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Mass Schedule
Sunday - 10:45 am
Holy Day - 5:15 pm

Parish Office
1101 S. Lafayette • Ft. Wayne, IN 46802
Hours........... Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4:00 pm
Fri. 8:30 am-2:00 pm
Telephone .......................... (260) 424-8231
Fax ...................................... (260) 426-2029
Email ................ stmarysfw@stmarysfw.org
Mail .................................... P.O. Box 11383
Ft. Wayne, IN 46857-1383

Parish Staff
Pastoral Associate & SVDP
Anthony Henry .................. (260) 424-8231
Sacramental Coordinator
Mary Kay Matasky ............ (260) 424-8231
Music Director
Greg Childs ....................... (260) 424-8231
Mary’s Kids Director
Therese Spencer………….(260) 747-4242
Liturgical Environment
Chuck Luther ..................... (260) 424-8231
Wedding Coordinator
Rebecca Silkworth ............ (260) 223-7018

Parish Mission Statement
“Believing in faith in action, St. Mary Mother
of God Catholic Church strives to reach out to
others through the joyful celebration of Word
and Sacrament, embracing diversity, and
working for peace, justice, and non-violence.”

Office & Hall Manager/Bulletin Editor
Sue Koester ...................... (260) 424-8231
Business Manager
Julie Crouch ...................... (260) 424-8231
Receptionist
Karen Grashoff ................. (260) 424-8231
Nursery Director
Judy Parrott ...................... (260) 420-1929
Building Operations/SK Deliveries
Tom Freehill……………….(260)424-8231
St. Mary's Soup Kitchen Director
Diane Day ......................... (260) 426-1217
St. Mary’s Soup Kitchen Asst. Director
John Martin………………..(260) 426-1217
Soup Kitchen Volunteer Coordinator
Dee Kumfer ...................... (260) 422-4968
Soup Kitchen Volunteer Coordinator—
Weekends
Val Vorndran……………...(260) 450-5170
Ave Maria House
Dottie Carpenter…………..(260) 424-3355
Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council
Joanne Miller………………(260) 492-9273

Sacraments

Matrimony
Arrangements are to be made with priest at least
6 months in advance. Pre-marriage instruction
required.
Sick and Communion Call
Please keep the Church Office informed of the
sick and homebound, particularly when there is
serious illness.
Baptism
For details please call the Church Office.
Baptismal Preparation is required for parents.
Reconciliation
Sunday: 10:00am-10:30am OR
Anytime by appointment.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
Call Parish Office for information.

Parish Pastoral Council
Nov, Jan, Mar, May, 1st Sunday, after Mass

Bulletin Deadline

Monday 12:00 pm
Call or email submissions.

Parish Membership Welcome

Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us, whether visitors, long time residents, or newly
arrived in the parish. We thank God for you. If you wish to register, please call the parish
office, pick up a registration form in the pew, or complete below and place in collection basket.
Name__________________________________________ Phone No _______________________
Address________________________________________________________________________
City___________________________________________ Zip _____________________________
Check one:
____ New Parishioner ____ New Address ____ New Phone Number ____ Moving, remove from list

ST. MARY MOTHER OF GOD CATHOLIC CHURCH

Gospel Reflection
March 22nd, 2020 - 4th Sunday of Lent
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” Jesus wants to motivate
each one of us to see the truth. After developing a relationship
with Jesus, the blind man “sees” as someone very special. The
Pharisees, due to the blindness caused by their ignorance,
prejudice, and need for self-preservation, still remain blind.
Presuppositions, prejudices, assumptions, and our needs can
easily blind us to truth. We see what we want or need to see and
not what is really there. In addition, our stubbornness continues
to convince us that we are right and that our vision is perfect.
Only God can complete the picture.
Look around at our world. So much of what is happening today
is due to the reluctance of folks to allow themselves to be
stretched and brought to see what is really there. Many react to
what life presents to them more with the lenses of ignorance
than lenses of clarity. The Gospel carries great transformative
value. With it, God corrects our vision and replaces our limited
sight with the fullness of his sight. God opens our eyes so that
we can see that it is not about preserving what we have created
but of living in the immensity and wonder of God’s kingdom.
“to everything there is a season and a time for every purpose
under heaven”
“a time to be born…”
“a time to love…”
“a time to be healed…”
John Martin, Jim Horrell, Sue Pierce
Angela, Sister of Melinda Reyes
“a time to die”
“and a time for peace”
in our world, all people, both military and civilian who are in
the midst of war, or natural disasters.
Ecclesiastes 3:1f

Readings for the week of March 22, 2020
Sunday:
1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6
[1]/Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-41 or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34
-38
Monday:
Is 65:17-21/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a and 13b
[2a]/Jn 4:43-54
Tuesday:
Ez 47:1-9, 12/Ps 46: 2-3, 5-6, 8-9/Jn 5:1-16
Wednesday:
Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 11 [8a
and 9a]/Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38
Thursday:
Ex 32:7-14/Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23 [4a]/Jn
5:31-47
Friday:
Wis 2:1a, 12-22/Ps 34:17-18, 19-20, 21 and 23
[19a]/Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30
Saturday:
Jer 11:18-20/Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-12 [2a]/Jn
7:40-53
Next Sunday: Ez 37:12-14/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 [7]/Rom
8:8-11/Jn 11:1-45 or 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45
Do you feel a calling to minister to
our shut-ins? Please call the church
office at 424-8231 for more
information, or if you know of a
parishioner who may be homebound
and in need of communion brought to
them.

