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Parish Mission Statement
“Believing in faith in action, St. Mary Mother
of God Catholic Church strives to reach out to
others through the joyful celebration of Word
and Sacrament, embracing diversity, and
working for peace, justice, and non-violence.”
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Sacraments

Matrimony
Arrangements are to be made with priest at least
6 months in advance. Pre-marriage instruction
required.
Sick and Communion Call
Please keep the Church Office informed of the
sick and homebound, particularly when there is
serious illness.
Baptism
For details please call the Church Office.
Baptismal Preparation is required for parents.
Reconciliation
Sunday: 10:00am-10:30am OR
Anytime by appointment.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
Call Parish Office for information.

Parish Pastoral Council
Nov, Jan, Mar, May, 1st Sunday, after Mass

Bulletin Deadline

Monday 12:00 pm
Call or email submissions.

Parish Membership Welcome

Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us, whether visitors, long time residents, or newly
arrived in the parish. We thank God for you. If you wish to register, please call the parish
office, pick up a registration form in the pew, or complete below and place in collection basket.
Name__________________________________________ Phone No _______________________
Address________________________________________________________________________
City___________________________________________ Zip _____________________________
Check one:
____ New Parishioner ____ New Address ____ New Phone Number ____ Moving, remove from list

ST. MARY MOTHER OF GOD CATHOLIC CHURCH

Sunday Readings
March 29th, 2020 - 5th Sunday of Lent

First Reading
EZ 37:12-14
Thus says the Lord GOD: O my people, I will open your graves
and have you rise from them, and bring you back to the land of
Israel. Then you shall know that I am the LORD,
when I open your graves and have you rise from them, O my
people! I will put my spirit in you that you may live, and I will
settle you upon your land; thus you shall know that I am the LORD.
I have promised, and I will do it, says the LORD.
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6,7-8
Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD; LORD, hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to my voice in supplication.
R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.
If you, O LORD, mark iniquities, LORD, who can stand? But with
you is forgiveness, that you may be revered.
R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.
I trust in the LORD; my soul trusts in his word. More than
sentinels wait for the dawn, let Israel wait for the LORD.
R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. For
with the LORD is kindness and with him is plenteous redemption;
And he will redeem Israel from all their iniquities.
R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.
Second Reading
Romans 8:8-11
Brothers and sisters: Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
But you are not in the flesh; on the contrary, you are in the spirit, if
only the Spirit of God dwells in you. Whoever does not have the
Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you,
although the body is dead because of sin, the spirit is alive because
of righteousness. If the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the
dead dwells in you, the one who raised Christ from the dead will
give life to your mortal bodies also, through his Spirit dwelling in
you.
Verse Before the Gospel
I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord; whoever believes
in me, even if he dies, will never die.
Gospel Reading
John 11:1-45
Now a man was ill, Lazarus from Bethany, the village of Mary and
her sister Martha. Mary was the one who had anointed the Lord
with perfumed oil and dried his feet with her hair; it was her brother
Lazarus who was ill. So the sisters sent word to him saying,
“Master, the one you love is ill.” Then Jesus heard this he said,
“This illness is not to end in death, but is for the glory of God, that
the Son of God may be glorified through it.” Now Jesus loved
Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So when he heard that he was
ill, he remained for two days in the place where he was. Then after
this he said to his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.” The
disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just trying to stone
you, and you want to go back there?” Jesus answered, “Are there
not twelve hours in a day? If one walks during the day, he does not
stumble, because he sees the light of this world. But if one walks at
night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” He said this,
and then told them, “Our friend Lazarus is asleep, but I am going to
awaken him.” So the disciples said to him, “Master, if he is asleep,
he will be saved.” But Jesus was talking about his death, while they
thought that he meant ordinary sleep. So then Jesus said to them
clearly, “Lazarus has died. And I am glad for you that I was not
there, that you may believe. Let us go to him.” So Thomas, called
Didymus, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go to die with
him.”
When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the
tomb for four days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, only about
two miles away. And many of the Jews had come to Martha and
Mary to comfort them about their brother. When Martha heard that
Jesus was coming, she went to meet him; but Mary sat at home.
Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother
would not have died. But even now I know that whatever you ask
of God, God will give you.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will
rise.” Martha said to him, “I know he will rise, in the resurrection
on the last day.” Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life;
whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live, and everyone
who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?”
She said to him, “Yes, Lord. I have come to believe that you are the
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Christ, the Son of God, the one who is coming into the world.”
When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary
secretly, saying, “The teacher is here and is asking for you.” As
soon as she heard this, she rose quickly and went to him. For Jesus
had not yet come into the village, but was still where Martha had
met him.
So when the Jews who were with her in the house comforting her
saw Mary get up quickly and go out, they followed her,
presuming that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When
Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and
said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not
have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who had
come with her weeping, he became perturbed and deeply troubled,
and said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Sir, come
and see.” And Jesus wept. So the Jews said, “See how he loved
him.” But some of them said, “Could not the one who opened the
eyes of the blind man have done something so that this man would
not have died?”
So Jesus, perturbed again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a
stone lay across it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the
dead man’s sister, said to him, “Lord, by now there will be a
stench; he has been dead for four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I
not tell you that if you believe you will see the glory of God?” So
they took away the stone. And Jesus raised his eyes and said,
“Father, I thank you for hearing me. I know that you always hear
me; but because of the crowd here I have said this, that they may
believe that you sent me.” And when he had said this, He cried out
in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, tied
hand and foot with burial bands, and his face was wrapped in a
cloth. So Jesus said to them, “Untie him and let him go.”
Now many of the Jews who had come to Mary and seen what he
had done began to believe in him.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Reflection
March 29th, 2020 - 5th Sunday of Lent

