
Parish Mission Statement 
 

“Believing in faith in action, St. Mary Mother 
of God Catholic Church strives to reach out  to 
others through the joyful celebration of Word   
and Sacrament, embracing diversity, and 
working for peace, justice, and non-violence.”

March 15, 2020 
Third Sunday of Lent 

“Serving the People of God  
Spiritually and Physically  since 1848” 

Parish Office  
 

1101 S. Lafayette • Ft. Wayne, IN 46802 
Hours ........... Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4:00 pm 
  Fri. 8:30 am-2:00 pm 
Telephone .......................... (260) 424-8231 
Fax ...................................... (260) 426-2029 
Email ................ stmarysfw@stmarysfw.org 
Mail .................................... P.O. Box 11383 
  Ft. Wayne, IN 46857-1383 

 Parish Staff 
 

Pastoral Associate & SVDP 
 Anthony Henry .................. (260) 424-8231 
Sacramental Coordinator 
 Mary Kay Matasky ............ (260) 424-8231 
Music Director 
 Greg Childs ....................... (260) 466-8770 

Mary’s Kids Director 
 Therese Spencer………….(260) 747-4242 
Liturgical Environment 
  Chuck Luther ..................... (260) 424-8231 
Wedding Coordinator 
 Rebecca Silkworth ............ (260) 223-7018 

 

Office & Hall Manager/Bulletin Editor 
 Sue Koester ...................... (260) 424-8231 
Business Manager 
 Julie Crouch ...................... (260) 424-8231 
Receptionist 
 Karen Grashoff ................. (260) 424-8231 
Nursery Director 
 Judy Parrott ...................... (260) 420-1929 

Building Operations/SK Deliveries 
   Tom Freehill……………….(260)424-8231 
St. Mary's Soup Kitchen Director 
 Diane Day ......................... (260) 426-1217 
St. Mary’s Soup Kitchen Asst. Director 
 John Martin………………..(260) 426-1217 

Soup Kitchen Volunteer Coordinator 
 Dee Kumfer ...................... (260) 422-4968 
Soup Kitchen Volunteer Coordinator—    
 Weekends 
  Val Vorndran……………...(260) 450-5170 
Ave Maria House 
 Dottie Carpenter…………..(260) 424-3355 

Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council 
 Joanne Miller………………(260) 492-9273 

Parish Membership Welcome 
Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us, whether visitors, long time residents, or newly 
arrived in  the  parish.  We  thank  God  for  you.  If  you  wish  to  register,  please  call  the  parish  
office,  pick up a registration form in the pew, or complete below and place in collection basket. 
Name__________________________________________  Phone No _______________________ 
 

Address________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City___________________________________________  Zip _____________________________ 
 

Check one: 
____ New Parishioner  ____ New Address  ____ New Phone Number  ____ Moving, remove from list 

 

Sacraments 
Matrimony 
Arrangements  are  to  be made with priest at least  
6 months in advance.  Pre-marriage instruction 
required. 
Sick and Communion Call 
Please  keep  the Church Office informed of  the  
sick and homebound, particularly when there is  
serious illness. 
Baptism 
For details please call the Church Office. 
Baptismal Preparation is required for parents. 
Reconciliation 
 Sunday:  10:00am-10:30am OR 
    Anytime by appointment. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Call Parish Office for information. 

Parish Pastoral Council 
Nov, Jan, Mar, May, 1st Sunday, after Mass 

Bulletin Deadline 
Monday 12:00 pm 
Call or email submissions. 

 

FATHER PHILLIP A. WIDMANN, Pastor 
 

WWW.STMARYSFW.ORG 

Mass Schedule 
Sunday  -  10:45 am 
Holy Day  -  5:15 pm 

1101 S.  LAFAYET TE,  F T.  WAYNE,  IN 46802  

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

ST. MARY 
MOTHER OF  GOD 



 

“to everything there is a season and a time for every purpose 
under heaven” 

“a time to be born…” 
“a time to love…” 

“a time to be healed…” 
John Martin, Jim Horrell, Sue Pierce 

Angela, Sister of Melinda Reyes 
“a time to die” 

“and a time for peace” 
in our world, all people, both military and civilian who are in 

the midst of  war, or natural disasters.     
     Ecclesiastes 3:1f 

ST. MARY MOTHER OF GOD CATHOLIC CHURCH FORT WAYNE, IN 

March 15th, 2020 - 3rd Sunday of Lent 
We give the definition of ourselves over to so many things.  We 
allow our society, friends, family, work, social groups,         
ethnicity, and even institutions define, classify, and color how 
we perceive ourselves. When we listen predominantly to the 
voices of others, we lose touch with what is happening within 
our own inner voice.  If we listen carefully within, we can easily 
discover that we are in want and need. We know our             
incompleteness and also know that loneliness, sadness, and self-
images can propel us outward in attempts to fill those gaps.  We 
can become not only victims of our own prejudices but can find 
ourselves overly self-indulgent in things that can only satisfy 
for a short time, if at all. 
 