FORT WAYNE, IN

Through a simple, loving relationship with God, we can break
through the tethers of prejudice, eradicate fear, dispel the
darkness of hatred and sin, discover freedom, live in peace,
work for justice, be effective stewards of creation, assist the
migrant and the immigrant, and safeguard our economic
systems and policies so that they truly serve all of God’s
children. What we see is often an artificial lie. Our truth is much
bigger than what our limited sight believes it to be. Allow God
to work in and through you. Do not be afraid. Be open and be
humble enough to know that you need help. Many human
beings are living with severe cataracts that produce sight that is
at best blurred. Are you one of them?
©LPi

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
A Prayer To Be Open To God's Will
Good and gracious God, I know that
03-25-2020
life can be unpredictable. Sometimes I
know what is good and right, but I don't
have the courage to do it. Sometimes I
am so busy with my own affairs, I forget
to see the needs of people in front of me.
Sometimes I am set in my own ways,
and I resist growing and learning. Help
me, Lord, to be open to Your will. When
You prompt me to do the right thing, give me the courage to do
it. When those around me need my help, give me Your heart to
love them. When I'm stuck in my own ways, give me the grace
to grow closer to You every day. Give me the trust and
confidence of Mary. Let it be done unto me according to Your
word! Amen.

Liturgical
Roles

Sunday, March 22nd - 4th Sunday of Lent
Sacristan: Sue Koester
Commentator/Petitions: Carmen Doyle
Servers: Michelle Obioma, Nicole Obioma, Michael Obioma
First Reading: Patrick Mitoraj
Second Reading: John Brennan
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:
Deacon Kohrman, Sue Koester, Kelly O’Neil, Maxine Stovall
Ushers: Liz Peterson, Ken Yahne, Dennis Doyle, Kera Parrot
Greeters: Katy & Judy Parrott
Sunday, March 29th
Sacristan: Sue Berghoff
Commentator/Petitions: Dottie Carpenter
Servers: Michelle Obioma, Nicole Obioma, Michael Obioma
First Reading: Maxine Stovall
Second Reading: Joe Miller
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:
Deacon Kohrman, Sue Berghoff, Liz Peterson, Kate Brogan,
Ushers: Christine Myles, Jasmin Myles, Julie Huth, Jim Huth
Greeters: Christine & Jasmine Myles,
Parishioners may bring last years palms to church to
be disposed of properly at the Easter Vigil fire.

4TH SUNDAY OF LENT

Mass Intentions
Sunday, March 22nd
10:45am Mary Myers
Sunday, March 29th
10:45am Ross Elwell

Altar of Service
Saint Mary’S Soup Kitchen
Please mark your grocery lists for our Soup
Kitchen. This week we are asking for MACARONI.
Soup Kitchen Weekend Volunteers
Saturday 10:00 am-1:00 pm
Sunday 11:30 –1:00 pm
Sunday, March 22nd
Nina Gerry, Tony Zirelle
Saturday, March 28th
Jim Schmidt, The Chapel
Sunday, March 29th
Joshua & Jodie, Liz and John Peterson
AVE MARIA HOUSE PANTRY NEEDS
Toilet Paper and Paper Towels

The Weeks Ahead
Sunday, March 22nd
• Mary’s Kids—Cancelled
• Stations of the Cross at 11:30am
• Collections: Easter Flowers
Catholic Relief Services
Sunday, March 29th
• Mary’s Kids - Spring Break
• Stations of the Cross-11:30am

EASTER FLOWERS
Once again we are offering you the opportunity to donate
towards Easter flowers in memory of a loved one. You may
use the envelopes provided in your packet or envelopes that
are in the pews. Please include your name with your donation
and name of your loved one. A commemorative list will be
included in a future bulletin.
ADULT CONFIRMATION
Any person High School age, or any adult who has
not received the sacrament of Confirmation and
who would like to receive this year, please call the
church office at 424-8231.
Catholic Relief Services
This week, we take up The Catholic Relief Services Collection
to help Jesus in disguise. This collection helps six Catholic
agencies to provide struggling communities with relief and
support and to work for peace and reconciliation among our
marginalized brothers and sisters here and around the world.
Please prayerfully consider how you can support the
collection. Learn more about the collection at
www.usccb.org/catholic-relief.