Even though we say that we believe, there is a part of us that
doesn’t. There are many times in our lives when we experience
death, whether it be the physical death of someone we love, a failed
relationship, the loss of a job, or a broken dream. As we are going
through these death experiences, we can easily find ourselves
reaching out to God to make it better and fix it! We think that the
proper order of life is to maintain the things of this world,
especially those things that are essential to our sense of well-being
and security. We do not like change. The grieving that comes from
our death experiences can keep us stuck and in despair. If we have
lost something or someone of great value, the very meaning and
essence of life is lost with them. We need gentle companions to lift
us from despair and that is precisely who God desires to be in our
life as well.
God calls us out of our tombs, where we have been closed up in
fear and despair, and shouts, “Come out!” He desperately wants to
show us the path to hope and the new life that is possible after loss
and death. But our faith can be weak, and we still prefer to cling to
the memory of what we had rather than the joyful possibilities of
tomorrow. We sometimes live as if God is not real and that the
transformative power of His resurrected presence is a story found in
the Bible rather than a narrative unfolding in our lives.
God is the God of surprises, not our demise. God opens new
possibilities, begins new chapters, creates new verses, and brings us
to new heights! We spend so much time and energy ruminating
over what we left behind yesterday that we are far too tired to see
what can unfold tomorrow. Loving someone new doesn’t negate
our past loves. Embracing the love of a person, God, or life itself
tomorrow doesn’t diminish the love of yesterday. Each of our loves
is different, and one cannot be replaced by another. They don’t
cancel each other out. God truly has tended to every detail of our
lives, and if we listen to each detail, we find that they all lead us
back to Him. Jesus wants us to come out of our closed-up tombs.
Are we going to listen this time?
©LPi

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
ATTENTION PLEASE
Effective Wednesday, March 25, 2020
Due to the continuing COVID - 19 world-wide pandemic and
the ensuing mandates, rules, guidelines, etc. imposed on all of
us by various Local, State and Federal Government officials,
St. Mary Mother of God Catholic Church announces that until
further notice the CHURCH OFFICE, AVE MARIA HOUSE, AND
INCOME TAX PREP is CLOSED. The Soup Kitchen will continue
to be OPEN but at reduced hours. Effective 3/25/2020, the
SOUP KITCHEN will be OPEN seven days a week from 10-12pm
each day.

Mass Intentions
As of the March 22, 2020, Mass, all intentions
will be rescheduled when Sunday Mass resumes.

Altar of Service
Saint Mary’S Soup Kitchen
Please mark your grocery lists for our Soup Kitchen.
This week we are asking for INSTANT POTATOES.
Soup Kitchen
Sunday through Saturday
10 a.m. - 12 Noon
AVE MARIA HOUSE PANTRY NEEDS
Cold Cereal, Snacks, & Kool Aid
“to everything there is a season and a time for every purpose
under heaven”
“a time to be born…”
“a time to love…”
“a time to be healed…”
John Martin, Jim Horrell, Sue Pierce, Mary Ellen Nolte &
those whose lives have been affected by the Coronavirus
“a time to die”
“and a time for peace”
in our world, all people, both military and civilian
who are in the midst of war or natural disasters.
Ecclesiastes 3:1f

Readings for the week of March 29, 2020
Sunday:
Ez 37:12-14/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 [7]/
Rom 8:8-11/Jn 11:1-45 or 11:3-7, 17, 20-27,
33b-45
Monday:
Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41c-62/
Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [4ab]/Jn 8:1-11
Tuesday:
Nm 21:4-9/Ps 102:2-3, 16-18, 19-21/Jn 8:2130
Wednesday:
Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95/Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55,
56/Jn 8:31-42
Thursday:
Gn 17:3-9/Ps 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [8a]/Jn 8:5159
Friday:
Jer 20:10-13/Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7 [cf. 7]/
Jn 10:31-42
Saturday:
Ez 37:21-28/Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13 [cf.
10d]/Jn 11:45-56
Next Sunday: Mt 21:1-11/Is 50:4-7/Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20,
23-24 [2a]/Phil 2:6-11/Mt 26:14—27:66 or
27:11-54

MARCH 29, 2020

Announcements
TV MASS
Participate in a livestream Mass with Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades
every Sunday at 10 a.m. To join, visit the Diocese of Fort
Wayne-South Bend YouTube or Facebook pages by searching
for “@diocesefwsb.” Other alternative Mass options, current
diocesan
directives
and
more
can
be
found
at www.diocesefwsb.org/covid-19.
Mass will be televised weekly in the Fort Wayne area on
Sundays at:
7 a.m. on WPTA 21.3 (MyTV), Frontier: 9 and 509, Comcast:
252, 1024, and 1172, and DirecTV 22.
10 a.m. Mass on WISE CW 33.1, Frontier 6 and 506, Comcast
19 and 1033, DirecTV 33, and Dish channel 34.
The WFFT TV 10:30 Mass will be suspended after Sunday,
April 12. (Currently it is aired on FOX Ch. 55, Frontier Ch. 5
and Comcast Ch. 12).
Watch current and past Sunday Masses from Heart of the
Nation online anytime at: www.heartofthenation.org/onlinemass/sunday-mass.

