
to our relationship with God so that we can find the courage
to endure any depth of hardship, disappointment, betrayal,
or agony. While we may want our cup of suffering to be taken
away, it simply cannot be. Somehow and somewhere in the
seemingly opposing experiences life can deal us, God is present with His reassuring, compassionate, empowering, and
persevering love. To be true to who we are and who God is,
we must take up the cross of suffering, even when it’s the

hardest and most apparently senseless thing to do. Only our
soul can understand these things, but our minds cannot, so
they continue to run to secular ideas and solutions to pain
and hardship. It goes without saying that we need to do all we
can to eliminate as much senseless, unjust suffering as possible. Hunger, violence, abuse, exploitation, rejection, prejudice, homelessness, disrespect for life, and a whole host of
other sins all result in suffering that is within our control.
Then, when we face the uncontrollable kind of suffering or
find ourselves the victim of injustice, what do we do?

Easter Greetings From Your Pastor…
Dear Parishioners:
EASTER GREETINGS to each of you and to all members of our
SAINT MARY MOTHER of GOD Parish Family wherever they
may be. For all of us, this particular Lent and the upcoming
Solemnity of Easter has been and will be celebrated in ways
we never even dreamed about, all due to the COVID-19 VIRUS
and its effects on both our physical as well as our spiritual
lives. I certainly never expected to celebrate my final Lent
and Easter as a pastor watching from the sidelines! Amid all
of this upheaval in our lives and in the lives of those among
us, as Catholic/Christians we should all keep a “stiff upper lip!”
Seemingly, most if not all of us, have some extra time on our
hands now, and the true, sincere, follower of Jesus Christ will
make every effort to use at least a good portion of this “extra”
time to enhance our relationship with the God who made us
and the God who keeps us in existence.
So this year, it looks like the greatest Feast on the Christian
calendar will be celebrated with our Churches being empty.
Our Church may be empty, but not our hearts! Amid the
many crises that surround us this year, may we never forget
the words of Sacred Scripture: “This is the day the Lord has
made—let us be glad and rejoice” for no matter how bleak
things may seem, Jesus Christ has risen from the grave so we
should shout out this message from windows, balconies,
front porches and even our rooftops, JESUS CHRIST HAS
RISEN - ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA!
My deepest thanks to those of you who in your kindness and
generosity have remembered our parish and it pastor at this
most holy time and during the plague of this COVID-19 VIRUS,
and don’t forget to pray for all those afflicted with this
scourge.
Sincerely yours in Christ,
Reverend Father Phillip Widmann

“to everything there is a season and a time for every purpose
under heaven”
“a time to be born…”
“a time to love…”
“a time to be healed…”
John Martin, Jim Horrell, Sue Pierce
Angela, Sister of Melinda Reyes
“a time to die”
Kenneth Vonderhaar,
brother-in-law of parishioner, Mike Rorrick
“and a time for peace”
in our world, all people, both military and civilian who are in
the midst of war, or natural disasters.
Ecclesiastes 3:1f

PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD

Mass Intentions
As of the March 22, 2020, Mass,
all intentions will be rescheduled
when Sunday Mass resumes.

Altar of Service
Saint Mary’S Soup Kitchen
Please mark your grocery lists for our Soup
Kitchen. This week we are asking for Rice.
Soup Kitchen Weekend Volunteers
Saturday 10:00 am-1:00 pm
Sunday 11:30 –1:00 pm
Sunday, April 5th
Amy V., Fairmans
Saturday, April 11th
Cyndy Elick 9:30-1
Sunday, April 12th
Easter Sunday—Closed
AVE MARIA HOUSE PANTRY NEEDS
Cold Cereal, Snacks, and Kool-Aid

APRIL 5, 2020

Announcements
ATTENTION PLEASE
Effective Wednesday, March 25, 2020
Due to the continuing COVID - 19 world-wide pandemic and
the ensuing mandates, rules, guidelines, etc. imposed on all of
us by various Local, State and Federal Government officials,
St. Mary Mother of God Catholic Church announces that until
further notice the CHURCH OFFICE, AVE MARIA HOUSE, AND
INCOME TAX PREP is CLOSED. The Soup Kitchen will continue
to be OPEN but at reduced hours. Effective 3/25/2020, the
SOUP KITCHEN will be OPEN seven days a week from 10-12pm
each day.
TV MASS
Participate in a livestream Mass with Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades
every Sunday at 10 a.m. To join, visit the Diocese of Fort
Wayne-South Bend YouTube or Facebook pages by searching
for “@diocesefwsb.” Other alternative Mass options, current
diocesan
directives
and
more
can
be
found
at www.diocesefwsb.org/covid-19.
Mass will be televised weekly in the Fort Wayne area on
Sundays at:
7 a.m. on WPTA 21.3 (MyTV), Frontier: 9 and 509, Comcast:
252, 1024, and 1172, and DirecTV 22.
10 a.m. Mass on WISE CW 33.1, Frontier 6 and 506, Comcast
19 and 1033, DirecTV 33, and Dish channel 34.
The WFFT TV 10:30 Mass will be suspended after Sunday,
April 12. (Currently it is aired on FOX Ch. 55, Frontier Ch. 5
and Comcast Ch. 12).
Watch current and past Sunday Masses from Heart of the
Nation online anytime at: www.heartofthenation.org/onlinemass/sunday-mass.