It is no wonder that money and power are things that are so  
fervently sought after.  As long as we can keep a steady supply 
going, the illusion of fulfillment and satisfaction can falsely 
persuade us as craftily as a master magician’s act.  We live with 
illusions not truth.  It is no wonder, then, that some of the 
wealthiest folks are also really the unhappiest.  Whether we 

admit it, the lies we live and pursue will ultimately expose our 
superficiality.  We all have to wrestle with who we are and what 
gives our lives purpose and meaning.  Learn to listen more 
deeply, not to what others are saying about you, but to what 
God is echoing in your heart. 
 

We can easily get confused and misunderstand, not only about 
who we are but who God is.  Even the disciples and the        
Samaritan woman at the well missed the point Jesus was trying 
to make.  There is only one Person who can satisfy the deepest 
yearnings and longings of our hearts — Jesus the Messiah.  It is 
not the work of corporate America that will lead us to happiness 
or greatness but the work of the soul. We continue to resist   
acknowledging this and are happier in our world of misunder-
standing and illusion. The life-giving water we truly need 
doesn’t come from the source of a well but from the Source of 
Life.  Only God can reveal the truth of our sinfulness, the      
superficiality of our pursuits, and the illusions we hold so dear. 
Only Jesus can save us from ourselves and give us what we  
really need.  If only our heads can catch up with where our 
hearts know they need to be, then will we find real contentment 
and life! 

              Gospel Reflection 

      Roles 
Liturgical  

If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 

Do you feel a calling to minister to 
our shut-ins?  Please call the church 
office at 424-8231 for more infor-
mation, or if you know of a parish-
ioner who may be homebound and in 
need of communion brought to them. 

 

Readings for the week of March 15, 2020 
Sunday: Ex 17:3-7/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9/Rom 5:1-2, 5-8/
  Jn 4:5-42 or 4:5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42  
Monday: 2 Kgs 5:1-15b/Ps 42:2, 3; 43:3, 4 [cf. Ps 42:3]/
  Lk 4:24-30 
Tuesday: Dn 3:25, 34-43/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9 
  [6a]/Mt 18:21-35 
Wednesday: Dt 4:1, 5-9/Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20 [12a]/
  Mt 5:17-19 
Thursday: 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 
  29/Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22/Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a or 
  Lk 2:41-51a 
Friday:  Hos 14:2-10/Ps 81:6c-8a, 8bc-9, 10-11ab, 14 
  and 17 [cf.11 and 9a]/Mk 12:28-34 
Saturday: Hos 6:1-6/Ps 51:3-4, 18-19, 20-21ab [cf. Hos 
  6:6]/Lk 18:9-14 
Next Sunday: 1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 
  [1]/Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-41 or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-
  38 

Sunday, March 15th - 3rd Sunday of Lent 
Sacristan: Chuck Luther  
Commentator/Petitions: Theresa Spencer 
Servers: Aric Koenig, Nathan Johnson, Aaron Rorick 
First Reading: Ken Yahne 
Second Reading: Louise Yahne  
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:  
Deacon Kohrman, Chuck Luther, Dottie Carpenter,  
Maureen McCon 
Ushers: Andy Johnson, Katrina Johnson, Megan Horrell,  
Antonio Salazar 
Greeters: Katrina & Andy Johnson 
 

Sunday, March 22nd - 4th Sunday of Lent 
Sacristan: Sue Koester 
Commentator/Petitions: Carmen Doyle  
Servers: Michelle Obioma, Nicole Obioma, Michael Obioma  
First Reading: Patrick Mitoraj 
Second Reading: John Brennan 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:  
Deacon Kohrman, Sue Koester, Kelly O’Neil, Maxine Stovall 
Ushers: Liz Peterson, Ken Yahne, Dennis Doyle, Kera Parrot 
Greeters: Katy & Judy Parrott 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
Please join us following each Sunday Mass 
during Lent to recite “The Stations of the 
Cross”. This traditional devotion will help us 
recall the journey of our Lord on the day of 
his death.   