Availability of Masses for Intentions
What better way to honor your loved ones than to have a
Mass said for them. The Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception has availability for masses. Please call 424-1485 or
stop in to schedule masses. Each mass requires a $10 stipend.
SEDER MEAL
Due to the current health concerns of the
Coronavirus (COVID-19), this years Seder Meal has
been CANCELLED.
DISABILITY AWARENESS MONTH
Let your actions speak for themselves...There are 54 million
Americans with disabilities. Think about these three tips when
you communicate and interact with people with disabilities
who live, work, go to school, play, worship and volunteer in
your community.
• When speaking with a person who uses a wheelchair, try
to place yourself at eye level in front of the person to
facilitate the conversation.
• To get the attention of a person who is Deaf, tap the
person on the shoulder or wave your hand. Look directly
at the person and speak clearly and slowly to determine if
the person can read your lips.
• Listen attentively when you’re talking with a person who
has difficulty speaking. Be patient and wait for the person
to finish, rather than correcting or speaking for the
person. If necessary, ask short questions that require
short answers, a nod or shake of the head.

March 29th:
April 5th:
April 10:
April 12:

Weekly Church Offering
Weekly Church Offering
Holy Land Good Friday Offering
Weekly Church Offering
St. Vincent De Paul Offering
You may mail in your offerings to the parish office, P.O.
Box 11383, Fort Wayne, IN 46857-1383, during this time or
you may use the Online Giving option on the parish website
(www.stmarysfw.org). Thank you!

LENT 2020
The HOLY SEASON OF LENT 2020, which is Forty Days in length (and which
begins this coming Wednesday), is designed to enable each one of us to be able to
celebrate with complete spiritual joy, the most important feast of our Catholic/
Christian Faith – EASTER/THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD AND
SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST. In this process, the receiving of the Sacrament of
Penance (Confession) is vitally important. But along with Confession comes the
duty for each of us to set aside some extra time each day for private/personal
prayer with the Lord. All of us, no matter who we are or how busy we might be,
can give Almighty God an extra minute or two of our time each day during this
HOLY SEASON. Consequently, each week, during LENT 2020, your parish will
provide you with a brief thought and prayer for each of Lent’s Forty Days. It
will take you a minute or less to read the thought and to say the prayer each day.
REMEMBER, God is more interested in “QUALITY PRAYER” than He is with
“QUANITY PRAYER.”
EACH AND EVERY LENT IS IMPORTANT
BECAUSE FOR ALL OF US, SOME LENT WILL BE OUR LAST LENT
HERE ON EARTH. WE MUST USE WISELY THE TIME GOD GIVES US,
BECAUSE LENT 2020 JUST MIGHT BE OUR LAST AND WE FACE THE
JUDGMENT OF ALMIGHTY GOD!
DAY 29
TO BE FAR MORE LOVING: Poet and cleric, Jonathan Swift, made this rather
sad judgment: “We have just enough religion to make us hate, but not enough to
make us love one another.” PRAYER: Dear God, help me to love everyone and
show that all are included in Your love. Scripture reference: 1Peter 4:8.
DAY 30
FOR PATIENCE IN SUFFERING. Saint Ignatius of Loyola made this interesting observation: “If God sends you many sufferings, it is a sign that He has great
plans for you and certainly wants to make you a saint.” PRAYER: Dear God, let
me bear troubles and traumas with patience and with complete trust in You.
Scripture reference: Proverbs 3:5.

Day 31
TO RESIST TEMPTATION. Author Erwin Lutzer said that: “temptation is not
a sin; it is a call to battle.” PRAYER: Dear God, grant me the grace to resist the
worldly temptations of materialism, commercialism and greed. Scripture
reference: James 1:14.
DAY 32

FOR PERSEVERANCE IN GOOD WORKS. In ancient times, a Greek named
Aesop wrote: “No act of kindness, however small, is ever wasted.” PRAYER:
Dear God, protect me from discouragement as I serve others in Your name.
Scripture reference: Galatians 6:9.
DAY 33
TO BE A MIRROR. Father Edward Hays reminds people to “simply be the
mirror in which others can see themselves as God sees them.” PRAYER: Dear
God, may I reflect back to people their own essential desire to love, to care and
to be kind. Scripture reference: 1Thessalonians 5:11.
DAY 34
FOR AN OPEN HEART. “God sends no one away empty except those who are
full of themselves,” so said D. Moody. PRAYER: Dear God, let me have an open
and receptive heart. Scripture reference Ephesians 1:18.