The Pontifical Good Friday Collection
Pope Francis has asked our parish to support the Pontifical
Good Friday Collection, which helps Christians in the Holy
Land. Your support helps the church minister in parishes,
provide Catholic schools and offer religious education. The
Pontifical Good Friday Collection also helps to preserve the
sacred shrines. The wars, unrest and instability have been
especially hard on Christians. In these times of crisis, the
Pontifical Good Friday Collection provides humanitarian aid to
refugees. When you contribute to the Pontifical Good Friday
Collection, you become an instrument of peace and join with
Catholics around the world in solidarity with the Church in the
Holy Land. PLEASE BE GENEROUS! For more information
about
Christians
in
the
Holy
Land,
visit
www.myfranciscan.org/good-friday.

April 5th:
April 10:
April 12:

Weekly Church Offering
Holy Land Good Friday Offering
Weekly Church Offering
St. Vincent De Paul Offering
April 19:
Weekly Church Offering
You may mail in your offerings to the parish office, P.O.
Box 11383, Fort Wayne, IN 46857-1383, during this time or
you may use the Online Giving option on the parish website
(www.stmarysfw.org). Thank you!

ADULT CONFIRMATION
Any person High School age, or any adult who has
not received the sacrament of Confirmation and
who would like to receive this year, please call the
church office at 424-8231.
Do you feel a calling to minister to
our shut-ins? Please call the
church office at 424-8231 for
more information, or if you know
of a parishioner who may be
homebound and in need of
communion brought to them.

LENT 2020
The HOLY SEASON OF LENT 2020, which is Forty Days in length (and which
begins this coming Wednesday), is designed to enable each one of us to be able to
celebrate with complete spiritual joy, the most important feast of our Catholic/
Christian Faith – EASTER/THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST. In this process, the receiving of the Sacrament of Penance (Confession) is vitally important. But along with Confession comes the duty for each of us to set aside some extra time each day for private/personal prayer with the Lord. All of us, no matter who we are or how busy we might be, can
give Almighty God an extra minute or two of our time each day during this HOLY SEASON. Consequently, each week, during LENT 2020, your parish will
provide you with a brief thought and prayer for each of Lent’s Forty Days. It
will take you a minute or less to read the thought and to say the prayer each day.
REMEMBER, God is more interested in “QUALITY PRAYER” than He is with
“QUANITY PRAYER.” EACH AND EVERY LENT IS IMPORTANT BECAUSE FOR ALL OF US, SOME LENT WILL BE OUR LAST LENT HERE
ON EARTH. WE MUST USE WISELY THE TIME GOD GIVES US, BECAUSE LENT 2020 JUST MIGHT BE OUR LAST AND WE FACE THE
JUDGMENT OF ALMIGHTY GOD!
DAY 35
TO PUT LOVE INTO ACTION. Saint Augustine was asked the question:
“What does love look like?” Augustine’s response was: “It has the hands to help
others. It has the feet to hasten to the poor and needy. It has eyes to see misery
and want. It has ears to hear the sighs and sorrows of men. That is what love
looks like.” PRAYER: Dear God, let me put love into action moment to moment, minute to minute, hour by hour, day by day, month by month, year by
year all the days of my life. Scripture reference John 13:34.

DAY 36
TO BRING LIGHT. There is an ancient Chinese proverb which teaches that “It
is better to light a candle than to curse the darkness.” PRAYER: Dear God, allow me to be a beacon of light for all who are discouraged and despairing, weary
and worn out so that they will not curse the darkness. Scripture reference Matthew 5:14.

DAY 37
FOR A MORE CAREFUL STUDY OF THE GOSPEL. Russian Orthodox Saint
Tikhon of Zadonsk said: “If an earthly King - our Tsar - wrote you a letter
would you not read it with joy…and with careful attention? The King of Heaven has sent you a letter – the Gospels.” PRAYER: Dear God, create in me a desire to set aside time each day to study and reflect on Sacred Scripture, especially the Gospels. Scripture reference Psalm 119:47.

DAY 38
TO OVERLOOK FAULTS. “Every person should keep a fair-sized cemetery in
which to bury the faults of his friends,” so said social reformer, Henry Ward
Beecher. PRAYER: Dear God, let me be ignorant of the faults of others. Scripture reference Luke 6:37.

DAY 39
FOR GREATER INNER PEACE. Dante Alighteri, Italian poet (and author of
“The Divine Comedy”) summed this up simply by saying: “In His (God’s) will is
our peace.” PRAYER: Dear God, help me to cultivate Your peace which surpasses all understanding. Scripture reference Philippians 4:7.

DAY 40

TO CONTINUE TO ADVANCE SPIRITUALLY. Author and poet, George MacDonald said: “All growth that is not toward God is growing to decay.” PRAYER: Dear God, may my Lenten practices help me to make great advances in my
spiritual life, and may those advances continue throughout the coming years.
Scripture reference Luke 2:52.