MARCH 22, 2020

Announcements
CURRENT DIOCESAN DIRECTIVES REGARDING COVID-19
Published March 17, 2020
In light of new information and recommendations from health
officials concerning the danger of the COVID-19 pandemic
and the urgency to stem the spread of the virus, the five
Catholic bishops of Indiana have suspended effective March
18 and until further notice all public Sunday and weekday
Masses throughout the Province of Indianapolis, which is
comprised of the Archdiocese of Indianapolis and the
Dioceses of Gary, Evansville, Fort Wayne-South Bend, and
Lafayette.
Sunday Mass is televised weekly in the Fort Wayne area on
WFFT TV, Fox Ch. 55 at 10:30 a.m. Sunday morning and on
Frontier Ch. 5 and Comcast Ch. 12. Watch current and past
Sunday Masses from Heart of the Nation online anytime at:
www.heartofthenation.org/online-mass/Sunday-mass.

SEDER MEAL
Due to the current health concerns, this years
Seder Meal has been CANCELLED.
DISABILITY AWARENESS MONTH
Let your actions speak for themselves...There are 54 million
Americans with disabilities. Think about these two tips when
you communicate and interact with people with disabilities
who live, work, go to school, play, worship and volunteer in
your community. More tips to come!
• First of all, relax. It’s okay to ask questions when you’re
unsure of what to do. And don’t be embarrassed if you
use common phrases, such as “See you later” or “Did you
hear about that?” that seem to relate to a person’s
disability.
• When meeting a person who is blind, always identify
yourself and others who may be with you. When talking
in a group, try to remember to identify the person to
whom you are speaking.
Availability of Masses for Intentions
What better way to honor your loved ones than to have a
Mass said for them. The Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception has availability for masses. Please call 424-1485 or
stop in to schedule masses. Each mass requires a $10 stipend.

Due to the cancellation of Mass with regards to the current
health concerns, we will be postponing the Increased
Offertory Program. Please continue your prayerful
discernment on your financial support of this church and the
many ministries we provide. Online giving is available on the
parish website (www.stmarysfw.org) as well as, the
non-traditional giving options that have been included in
previous bulletin inserts. If you have any questions, feel free
to contact the office at 424-8231. Thank You!

The HOLY SEASON OF LENT 2020, which is Forty Days in length (and which
begins this coming Wednesday), is designed to enable each one of us to be able to
celebrate with complete spiritual joy, the most important feast of our Catholic/
Christian Faith – EASTER/THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD AND
SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST. In this process, the receiving of the Sacrament of
Penance (Confession) is vitally important. But along with Confession comes the
duty for each of us to set aside some extra time each day for private/personal
prayer with the Lord. All of us, no matter who we are or how busy we might be,
can give Almighty God an extra minute or two of our time each day during this
HOLY SEASON. Consequently, each week, during LENT 2020, your parish will
provide you with a brief thought and prayer for each of Lent’s Forty Days. It
will take you a minute or less to read the thought and to say the prayer each day.
REMEMBER, God is more interested in “QUALITY PRAYER” than He is with
“QUANITY PRAYER.”
EACH AND EVERY LENT IS IMPORTANT
BECAUSE FOR ALL OF US, SOME LENT WILL BE OUR LAST LENT
HERE ON EARTH. WE MUST USE WISELY THE TIME GOD GIVES US,
BECAUSE LENT 2020 JUST MIGHT BE OUR LAST AND WE FACE THE
JUDGMENT OF ALMIGHTY GOD!
DAY 23
FOR HOPE. William Shakespeare thanked God because “to believing souls God
gives light in darkness, comfort in despair.” PRAYER: Dear God, may I always
hope for the best, believe for the best and work for the best in all circumstances.
Scripture reference: Zephaniah 3:17.

DAY 24
TO LEARN FROM PAIN.
Oscar Wilde, Irish poet and playwright, said:
“Suffering is a revelation. In it, one discovers things one never discovered before.”
PRAYER: Dear God, I do not want my pain to be wasted. Let me learn from it
and unite it to Christ’s pain. Scripture reference: Genesis 50:29.

DAY 25
TO BELIEVE THAT GOD IS GOOD. Saint Augustine said: “God is more
anxious to bestow His blessings on us than we are to receive them.” PRAYER:
Dear God, open my eyes to see Your unconditional love for me and for me to
accept it unconditionally. Scripture reference: Numbers 14:18.
DAY 26

TO AFFIRM FAITH IN MYSELF and to achieve this end, the famed Jewish
Rabbi, Nachman of Breslov put it this way: “I believe that I am very important
in God’s eyes. I believe that I can return no matter how far I’ve strayed.”
PRAYER: Dear God, help me to believe that with Your help, I have the inner
strength to change myself. Scripture reference: 2Corinthians 5:17.
DAY 27
TO COUNT MY BLESSINGS. Benedictine Monk David Steindi-Rast asks the
question: “We think that people are grateful because they are happy. But is this
true?” “Look closely, and you will find that most people are happy because they
are grateful.” PRAYER: Dear God, let me count my blessings and not my
burdens. Scripture reference: 1Thessalonians 5:18.
DAY 28
TO BE AN ENCOURAGER. Encouraging others is a simple concept according
to Scottish philosopher, Thomas Carlyle who said: “Tell a man he is brave and
you help him to become so.” PRAYER: Dear God, I know that more people give
up and give in due to lack of encouragement, so let me be an encourager.
Scripture reference: Hebrews 10:24.