Parishioners may bring last years palms to church to 
be disposed of properly at the Easter Vigil fire. 



                Altar of Service 

 

We welcome Mike Rorick today as he continues the             
discussion on different aspects of our Increased Offertory  
Program.  Please continue your prayerful discernment on how 
you can help St. Mary Mother of God financially for the 
church and the many ministries we provide for those in need.  
More information is provided on the enclosed flyer on how 
you can take advantage of the new Online Giving option,   
easily accessed on the parish website (www.stmarysfw.org), 
as well as, non-traditional ways to financially support this  
parish.  Thank you! 

            Announcements              Mass Intentions 
 

Sunday, March 15th 
10:45am Maureen Kelly 

 

Sunday, March 22nd 
10:45am Lawrence Endress 

        The Weeks Ahead 

Saint Mary’S Soup Kitchen 

Please mark your grocery lists for our Soup  
Kitchen.  This week we are asking for Noodles. 

 
 

Soup Kitchen Weekend Volunteers 

Saturday 10:00 am-1:00 pm 
Sunday 11:30 –1:00 pm 

 

Sunday, March 15th 
Shanebrooks, Michelle, Kenny, Amber, Jasney 

 

Saturday, March 21st 
Parkwood Church of God 

 

Sunday, March 22nd  
Nina Gerry, Tony Zirelle 

 

AVE MARIA HOUSE PANTRY NEEDS 

Peanut Butter 

3RD SUNDAY OF LENT MARCH 15, 2020 

ADULT CONFIRMATION 
Any person High School age, or any adult who has not 
received the sacrament of Confirmation and who 
would like to receive this year, please call the church 
office at 424-8231. 

EASTER FLOWERS 
Once again we are offering you the opportunity to donate 
towards Easter flowers in memory of a loved one. You may 
use the envelopes provided in your packet or envelopes that 
are in the pews. Please include your name with your donation 
and name of your loved one. A commemorative list will be 
included in a future bulletin. 

Sunday, March 15th 
• Mary’s Kids at 9:15 am 
• Confirmation Meeting - Candidates and 
 Parents/Sponsors.  Topics: 
 Reconciliation/Anointing of the   
      Sick 
• St. Martin de Porres-Allgeier Room 
Sunday, March 22nd 
• Mary’s Kids will lead Stations of the  
 Cross at 10am 
• Collections:  Catholic Relief Services 
      Easter Flowers 

Catholic Relief Services 
Next week, our parish will take up The Catholic Relief Services 
Collection (CRSC). Funds from this collection provide food to 
the hungry, support displaced refugees, and bring Christ’s 
love and mercy to all people here and abroad. Next week, 
please give generously to the CRSC and help Jesus in disguise. 
Learn more about the collection at www.usccb.org/catholic-
relief. 

SEDER MEAL 
As in previous years, the Seder Meal will be 
held during Holy Week.  Celebrating this meal, 
which is a representation of The Passover,   
Jesus’ own last supper, can lead us to a deeper 
appreciation and celebration of our Triduum, 
(Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy          

Saturday).  The meal is on Wednesday, April 8th, beginning at 
6:30pm.  The cost is $20 per family or $10 for a single adult.  
Reservations are needed and must be submitted by Monday, 
April 6th.  No   tickets will be available at the door!  Registra-
tion forms are available in the Sunday bulletins and on the 
table in the   Gathering Area. 

 

*YOUR ATTENTION PLEASE* 
Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades has issued the following           
directives to be followed at all parishes in the Diocese of 
Fort Wayne-South Bend in light of the spread of            
coronavirus (COVID-19) and a confirmed case in Indiana.  
These should be implemented immediately at this        
weekend’s Masses and remain in force until further notice. 
1. The distribution of the “Precious Blood” to liturgical       

ministers and the faithful is to be suspended.  All 
should remember that the whole Christ, that is, His 
Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity, is present when only the 
Host is received. 

2. The “Sign of Peace” should not be given by the            
customary handshake.  It could exchanged without    
physical contact, for example, by a bow of the head and 
greeting of peace.  Or it can be omitted altogether.  
*PLEASE NOTE - Father Widmann has suspended 
this at this time.   

3. All are asked to refrain from holding hands during the 
“Our Father”, if this is a custom. 

*Most importantly, the Bishop encourages that anyone 
who is sick or has symptoms of being sick to remain home 
so as not to spread illness.  

Annual Chrism Masses 
The annual Chrism Masses will be held at Saint Matthew      
Cathedral in South Bend on Monday, April 6, at 7:30 p.m.; and 
at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Fort 
Wayne, on Tuesday, April 7, at 7:30 p.m. 
 

Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades has invited all priests, sisters,    
brothers, deacons and lay people of the diocese to attend 
either of these Masses.  An interpreter will be present for 
those who are hearing impaired or deaf. 
 

At the Chrism Mass, the Holy Chrism is consecrated and the 
oil of catechumens and oil of the sick are blessed.  This    
beautiful Mass manifests the communion of the priests with 
their bishop in the same priesthood and ministry of Christ.    



 

 
 
The HOLY SEASON OF LENT 2020, which is Forty Days in length (and which 
begins this coming Wednesday), is designed to enable each one of us to be able to 
celebrate with complete spiritual joy, the most important feast of our Catholic/
Christian Faith – EASTER/THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD AND  
SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST. In this process, the receiving of the Sacrament of 
Penance (Confession) is vitally important.  But along with Confession comes the 
duty for each of us to set aside some extra time each day for private/personal 
prayer with the Lord.  All of us, no matter who we are or how busy we might be, 
can give Almighty God an extra minute or two of our time each day during this 
HOLY SEASON.  Consequently, each week, during LENT 2020, your parish will 
provide you with a brief thought and prayer for each of Lent’s Forty Days.  It 
will take you a minute or less to read the thought and to say the prayer each day.  
REMEMBER, God is more interested in “QUALITY PRAYER” than He is with 
“QUANITY PRAYER.”  EACH AND EVERY LENT IS IMPORTANT            
BECAUSE FOR ALL OF US, SOME LENT WILL BE OUR LAST LENT 
HERE ON EARTH.  WE MUST USE WISELY THE TIME GOD GIVES US, 
BECAUSE LENT 2020 JUST MIGHT BE OUR LAST AND WE FACE THE 
JUDGMENT OF ALMIGHTY GOD! 
 
 
 

DAY 17 
 

SELF-FORGIVENESS.  Author Daphne Rose Kingma offers this advice to    
people who feel self-guilt: “Holding on is believing there is only a past; letting go 
is knowing there is a future.”  PRAYER: Dear God, I do not wish to live with the 
burden of guilt.  Help me to accept your forgiveness, to let go of the past and to 
embrace the future.  Scripture reference: Isaiah 43:25. 
 
 
 

DAY 18 
 

That I may BLESS MY ENEMY.  During the course of the American Civil War, 
President Abraham Lincoln asked the question: “Do I not destroy my enemies 
when I make them my friends?”  PRAYER: Dear God, rather than retaliate 
against an enemy, help me find ways to bless and possibly transform an enemy 
into a friend.  Scripture reference: Romans 12:20. 
 
 

 
 



 
 

DAY 19 
 
The poet Christina Rossetti wrote: “A fall is not a signal to lie wallowing, but to 
rise!”  PRAYER: Dear God, let me triumph over all tragedy.  Scripture            
reference: 1John 4:4. 
 
 

DAY 20 
 

That I personally will do my share in taking care of our world.  His Holiness, 
Pope Saint John Paul II wrote prior to his death: “The earth will not continue to 
offer its harvest, unless we have faithful stewardship.”  PRAYER: Dear God, help 
me to care for Your creation and to seek to correct whatever threatens to harm 
it.  Scripture reference: Psalm: 89:11. 
 
 

DAY 21 
 

TO BE LIKE AN ANGEL. The author, Tobias Palmer asks the question: “Could 
you and I – like angels – learn to carry the good message?  Learn to be present 
when and where there is human need?”  PRAYER:  Dear God, permit me to be 
an angel of mercy, ministering to those who are struggling.  Scripture reference: 
Hebrews 1:14 
 

 
DAY 22 

 
For RIGHT SPEECH. Philosopher John Paul Sartre once said: “Words are           
loaded pistols.”  PRAYER:  Dear God, may my words inspire, not injure, heal 
but not harm.  Scripture reference:  Proverbs 16:24. 

 
 
 

 


